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Press Release

Date: Thursday, 22 January 2026

On the occasion of International Day of Education 2026, Bangladesh National Commission
for UNESCO (BNCU) is organizing a discussion seminar and cultural program on Saturday,
24 January 2026 at 11:00 AM at the auditorium of the International Mother Language
Institute, Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

Recognizing education as the foundation of peace and development, the United Nations
General Assembly unanimously proclaimed 24 January as the International Day of Education
on 3 December 2018. Since then, BNCU and UNESCO Dhaka have jointly observed the day
each year. UNESCO sets a global theme annually, and the theme for 2026 is: “The Power of
Youth in Co-Creating Education.”

The event will be graced by Professor Dr. Chowdhury Rafiqul Abrar, Honorable Adviser,
Ministry of Education and Chairperson, Bangladesh National Commission for UNESCO, as
the Chief Guest. Ms. Rehana Parveen, Secretary, Secondary and Higher Education Division,
Ministry of Education and Secretary-General, BNCU, will attend as Special Guest. Ms.
Susan Vize, Head of Office and UNESCO Representative to Bangladesh, will join as Guest
of Honor. The program will be chaired by Ms. Subvina Monir Chithi, Deputy Secretary-
General, BNCU.

It is noteworthy that, ahead of the celebration, BNCU organized a youth dialogue on 20
January 2026 at the International Conference Hall of the International Mother Language
Institute. Representatives from co-curricular clubs of schools, colleges, madrasas, and
universities actively participated there. Students from secondary to higher education levels
shared their experiences, challenges, opportunities, and future aspirations. This vibrant
dialogue provided a remarkable platform to amplify the voices of young learners from
diverse disciplines. The student’s representatives will also share their experience in the
International Day of Education.
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