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Date: 11-04-2024 (Page: 01,11)

Cooperatives can boost
agri production: PM

UNB, Gopealoany

Prime Mlinister Sheikh Hasina on
Friday stressed the need for coopera-
tives in every area throughout the
country in order to boost agricultural
poverty and
create scope for micro-savings.

“Our (political) leaders should be
sincere o enhance production, allevi-
ate poverty and make arrangements
for micro-savings through coopera-
tives in every area,” she said.

production, alleviate

The premier said this while ex-

changing views with the members of

village-level

Dariarkul Gram Unnavan Samity, a
cooperative sociery, at
Tungipara Upazila Awami
Office in Gopalganj District.

She said her government has been
implementing
grammes to make each of the country-
men economically solvent.

“We hawve been working rto make
cach of the people financially solvent
by taking up

Leagzue

multifacered pro-
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mulri-dimensional
grammes,” she said.

The premier briefly
highlighted her govern-
ment's different pPro-
grammes including “MNy
House, My Farm™, Starc-up
Programinme, universal
pension scheme and collat-
eral-free bank loans for
self-emplovment.

“Me hawve taken many
initiatives to improve the

Pro-

living standard of  rthe
people by stamping out
poverty,” she said.

The PN said if the pro-
grammes taken by her gow-
ernment are implemented
properly none will remain
poor in the country.

Sheikh Hasina., who is
the adviser of the Dari-
arkul Gram Unnawan
Samicy appreciated the ini-
tiative of reviving the co-
operatives systeim.

She asked the aucthori-
tics concerned o spread
the idea of forming cooper-
atives across Bangladesh to
increase food production
and thus make Bangladesh
self-reliant.

The Dariarkul coopera-
rive sociery has been builc
on 905 acres of land
donarted bw Sheikh Hasina.

In the coopecratives
syvstem. the ownership of
the land will mnor be

changed, while rthe profic
from the crops production
on the land will be divided

into three parces, she said.

Two shares of the profic
will be given for the land
owners and the farmers
who give labour. The re-
maining share will be given
to the fund of the coopera-
tives, she added.

The prime minister reic-
erated her call o bring
every inch of land under
cultivation to increase food
production to curt depend-
ency on others.

Abourt the pension
scheme, she said her gow-
ernment rook the universal
pension schemes for
secured furure life of the
COUNryMmen.

“WVe are T only
working for rthe present
but also for the future. The
Uniwversal Pension Scheme
will secure furure life of its
beneficiaries,” she said.

Hasina, also the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Acswami
League, urged her party
members to join the uni-
versal pension scheme for
berrerment of their old-age
lifie.

Bangabandhu’s wyoung-
eSSt daughrer Sheikh
Rehana was present at the
event.

Gopalganij Depury
Commissioner Ka=xi Mah-
bubul Alam moderated the
view-exchange meeting.

Mid Adbdual Wadud,
state miniscer for local
government, rural dewvel-
opment, and co-opera-
tives; Sheikh Helal

Uddin, member of parlia-

ment from rthe Bager-
hat-1 COMSTituency:;
Sheikh Salauddin,
member of parliament
representing Khulna-2;
Md Shahid Ullah
Khandaker, former

senior secrerary and des-
ignacted representatives
overseeing dewvelopment
projects in Aowami League
President and Prime
Minisrer Sheikh Hasina’'s
constituency Gopal-
ganj-3; and Al-Beli Afifa,
superintendent of police

of Gopalganj were
present at the ewvent
among the guests.
Besides, Gopalgani
Mawor Sheikh Rakib
Hossain and his family
members, Gopalgani
Awami League President

Mahbub Ali Khan and che
General Secretary GNM Sa-
habuddin A2zam, and other
local AL leaders and acriv-
ists attended the event.

Larver, the prime minis-
rer discribured agriculoural
equipment and education-
al marterials as well as fi-
nancial grants among the
poor and students.

The PM arrived ar her
ancestral home in Tuan-
gipara by road after cross-
ing the Padma Bridge on
Friday morning.

She paid rributes and

offered prayvers at the
Mausoleum of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu

Sheikh NVMujibur Rahman.
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Date: 10-04-2024 (Page: 12)

Stop eating polished rice to help
reduce its price: Food Minister

Staff Correspondent

Food minister Sadhan Chandra
Majumder on Thursday requested con-
sumers to stop eating shiny polished
rice in order to reduce the price of the
staple.

"The government is working to stop
rice polishing process by making a new
law. We have also stopped marketing rice
under different names like Miniket. 1
would say to the consumers 'stop eating
shiny rice, the price of rice will come
down and we will also be able to export
rice," he said while inaugurating an

international  exhibition at the
International Convention City
Bashundhara (ICCB) in the city as the
chief guest.

After polishing, there remains no
nuirient in rice except carbohydrate, he
said, adding that the polishing process
of rice involves electricity cost and
labour wage and these extra costs are

ultimately added to the price of rice.
Sadhan Majumder said, "We destroy

around 12 lakh tonnes of rice every year
by polishing, out of around 4 crore
tonnes of rice we grow annually. Once
we stop polishing rice, we can export at
least half of the quantity. As we have ade-
quate stocks of rice in the country, we
will be able to export 5 to 7 lakh tonnes
of rice by stopping polishing rice."

"That's why the government is going
to implement the new law from this
Aman season. The rice millers who will
polish rice will be punished or penalised
for the offence of polishing rice," he
warned.

According to the organisers, food,
agro-technology, poultry, dairy prod-
ucts, medical equipment and health
tourism are on display at the
International Exhibition.

The Global USA organiszed the exhi-
bition. More than 100 companies from
15 countries including Bangladesh,
Turkey, India, Singapore, Germany,
South Korea, Sri Lanka and China are
participating in the three-day which
ends on Saturday.
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