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untry won’t face food
shorta

Agriculture Minister Md Abdur Razzaque holds a meeting with a delegation of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) led by its Regional
Representative for Asia Nafees Meah, at the Secretariat in the capital on Tuesday.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Agriculture Minister Md Abdur Razzaque
on Tuesday said that Bangladesh would not
suffer from food shortage except if any
severe natural disasters happen.

He said this yvear Boro paddy is cultivated
on more than targeted areas of 90 thousand
hectares of land.

Agriculture minister made the remarks at
a meeting with a delegation of International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) led by its
Regional Representative for Asia Nafees

Meah, at the Secretariat in the capital on
Tuesday.

The minister said the government is lay-
ing stress on developing new verities of rice.

“To ensure food security, we are putting
emphasis on invention of new varieties of
rice that can be stress tolerant, including
drought and salt. Our scientists have
already developed some varieties of rice
that is cultivated in saline-prone areas,
However, we need more types,” the minister
said.

The minister also sought support from

IRRI to develop new varieties of rice.

During the meeting, the International
Rice Research Institute assured Bangladesh
that it will assist the country in the research
of new types of rice.

Besides, scientists from Bangladesh are
able to receive training from IRRI South
Asia Regional Centre (IRRI-SARC) at
Varanasi of India on rice research.

IRRI representative Nafees Meah said
that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will be
invited to its upcoming International Rice
Conference that will be held in 2023.
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