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ZYGOPHYLLACEAE

M. S. Khan and A. M. Hugq

Herbs or shrubs, some times woody at the base, very rarely trees.
Branches often articulated, pubescent or glabrous. Leaves alternate
or opposite, 2-foliolate or pinnately compound, rarely simple, entire
or multifid, stipulate, hirsute, often spinescent. Flowers solitary or
paired, rarely bracteolate, bisexual, actinomorphic or zygomorphic,
pedicellate, leaf-opposed or pseudo-axillary, or rarely terminal. Disk
present, convex or depressed, rarely annular, eglandular, sometimes
absent. Sepals 5, rarely 4, free or slightly connate below, imbricate,
rarely valvate, more or less persistent. Petals 5 or 4, rarely absent,
distinct, imbricate or contorted, rarely valvate. Stamens as many as
or twice or thrice the number of petals, the filaments often unequal,
adnate to the base of the petals, free, anthers 2-locular, oblong,
dorsifixed or versatile, dehiscence longitudinal or lateral. Carpels 4-5,
rarely fewer or more, united in to 2- to 12-lobed, angled or winged,
2 to 12-locular, sessile or stipitate; ovary superior ; style terminal,
simple, stigmas 5, free or decurrent ; ovules 2 to numerous, rarely
1, ascending or pendulous. Fruit dehiscent or indehisent of 2-10,
free or united, spiny cocci, very rarely a berry. Seeds solitary
or more, oblong or linear, albumen fleshy or horny, embryo straight
or surved.
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