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Date: 22-04-2022 (Page:B1)

High-yielding rice varieties discovered

W BRRI dhan 93, 94 and 95 are
preferable in north Bangladesh

B BRRI dhan87 is the best performer
all over the country

W BRRI dhan88, 9% and 92 are the best
performers in Boro season

ANM Morizus Uz Zaman

Researchers have found new varieties of rice with higher yields,
which they say will bring smiles to the farmers and make the coun-
try's food basket stronger:

They have identified nine varieties of high-yielding rice and
are advising the farmers to cultivate those in two Key seasons -
Boroand Aman,

The varieties of BRRI dhan8g, BRRI dhan% and BRRI dhang2
are the best performers during the Boro season, according to the
researchers who have run a three-year rigorous farm-trial fo gef
the results.

For the T-Aman, the IR13F441 line and BRRI dhan70 may per-
form well ina flash flood-prone environment, according fo the find-
ings,

BRRI dhand3, BRRI dhan94, and BRRI dhangs are highly prefer-
able inthe northern part of Bangladesh as an alternative to the In-
dian rice variety Swarna while BRRI dhan87 is the highest-yield-
ing variety all over the country.

Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) director general Dr
Shahjahan Kabir told the Daily Sun that these varieties would def-
initely increase the yields and profits for the farmers,

“Developing better rice varieties is important for the national
food hasket. The next step is to make these varieties available to
farmers across the country” he said,

Bangladesh is currently the third-largest producer of rice in

the world with the production of 3,87 cvore tonnes of rice in
FY 202021,

These rice varieties were identified after researchers con-
ducted several Head to Head Adaptive Trials (HHATS) for
three years in different locations actoss the country

Duringthese trials, newly-developed varieties, benchmark
varieties, and farmer-grown varieties are planted together in
ane plat to compare their performance closely, said Dr Swati
Nayak, International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) Scientist
& South Asia Lead - Seed System and Product Management,

“The research also identifies promising varieties and how
they adapt in the various target environments, During these
trials, researchers collect feedback about the varieties from
farmers and extension personnel,” he said.

“Currently rice varieties are being developed keepingin |
mind the regions where they are grown. Our study shows if |
the newer varieties are upto the mark or whether it needs fur- |
ther development for the betterment of the farmers and the |

country,” said the scientist.

These trials also generate curiosity, knowledge, and de-
mand for new and better-performing varieties through the

demonstrated impacts in the field,

"he findings also showed that BRRI dhan2s gave the low-
est yield, having the highest pest incidence which should be

replaced immediately,

Meanwhile, BRRI dhan29 produced a competitive vield |
along with BRRI dhangg. However, it was infected by neck

blast disease in some locations,
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