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FLORAL COMPOSITION OF KAPTAI NATIONAL PARK UNDER
RANGAMATI DISTRICT IN BANGLADESH

SARDER Nasik Uppix! AND NAIMUR RAHMAN
Bangladesh National Herbarium, Chiriakhana Road, Mirpur-1, Dhaka-1216.
Keywords: Floral composition. Kaptai National Park. Bangladesh.
Abstract

A checklist of vascular flora (Angiosperms, Gymnosperms & Pteridophytes) of Kaptal
National Park (KNP) has been prepared. KNP is situated in Rangamati district in
Bangladesh. KNP flora is very rich and diverse, but still poorly known. The present study
has found 840 spc<:1e<; under 493 genera and 132 families, based on the herbarium
specimens and available literature. Among them. Pter 1doph\tes is represented by 36 species,
G\mnoepelms by 3 species, Dicotyledons by 644 species and Monocotyledons by 157
species. Ten dominant families (ie. family with > 18 species) of the study area are
Rubiaceae (58 species). Euphorbiaceae (53 species). Poaceae (42 species), Fabaceae (40
species), Cyperaceae (21 species). Moraceae (20 species). Orchidaceae (19 species),
Araceae (19 species), Asteraceae (18 species) and Lauraceac (18 species). Among the
species, the number of herbs, shrubs. climbers and trees are 310, 165, 129 and 23
respectively. The vegetation of the area is semi-evergreen in nature and that comprises with
808 evergreen and 31 deciduous plant species. The data analysis has also revealed that 595
plant species (about 71% of the total flora) have either known economical or ecological
values. The study has found 33 threatened (Cntlcali\ Endangered. Endangered and
Vulnerable) and 285 near threatened (nt) plant species of the country from the area.

Introduction

The Kaptai National Park (KNP) is located
in Kaptai upazila under Rangamati hill district.
[t is about 57 Km away from Chittagong city. It i
is situated between 22°27'18"N to 22°30'02"N
and 92°10'12"E to 92°17'00"E. This area was
declared as *Sitapahar Reserved Forest™ in 1883
which was finally gazetted in 1945. Later, in
the year 1999. Government of Bangladesh
declared the Sitapahar reserved forest as
‘Kaptai National Park™. KNP covers an area of
5464.78 hectare and it is within the jurisdiction
of Kaptai and Karnaphuli Forest Range under
Chittagong Hill Tracts South Forest Division
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