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BRRI launches helpline
to support farmers in
rice cultivation

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

The Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) has
launched a 24-hour helpline to provide advice on fertil-
iser use, weed control, pest and disease management, and
irrigation in rice cultivation.

Farmers from any part of the country can call the
helpline to receive expert advice on various issues.

The helpline was officially launched during a work-
shop titled “The Role of Print and Electronic Media in
Disseminating Weather-Based Agricultural Advice.” The
event was held on Wednesday at BRRI's headquarters in
Gazipur. BRRI Director General Dr Mohammad Khale-
quzzaman said adverse weather conditions are affecting
rice production. “To address these challenges, the
24-hour helpline named Dhaner Helpline has been
launched. Farmers can dial 09644300300 to get solu-
tions to their problems,” he said.

“BRRI has developed 121 rice varieties so far, includ-
ing 8 hybrids. Bangladesh now ranks third globally in rice
production. After independence, the BR-3 or Biplob
variety truly revolutionized rice cultivation. In 1994,
BRRI introduced BRRI Dhan-28 and 29, which gained
popularity due to high vields,” he said.

“Thirty-seven BRRI varieties perform well even in
adverse conditions. Of the six most recent varieties, five
are suitable for unfavorable environments. Typically, it
takes 15-20 years to develop a new variety, but modern
technology can reduce this to 4-5 years. Good manage-
ment is essential for increasing rice vields,” he said.
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