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Country has surplus
rice stock: BRRI

.....STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Despite the corona crisis, the country will
have surplus rice stock of 5.55 million
tonnes after meeting the demand till No-
vember, according to studies of the
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI).

There is no fear of food crisis as the
country will have surplus food stock for
36-78 days after November and upcoming
Aus and Aman harvest will add to its
food basket, five BRRI studies say.

The findings of the studies were dis-
closed on Sunday at a virtual national
seminar on ‘Food Security in the Covid-
19 Era: Is Bangladesh really going to face
any rice shortage in the short run.

Speaking at the programme, Agricul-
ture Minister Dr Muhammad Abdur Raz-
zaque said at present, the countryv has
sufficient stock of rice and so, there is no
fear of food shortage.

He said that decision of rice import at
a limited scale will be taken after review-
ing the overall situation, including the
damage caused to Aus and Aman produc-
tion by the flooding.

Country’s rice production was 26.7
million tonnes in 2018-19 fiscal year while
the production increased to 28.7 million
tonnes in 2019-20 fiscal wvear BRRI
sources said.

BREI conducted the five studies from
mid- April to mid-July through rapid sur-
vey during the ongoing corona crisis.

The studies were on the role of labour
and mechanisation in haor paddy har-
vesting, assessment of the impact of su-
per-cyclone Amphan, its effect on stock
situnation and market price of paddy-rice,
field crop harvesting in 64 districts and
Aus cultivation situation.

According to BRRI studies, consider-
ing the cultivated areas, yield, produe-
tion and internal stockpile of rice, vield
of paddy in all agricultural areas has in-
creased this year compared to the last
vear and the growth rate is 8.4 percenton
an average across the country.

Rice production has increased by
about 3.54 percent compared to the last
yvear, BRRI studies show

In last Boro season, rice production
stood at 20.26 million tonnes which is
about 3.58 per cent more than the previ-
ous year’s production.

Food Minister Sadhan Chandra Ma-
jumder said everyone does not have the
mentality to come forward to serve the
humanity even at the time of coron-
avirus pandemic.

“There is a section of people who
raise the prices of rice whenever they get
a chance by creating an artificial crisis,”
he added.

“We have to give importance to the in-
terests of both farmers and consumers.
The decision has to be made through coor-
dination between them,” the minister said.
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Country has

Reviewing the stock situation
of paddy and rice, it was seen
that farmers have 20 percent
paddy stock in June last vear
while the stock increased to 29
percent in June this yvear:

oo Secraetary  Mosam-
mat Nazmanara Khanuam,
Emeritus Professor of
Bangladesh Agricultural Tloni-
versity (BALD Professor Dr W
Sattar Mondal, former secre-
tary of the Agricualture Wiin-
istry S INazinul Islam. for-
mer director general of the
Department of Agricultural
Extension Hamidur Rahman.
WVice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh A gricultural Tirnd-
wversity Professor D Lauatfual
Hassan, agriculture and me-
dia personality Shykh Seraj
and Bangladesh representa-
tive of the International Rice
Research Institute Hommnath
Bharndari, ATTVOTLE others,
spoke at the seminar



