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April-June 2023

Inauguration of Agromet Weather Station at BRRI

Inauguration of Agromet Weather Station at BRRI at 11 regional
stations of Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) Agromet
Weather ~ Stations (AWS) were
inaugurated on 9 July 2023. On the
occasion honourable Director General
of BRRI Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir
inaugurated the AWSs at a
programme arranged at BRRI
headquarters in Gazipur and addressed
the programme as Chief Guest.
Agromet Weather Stations were set up
| at 11 regional stations of BRRI under

a project titled Agriculture Weather
&k Information System Development
B Project launched by Directorate of
B Agricultural Extension (DAE) and
another project of Bangladesh
Meteorological Department (BMD) titled Bangladesh Weather and

Climate Services Regional Project.
imate Services €gional rrojec Seepage4

Reviewing the Progress of SDG Implementation workshop

The workshop, chaired by BRRI Director General Dr Md
Shahjahan Kabir, was held at the Training Building of BRRI
Headquarters in Gazipur. The Chief Guest was the Additional
Secretary (PPC) of the
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Ministry of Agriculture,
Md Ruhul Amin
Talukder. Special guests
included BRRI Director
(Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalekuzzaman and Director
(Administration and Common
Service) Dr Md Abdul
Latif. BRRI Head of
Planning and Evaluation
Division of BRRI and
SDG Focal Point Ms Atiya
Roksana presented the
progress of SDG
implementation at BRRI. Md Alamgir Hossain, Deputy Director and
SDG Cell Focal Point of Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS),
presented a speech on ‘Understanding Metadata for Generation and

Reporting of SDG Indicators’.
See page 5
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Dr Md Abdul Latif Joins as Director

(Admin and Common Service) at BRRI

Dr Md Abdul Latif, a distinguished Agricultural Scientist of the
country, joined Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) on 13
April 2023 as Director (Administration and Common Service).

Prior to the new position Dr Md Abdul Latif has
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been serving the institute as the Chief Scientific
Officer and Head of the Plant Pathology Division.
He began his career as a Scientific officer of the
Institute in 1993 and devotedly performing his
duties at different positions over the last 30 years.
Dr Md Abdul Latif was born in 1965 in Chowkibari
Village of Dhanut Upazila of the Bogura district.
He obtained his BSc (Ag) Hons degree in 1987
from the Bangladesh Agricultural University, He
did his PhD degree on Molecular Biology in 2001
from the University of Putra Malaysia, At present,
he is one of the senior scientists in National

(OFISREGT) G ESRI TR ASHPTICER Ty A

Agricultural Research System (NARS) in

e (@Y e | o Yod0 (MWF 033 ACE THE Afe
WERRE 2@l YRR oIFt TRarE [PIBR @3 205 AR ™
(AT 058 T e 92 FRefRwsieica Fifez s ceeett feois kg
AT I | (7-RTATAR BTSN GI{eT O 56 NRFeI T e
IS ZCACR | 7S 2 For A fofey el B Fee @A, 51,
fferetiae, A2ae, Stwatar, SeRifearm [y ¢ awer FEeE |
Fieore G fof 12 eIt & |

Bangladesh. He served as a post-doctoral researcher at the
University of Putra Malaysia from 2010 to January 2012 and as a
senior research fellow from May 2012 to 2014 in the same
uinversity. He has 172 research papers published in different
prestigious journals home and abroad. He has visited some
countries including Japan, Thailand, China, Indonesia, Combodia
and Philippine in relation to his research works. Personally he is
blessed with two children.

Sheikh Hasina’s Homecoming

Day Observed
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Special prayers and discussion
meeting  was  organized by
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute
(BRRI) on 17 May 2023 to mark
homecoming day of Daughter of
Bangabandhu  Prime  Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The discussion was
held at the auditorium of BRRI
headquarters in Gazipur. BRRI
Director General Dr Md Shahjahan
Kabir addressed the programme as
Chief Guest. BRRI Director
(Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalekuzzaman was present as a special guest. BRRI Director
(Administration and Common Services) Dr Md Abdul Latif presided
over the meeting.

In his speech Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir said if honourable Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina would not returned home, Bangladesh would not turn
into a food surplus country from a food deficit country. Digital
Bangladesh would not be made. If Sheikh Hasina did not return to the
country, we could not have turned from a low-income country into a
middle-income country, we could not have dreamed of a developed
country. Noting different mega projects including Padma Bridge,
Metro rail, Bangabandhu tunnel and Payra port he said these amazing
developments are being visible as Sheikh Hasina returned home. Entire
world is praising Bangladesh highly. Under the leadership of Sheikh
Hasina Bangladesh has stood tall in world community, the country is
going forward. We have to work together under her leadership for the

See page 3
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13th Research Progress Review Meeting at BRRI

13th progress review meeting of research of Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI) was held on 20 June 2023. In the meeting
held at the training building of BRRI headquarters in Gazipur, The
progress and implementation of priority-based on going researches
of the institute were reviewed. BRRI's Honourable Director General
Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir presided over the meeting.

Training News
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|

Traning Division of BRRI organized traning programme on
‘Innovation in Citizen Services’ for BRRI Scientists. The
programme was held at the Traning Bhaban on 3 June 2023.
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NDC Team Visits BRRI

A 100-member-team of National Defence Course (NDC) visited
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) on 30 May 2023 in
Gazipur. BRRI Director General Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir Presided
over the meeting organized on the occasion of the visit programme at
the Training Complex Bhaban of the institute.

Traning on ‘Modern Rice Cultivation Techniques and Integrated Pest
Management in Changing Claimet and Weather’ at BRRI for Agriculture
Extension Officer of DAE was inaugurated on 14 May 2023.

Sheikh Hasina’s Homecoming Day Observed

sake of turning the country into a developed one upholding the ideal
and spirit of Bangabandhu.

Chief Scientific Officer of Farm Management Department Md Sirajul
Islam moderated the programme. CSO of Adaptive Research Division
Dr Md Humayun Kabir, BRRI Officers’ Welfare Association President
Md Rashel Rana, Deputy Director (Administration and Common
Service) Emran Hossain, Senior Scientific Officer of Agricultural
Economic Division Limon Deb, BRRI Employee Welfare Association
President Abul Kashem, Bangladesh Agricultural Farm Labour
Federation President Md Abdul Mozid and BRRI Labour Club
President Md Mamun Hossain Apel were among others addressed the
programme. At the programme, all Division and Section Heads
representatives of different organizations active in BRRI, scientists,
officers, employees and labouers were also present at the programme.
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The Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) celebrated the
Bengali New Year on 1st Baishakh 1430. To mark the occasion, a
colourful procession was
held starting from the
| BRRI Co-operative
Market at 10 a.m, which
circled various roads of
the BRRI headquarters.
The procession was led by
| the honourable Director
General of BRRI, Dr Md
o] Shahjahan Kabir. At the
end of the procession, the
Chief Guest Dr Md
Shahjahan Kabir greeted
everyone on the occasion
of the Bengali New Year.
The  procession  was
attended by BRRI
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Director (Research) Dr
Mohammad Khalekuzzaman, Director (Administration and
Common Service) Dr Md Abdul Latif, and all Division and
Section heads of BRRI, as well as Scientists, Officers, Employees,
and labourers of all levels.

Inauguration of Agromet Weather Station

Higher Education and Research Coordinator (CASR) Dr
Munnujan Khanam delivered a welcome speech at the event.
BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalekuzzaman
spoke as a special guest. Director (Administration and Common
Service) Dr Md Abdul Latif, Project Director of AMISD Dr Md
Shah Kamal Khan, Head of Agromet Department of BMD
Shamim Hasan Bhuiyan, Deputy Project Director of BWCSR
Md Rasheduzzaman, Agromet Lab Coordinator and Principal
Scientific Officer Niaz Md Farhat Rahman along with all
division and section heads were present in the event. Besides, the
heads of regional stations of BRRI were connected via virtual
platform. On behalf of BMD, Md Minarul Islam gave a
presentation regarding the use of information received from
Agromet weather station and station management. Senior
Liaison Officer Mohammad Abdul Momin moderated over the
event. At the programme honourable Director General of BRRI
Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir said the present government has taken
several steps to make food and nutrition security of the country
sustainable. In continuation of this, Agromet Weather Stations
have been installed in 11 Regional Stations of BRRI. This step
will further accelerate and strengthen the research related to
agriculture in the country. He emphasized on the coordinated
work of the concerned institutions to move the country forward.
Eleven regional stations of BRRI are located in Barisal,
Sonagazi, Cumilla, Satkhira, Kushtia, Rajshahi, Rangpur,
Habiganj, Bhanga, Gopalganj and Sirajganj. At the programme,
the honourable Chief Guest unwrapped cover of a book titled
‘Present and Future Precipitation Scenario of Bangladesh’
published by BRRI.
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Smart Agriculture and My Gov applications

for constructing Smart Bangladesh

A seminar on ‘Use of Smart Agriculture and myGov applications for the
sake of constructing Smart Bangladesh’ was held at Bangladesh Rice
Research Institute (BRRI) on 5 June 2023. At the seminar held at training
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building of BRRI
headquarters in  Gazipur
Director General of the

institute Dr Md Shahjahan
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Kabir was present as chief

guest. BRRI  Director
(Research) Dr Mohammad
Khalequzzaman presided

over the programme. At the
seminar in association with
ICT Department and Cabinet
Division Aspire to Innovate
(A2i)  programme, ICT
Department Deputy Secretary

S J|  and National Consultant, A2i
'F'-'-‘ — Mohammad Salahuddin
presented the key note paper. Apart from the Heads of All Divisions and
Regional Station of BRRI, A2i's consultant (Senior Assistant Secretary)
Muhammad Shamim Kibria, A2i's consultant (Additional SP) Md Suman
Miah, A2i Capacity Development Expert Sharif Mohammad Rezaul
Karim, A2i Officer (myGov team) Touhida Fatema and A2i Officer
(myGov team) Rahatil Ashiqin were among others present at the
programme. The seminar was conducted by Chief Scientific Officer and
Head of BRRI Statistics Division Dr Md Ismail Hossain.

At the event Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir said BRRI is working to implement
SDG by 2030. In terms of food we need to ensure nutrition as well as food.
We are working to build Smart Bangladesh by 2041 as announced by
Honourable Prime Minister. To build a smart Bangladesh, use of smart
agriculture and myGov applications must be ensured. Only then we will be
able to build a smart Bangladesh, a developed Bangladesh within a certain
period of time. In that case, mechanized cultivation should be given
importance. BRRI Director General called upon everyone to work
sincerely for the welfare of the country and the nation and said that we
have already achieved self-sufficiency in food. BRRI continues to develop
new varieties and technologies to strengthen future food security. I think,
the seminar on use of Smart Agriculture and myGov applications in
building Smart Bangladesh will lay the foundation for building Smart
Bangladesh.

Reviewing the Progress of SDG Implementation workshop

The workshop was attended by representatives of various
departments and agencies of the Ministry of Agriculture, all
Division of BRRI, Regional Stations and Section heads, members
of the SDG Committee, authors of the Doubling Rice Productivity
book and SDG related officials.

In his speech as the Chief Guest, Mr. Ruhul Amin Talukder,
Additional Secretary (PPC) of the Ministry of Agriculture, urged
everyone to work sincerely for the implementation of SDGs. In his
presidential address, BRRI Director General Dr Md Shahjahan
Kabir said that all concerned organizations and departments need to
work in coordination to implement the SDGs. By 2030, food and
nutrition security needs to be further strengthened so that future
generations can be gifted a more developed Bangladesh.
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MoU signed between BRRI and
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three seed companies

Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) were signed between
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute - BRRI and three seed
companies on 31 May 2023 for technology support. The
companies are
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Supreme Seed
Company, Babylon
Agro and Dairly
Limited and Os
Bangla Agro. BRRI
Director General Dr
Md Shahjahan
Kabir signed on
behalf of BRRI. On
behalf of Supreme
Seed Company
Managing Director

A H M Abdus
4 Salam Shikdar
signed. Director of
i Babylon Agro and
® Dairy Limited
signed on behalf of his company. In another MoU, Os Bangla
Agro Chairman Dr A Z M Khorshed Alam Chowdhury
signed. As per the contracts, the companies will extend,
produce seed, provide support to research of high breed rice
and provide training support for open species of inbreed and
high breed rice.

At the programme BRRI DG Dr Md Shahjahan Kabir said
during his address as chief guest that BRRI is working to
ensure food security. We are now being transformed into a
food surplus country, which is very relaxing for a nation. We
want to provide support for progress of private sector in a bid
to strengthen food security. About the private companies Dr
Kabir said we want to work with you all. At that time he
promised to provide all sorts of supports including developing
manpower, policy and technology.

BRRI Director (Research) Dr Mohammad Khalequzzaman
chaired the event and Director (Administration and Common
Service) Dr Md Abdul Latif delivered welcome speech. Chief
Scientific Officer and Head of Genetic Resource and Seed
Division Md Alamgir Hossain, Chief Scientific Officer of
Plant Breeding Division Dr Khondkar Md. Iftekharuddaula,
High-yielding hybrid rice variety innovation, research and
modernization project’s Project Director Dr Md Jamil Hasan
and representatives of the three companies addressed the
programme among others. BRRI higher education and
research coordinator Dr Munnujan Khanam, Chief Scientific
Officer and Head of Hybrid Rice Division. Md Shafiqul Islam
and officials of high-yielding hybrid rice variety innovation,
research and modernization project were also present at the
programme. The programme was moderated by Senior
Liaison Officer Md Abdul Momin.
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Mofizul gets ‘Jatio Paribesh Padak 2022’

Senior Scientific Officer of Bangladesh Rice Research Institute Dr S M Mofizul Islam has received
‘Jatio Paribesh Padak 2022 on 5 June 2023 for his outstanding contribution to environmental

research and technological innovation.

Seminar held in BRRI during

April to June 2023

Qﬁ Speaker Topic Date
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SSO. GRS Division Rice Seed Quality: An Overview 15 Jun
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