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Date: 05/02/2021 (Page: 01,11)

PM for research
to boost agri
production

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Thursday laid
emphasis on research
and crops zone mapping,
sayving different varieties
of crops have to be culti-
vated on the

ban this morning,
Mentioning the neces-
sity of setting up more
regional laboratories to
make the agriculture
products more quality.
full, she

bhasis of
concerned
area's land

fertility, wa-
ter and en-
vironment
to vield best
outcome at
lowest cost.

"We need
concrete re-
search and

said the
one  map-
ping is es-
sential  for
more  and
high quali-
ty produc:
tion as
Bangladesh
is a delta
where each
variety of

Zone  map-
ping on the basis of
weather and  environ-

ment to find out which
crops are high yielding
with high quality in
which areas involving
lowest cost,” she said, re-
ports BSS.

The premier said this
at the cover unveiling
ceremony of “The 100
Agro Technologles At-
las" at Bangabandhu In-
ternational Conference
Center (BICC), joining
virtually from her offi-
cial residence Ganabha-

crops could
be yielded high depend-
ing on soil, water, weath-
er and environment in
cach area.

“We should find out a
research method for the
zone mapping,” she said,
adding it should kept in
your (researchers) mind
that production is needed
to be increased as size of
domestic market is being
expanded and the same
time export of these prod-
ucts is needed for the de-
velopment of the country.
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PM for research
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Besides, the government is
also establishing 100 spe-
cial economic zones across
the country where the local
raw materials, especially
the local agro products,
would be given priority for
processing to export
aboard, she said.

She went on saying, “If
we could arrange both lo-
cal and foreign investment
prioritizing area-based
products, people of the
country would be benefited
financially along with in-
creasing the number of ex-
port items.”

Sheikh Hasina said the
economy of the country de-
pends on agriculture and
the government prioritizes
agro-based industry and
these types of industrial.
ization are needed for the
progress of the country.

Secking researchers’ co.
operation, she sald meas-
ures have to be taken Keep-
ing in mind that
Bangladesh's economy is
agro-based and its produc-
tion needs to be boosted
and processed to grab both
domestic and foreign mar-
Kets,

Pointing out the in-
creased food grains pro-
duction as the outcome of
research, the premier said,
“Without research, none is
possible to achieve and it is
the reality. We can move
further if you (re-
searchers) take more ini-
tiatives."”

She hoped the agricul-
ture production, process-
ing and marketing along
with others things could be
made more technology
based through research,.

Agriculture minister
Dr. Muhammad A bdur Raz.
zaque, MP, chaired the cer-
emony while senior secre-
tary of the ministry Md.
Mesbahul Islam gave wel-

come speech,
Fisheries and livestock
minister S M Rezaul

Karim, MP and chairman

of the  parliamentary
standing committee on
ministry of agriculture
Matia Chowdhury MPE
spoke on the occasion as
special guests,

Bangladesh Agricultuar-
al Research Council
(BARC) executive chair-
man Dr. Shaikh Moham-
mad Bokhtiar and suecess-
ful agro entreprencur Md
Rafikul Islam also spoke.

BARC published the 100
Agro Technologies Atlas.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina said the 100 Agro
Technologies Atlas” pub-
lished today marking the
birth centenary of Banga-
bandhu incorporating the
varieties and technology
invented by the scientists
would be an inspiration for
the next generation and it
will also helps the country
to be self-reliant further.

Urging the agricultural
scientists to conduct far-
ther research over local
fruits and agricultural
items to expand the mar-
ket for those, she said, “It's
essential to conduct more
rescarch on our local
fruits and local items. It
needs to expand the mar-
ket of local items by con-
ducting more research on
those."”

Sheikh Hasina said the
retirement age in govern-
ment services has become
a problem for those who
are engaged in research,
especially the agriculture
scientists, but the govern.
ment wants to provide
them incentives.

Asking the authorities
concerned to place propos.
als on how the incentives
can be given to the scien.
tists, she said, “We need to
do something for the agri-
culture scientists. We want
to give them more incen.
tives.”

Mentioning that Father
of the Nation Bangaband-
hu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man had adopted the devel-
opment of agriculture and
farmers as a strategy of

the country’'s development,
the premier said he had
given first class status to
the agriculturalists to al-
lure them into agriculture
profession and established
many autonomous agricul.
ture institutions for con-
ducting research.

“The seeds of today's
progress of the country's
agriculture development
were planted by the Father
of the Nation and we have
achieved this unprecedent-
ad success in agriculture
following his path,” she
said.

Highlighting her gov-
ernment's different meas-
ures to offset the impact of
Covid-19 pandemic, the
head of the government
said alongside the 23 stim-
ulus packages of Taka
124,053 crore. two fresh
stimulus packages have
been declared that would
help small businessmen
and beneflit more people
under social safety net pro-
grammes,

As part of the election
manifesto, she said, the
government has tried to
modernize the agriculture
through mechanization
and provided 70,000 agri-
culture machineries in the
last 12 vears at reduced
prices through 50.-70 per-
cent  development  assis-
tance of their procurement
prices,

Referring to the begin-
ning of Covid-19 vacecina-
tion, the premier reiterat-
ed her call to the people to
maintain health protection
protocols and wear face-
masks until the Coronavi-
urs disappears from the
world.

Mentioning that 99 per-
cent people of the country
are now getting electricity;
she said no people would
remain homeless and ad-
dress  less in Mujib's
Bangladesh.

The Prime Minister also
urged the people to contin.
ue tree plantation on the oc-
casion of Mujib Borsha.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina unveiling the cover of a book titled "100 Krishi Projukti Atlas' at a function held at
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre through a videoconference from Ganabhaban on Thursday. PHOTO : PID

PM asks agronomists to research

more to expand market

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Thursday
asked agricultural scien-
tists to conduct further
research over local fruits
and agricultural items to
expand their market.

"It's essential to con-
duct more research on
our local fruits. We need
to expand the market of
local [agricultural] items,
conducting more
research on those. I think
our local items are tasti-
er,” she said while unveil-
ing the cover of a book
titled '100 Krishi Projukti
Atlas' at a function in
Dhaka.

The Prime Minister
unwrapped the cover of
the Atlas and then

addressed the event held
at Bangabandhu
International Conference
Centre through a video-
conference from her offi-
cial residence Gono
Bhaban.
Bangladesh
Agricultural Research
Council (BARC) published
the Atlas with 100 agricul-
tural technologies, mark-
ing the birth centenary of

Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Sheikh Hasina said the
retirement age in govern-
ment services has
appeared as a problem for
those who are engaged in
research. "We need to do
something for the agricul-

tural scientists. We want
to give them more incen-
tives," she said, asking the
authorities concerned to
place proposals over how
the incentives can be
given to the scientists.

Noting that the govern-
ment is givingimportance
to agriculture, she said
they want to give more
scopes for agricultural
researchers.

The Prime Minister
asked the researchers to
prepare the crop zoning
map identifying the high-
yielding zones across the
country.

Presided over by
Agriculture Minister Dr
Muhammad Abdur
Razzaque, the event was

addressed by Fisheries
and Livestock Minister
SM Rezaul Karim,
Chairman of
Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Agriculture
Ministry Matia
Chowdhury, Agriculture
Senior Secretary Md
Mesbahul Islam and
BARC Executive
Chairman Dr Shaikh
Mohammad Bokhtiar.

A documentary over
the 100 agricultural tech-
nologies was screened at
the function. Agricultural
scientists, divisional com-
missioners, deputy com-
missioners and field-level
agriculture officers were
connected with the virtu-
al function. —UNB



