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BRRI projects
revolutionising rice
production

achieved self-sufficiency in food production

in the past decade, while rice production
keeps increasing every yvear. Despite the notable
achievement, the country’'s import of the food
grain has grown steadily over the past two yvears.
Under the current context, a research paper fore-
casts that the country will have a staggering 42
lakh and 65 lakh tonnes of surplus rice in 2030
and 2050 respectively.

It is heartening to note that Bangladesh has

The research titled "Doubling Rice Productivity
in Bangladesh: A Way to Achieving SDG-2 and
Mowving Forward,” has been conducted by
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI).
According to BRRI sources, researchers have
developed the framework for an action plan in
order to facilitate the projected volume of rice
production. The researchers’ opined that even 75
per cent implementation of this "Plan of Work
(POW)" would allow Bangladesh to produce sur-
plus amount of rice.

Bangladesh's accomplishment in food produc-
tion is a globally recognised fact. Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) in a report titled "Global Food Outlook
June 2021" projected that Bangladesh will pro-
duce 3.78 crore tonnes of rice in 2021, compared
to 3.74 crore tonnes in 2020.

However, it is a challenge to produce surplus
food for 160 million people in such a small coun-
try, while cultivable land is fast decreasing. But
the fact is that the amount of fallow land needs to
be taken into consideration. Fallow land mostly
located throughout river Chars, hill tract areas
and the southern regions of the country--those
should be cultivated properly. Moreover, there are
many farmlands in Bangladesh where rice pro-
duction can be increased by around 21 per cent.

Reducing the production gap between two
crops in a land, boosting labour productivity,
inventing more nutrient-rich varieties and dis-
tributing those among farmers, diversifying rice-
based products, utilising mechanisation to sup-
port farmers and proper management will ensure
achieving the SDG-2.

In order to step up food production, the coun-
try should concentrate to develop the entire culti-
wvation chain --from seedling production to har-
wvesting crops, long-term storage of surplus rice,
export facilities, conduct research through a pub-
lic-private partnership to diversify rice-based
products and market development. BRRI will
have to develop salinity and drought resistant
high yield crops. It also needs to conduct research
to reduce time needed for cultivating crops.

We hope that the feasibility of BRRI presented
POW will be cross checked in order to scientifi-
cally implement it. Since the POW is expected to
double Bangladesh's rice production by 2030 and
help the country fulfil SDG's first three goals--No
Poverty, Zero Hunger, and Good Health and Well
Being--the authority responsible must take the
issue sincerely and give due importance.
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Razzaque stresses doubling
rice productivity

‘We need to ensure food security. We want to double our food production’
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Agnculiure Mmlster Dr Md Abciur Fl:azzaque unveils a book titled ‘Doubling Rice Productwlty in Bangladeah’ ata hoiel in the
capital on Wednesday. State Minister for Planning Dr Shamsul Alam was also present on the occasion.

Agriculture Minister Dr Muhammad Ab-
dur Razzaque said doubling rice produc-
tivity could help the country produce oth-
er natritious foods for the people.

“We need to ensure food securitv. We
want to double our food production,” he
said while speaking as the chief guest at a
strategy paper presentation and book un-
veiling programme on Wednesdaw

The programme titled “Doubling Rice
Productivity in Bangladesh-(DRP)” was
held at Sonargaon in Dhaka.

According to the study, the rice produc-
tion will increase to 6.8 crore tonnes by
2050 in Bangladesh from 3.87 crore tonnes
in FY 2020-21

It put emphasis on integrated initia-
tives including improved variety technol-
ogy, reducing existing production gaps
and increase cultivation on fellow land for
increasing the productivity

It is possible to increase rice produc-
tion to 4.69 crore tonmes by 2030, 5.40 crore
tonnes by 2040 and 6.8 crore tonmes by 2050,
according to the projection titled “Rice Vi-
sion for Bangladesh and Beyond.”

The population of the country will in-
crease to 20 crore in 2050, it said.

“Our food production has increased
with the rise of population,” Razzague
said.

“The income of the 20 crore people
should increase and demand of nutritious
food also increased.” he said adding that
“the work is underway to double the rice
productivity to ensure food security for 20
crore people.”

The minister said, “People’s income
will increase and purchasing capacity will
also increase in 2050.”

“The consumption and demand for
food will increase at the same time. Ensur-
ing food security in this situnation is a big
challenge,”” Razzague said.

Razzaque stresses

Mesbahul

Md

From PRGE Biz-1 .

Islam, secretary at

“Importance has been given to increase
productivity by developed and innovating
technologies as well as reducing yield
gaps,” he emphasised.

The DRP strategy plan by BRRI will
serve as a guideline to double rice produc-
tivity, the minister said.

“Onar scientists have formulated a very
beautiful, structured and precise work
plan. Onece we would need cooperation of
foreign experts or foreign agencies to for-
mulate such a strategy like DRE"™ he said.

“Itwould have cost alot. But itisagreat
achievement made by our agricultural sci-
entists,” Razzagque added.

Speaking as a special guest, Dir Sham-
sul Alam, State Minister for Planning,
said, “The plan to double the productivity
of rice in the DRP is not a dream but an
achievable and realistic one.”

“For the existence of the country; it is
essential for the people,” he said.

See page Biz-3

the

Apricultare Ministry presided over the pro-
gramme while Vd. Shahjahan Kabirn direc-
tor general of Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI) presented the keyvnote
paper;

The event was also attended by BARC's
executive chairman D Sheikh MWMohamoaomadd
Bakhtiarn RRI representative in Bangladesh
Dr Humnath Bhandari and Departtment of
Acriculture Extension ((DAE) DG Md.
Acsadullah, among others.
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