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The serial numbers correspond to those given in the map.
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Madaripur
Magura
Manikganj
Meherpur
Maulvi Bazar
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Mymensingh
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Narsingdi
Natore
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GESNERIACEAE Dumort.

Sarder Nasir Uddin

Acaulescent or caulescent herbs, shrubs, occasionally epiphytes or rarely trees. Leaves
simple, usually opposite, or rarely alternate or whorled or basal, rosette forming, those of
a pair equal or unequal, plants sometimes with one leaf, entire or dentate, rarely
shallowly to deeply lobed, pinnately or rarely palmately veined; exstipulate.
Inflorescence usually axillary or terminal, simple or compound, dichasial cymes, rarely
racemose, subcapitate or solitary flowers, bracts small or absent; usually pedunculate.
Flowers large and showy, hermaphrodite, often protandrous, zygomorphic or rarely
actinomorphic, sometimes cleistogamous with reduced corolla. Calyx (4 or) 5-lobed or
divided to the base. Corolla 5-(rarely 4) merous, gamopetalous, with a distinct tube, limb
often 2-lipped, lobes imbricate, adaxial pair usually interior. Stamens 2 or 4, rarely 5,
inserted on the corolla tube, anthers free or coherent, thecae 2, parallel, divergent, or
divaricate, staminodes 1-3 or absent. Disk annular or cupular, rarely absent. Ovary
superior, 1-celled with 2 parietal bilamellate placentae, usually inrolled, styles simple,
stigmas simple or variously lobed, ovules numerous, anatropous. Fruits often a linear
capsule, splitting loculicidally, valves straight or twisted, rarely a berry, indehiscent.
Seeds numerous, fusiform to ellipsoid or ovoid, minute, sometimes hair-like appendages
at either end, with or without endosperm; embryo straight, cotyledons equal or unequal

after germination.

A family of over 3000 species belonging to 133 genera, mainly pantropical in
distribution with only a few species in temperate region (Wang et al., 1998). In

Bangladesh, the family is represented by 11 genera and 28 species.
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