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N O T I F I C A T I O N

NO. »m/lM-4/73-IO Dated; Dhaka the I9th A p r il ,  1973

In exerc ise  o f  the powers conferred by section  25 read with 
c lause  (VI) o f  Sub-section  ( I )  o f  section  I5_ol_the Inland Vater 
Transport Authority Ordinance,I958(Ordinance No.LXXV of I95Q)the 
Government i s  pleased to  make the fo l lo w in g  r u le s ,  namely s-

THB RffllOVAL OF WRECKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS IN INLAfR) 
NAVIGABLE VATBRWAY3 RULES, 1973.

( i )  These r u le s  sh a ll  be ca lled  the Removal of ’wrecks and 
ob stru ction s  in  inland navigable  \>’aterways R u les ,1973*

( i i )  These i”u les  ^iOll come into f o r c e  at once and sh all  be 
deemed to  have taken e f f e c t  on the 1st day of January,
1973.

I.

2 . In these Rules u n less  there is  anj^hi.ng repugnant in the 
sub j e c t 'o r '  csontext - -------------------------------- -----

( i )  "Inland navigable  waterways " means and includes -

(a) A l l  r iv e r s  and canals wiiere vessels can ply during
any part o f  a year; ____

(b) any la k e , haor, beel or any other expanse of watea' 
which are used by vessels in any part o f  the year;

(c )  Shores o f  the above mentioned \ra.terways;

(d) inland r iv e r  p o r ts ,  i^d_ih^ ghats'and' termInals 
maintained and operated by the Authority on any of 
the above mentioned waterways.

( i i )  "O bstruction” means any impediment to  the use o f  inland 
~ Hvlgabl e - wat erway s by an y . _m ean s_._----------------- -----------

( i i . i )  “V esse ls ” means and includes any thing made fo r  the
conveyance by water of  human .being or o f  property;

( iv )  "Wreck " means and includes the fo l lo w in g  ;dien found in
the in la n d ' navigable  vhiterways or on the shores th ereo f;

(a) goods which have begi cast into the waterway; s and
....... . '"then^'Sink • and -^remain^and er ^wafS^;

(b) goods which have been cast or fall^, into the watecr- 
vnays and remain f l o a t in g  on the s<irface;

(c )  goods v7hich arc stmk in the vmterways, but are
....... attached to  a f lo a t in g  ob ject  in order that they

may be found again;
(d) goods which are thrown away or  abandoned;
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(e )  a v e s s e l  abandcnod without hope or intention  of 
reco v e r y ;

abided ( f )  a v e sse l  sunk o r  capsized due to c o l l i s i o n , storm
de n o t i f l c a t  ion „

Ju ly , 1981. other reasons;

I f  any wreck or obstruction  is  f  cund or  reported in any inland 
navi^^able waterways so as to impede, or l ik e ly  to  impede navi­
g a t io n , the Authority may’ cause‘ 'th‘e~w?^ck”u r 'ob stru ct  iori t o  be 
ra ise d ,  removed or  destroyed .

( i )  The Chairman may himself o r  through any perscn appointed 
by him/tftat behalf take possession o f  any_:.^resk;

( i i )  The Chairman or the perscn appointed by hir. under sub rule 
( i )  may cctistitut'e a Corr.ittee to  a s s is t  him in the per­
formance o f  h i s  d u t ie s .

Any person find ing-and  taking possession o f  ^.y wreck-within 
the inland navigable...waterways o r ,b f ih g ih ^ w ith ln  sucfi l im it  
any vrreck which has been found and taken possession of elscv^iore, 
sh a ll,  as soon as p r a c t ic a b le -

~(-a)-_if de the owner th ereo f ,  g iv e  the Cha ir rrwan__o r_th£_-r-€rsoTr 
appointed by him n o t ice  in w riting of the f in d in g  of the 
wreck and of the marks by which such wreck is  d ie t  in.̂ uJ i shrd ;

(b) i f  lie be not owner o f  the same,deliver the same t o  the 
Chairman or the person appointed by him.

( i )  ^ en ev er  any wreck is  found by the Chairman or the person 
appointed by him or ex istence  o f  any wrecJ^i5_J3r=-G»ight--’to ' '
h is  no^Tce, i f  i i i a i l  be publifiied in a t lea s t  two lo c a l  
newspapers contain ing  d escr ip t ion  o f  the wreck and the time 
and p lace  where tiie same was found, as fa r  as practi c a b le , ca­
l l i n g  upon the law fu l oimer t o  remove the wreck within a 

-— — period _ o f  _I3(f  i f  tcen)days from the date o f  publication  of 
sii.ch n o t ice ?

Provided that anyone claim.ing to  be '̂an owner rfia ll 
have to establid^ his cT aim hy producing documents to  e 
s a t is fa c t io n  o f  the Chairman or the person aupointod by him.

( i i ) A fter  p u b lica tion  o f  the n o t ice  a fo resa id , i f  any owner
a p p lie s  f o r  extension o f  time fo r  i t s  rer’.o-.'al and there are 
reasons to b e liev e  t.hai, such extension i s  necer'sary t)ie 
Chairman or the person anpointed by him may extraid the time 
up a period o f  s ix ty  days from the date of Id ica t  ion of 
the n o t i c e .  ' “ ...

( i l l )  I f  the o\mer f a i l s  to  respond to the n o t ice  publis}ie<i under 
su b -n t le  ( i )  the Chairman or the person anpointed by him may 
take pos3 ess_ian_of and cause the wreck to be r a ise d , rei;ovc}d or 
destroyed. contd. . 11/^
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( i v )  Notwithstanding anything ccntained in these ru les , 
the Authority  may, f o r  reasons to be recorded in
w r it in g , remove or salvage, without any notice,any^__
wreck and keep the wr^k^iind e f~ itg  -cugtody~^3Tlnalcing 
arfan gemehts’’ f o r  guarding the same, the cos t  o f  
which shall be hom e by the owners*

The Chairman or the pei'son appointed by him sh a ll ,  
'^^r-tai^hTT^ds3^sl.Dn~of any~wTWinnrder~Hile_ 6 , or 
when iiie wreck has been delivered  to  him inaccordance 
with clause (b)_ o f_ru le—5—by-any person not being 
the owner th ereo f , publish the sane by n o t i f i c a t io n  
in the o f f ic i .a l .  g a ze tte  and in a t l e a s t  two lo c a l  
newspapers giv ign  a d escr ip t ion  Of such wreck and 
time and p lace \diere i t  was found , as^fa r—ag—u r s c ^  
t i c a b le .

( i i )  I f  the wreck is o f  p e r i^ a b le  nature the Chairman or 
the person appointed by him may d.i spose-ofl. th e same 
immediately by public auction.

8. ( i )  I f  a fte r  pub lica tion  o f  n o t i f i c a t io n  under ru le  7, 
the wreck i s  unclaimed  ̂ or- i f  the por e on claim ing ' 
the same f a i l s  to pay the co s t  incurred and a 
fu rth er  sum o f  20̂  ̂ in respect th ereo f,  the ChairrTtm 
or the person appointed by him may s e l l  sjuch wreck 
by pub lic  au ction , a fte r  waiting f o r  a period of 
s ix ty  days from ihe date o f  publication  o f  the n o t ice .

Provided that the Government may order d is ­
posal o f  such wreck in any manner deemed necessary.-

( i i )  In casel'any d ispute  ccncem ing the amojnt due under 
sub m l e ( i )  the decision  o f  the Authority sfiall be 
f  in a l .

9* When a wreck..haa__been_sold 1^n_the mamer nrescribed in 
siib-r\ile ( I )  o f rule 8, the amcunt due f o r  salvage ard 
the charges together with the expenses of the sale sfiall 
be deducted from ths proceeds of such sale,and the 
balance ^ a l l  be d e p o s i t - ,  with the_^Gpyerhment"6r sfiail ■ 
be disposed  o f ' as otherwise d irected  by the Government.
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Having established  h i s  claim within the a foresaid  
period i f  the owner cannot pay 1 1 1 6  cost  o f  salva,c^e 
and other charges forthw ith  -the ..Chairman or the p_er_gOn 
appoint ed by~him may a llow  the owneF'^b'take custody 
or the wreck on execution o f  an indemnity bond or on 
fu im ish ing Bank Guarantee to  the sa t is fa c t io n  of the 

^ Chairman or the person appointed by him:

Provided that the p er iM  “of such custody sh all  
not exceed one year.

I I .  ( i )  The Authority may cause t o  be removed and destroyed 
any obstructicti on any inland navigable waterway .

( i i ) In removing and destroying obstruction  no p u b lic___

NO. J#D/IM-4/73-

SiZ. Khan,
3 eere ta ry . '

Dhaka,dated the I9th A p ril ,  I973*

Copy forwarded to
1. The Chairmen ,BIV/TA, DIT Building Annexe,Dhaka.
2. The Chairman,BIWTC,Dhaka .
3« The M inistry of lav; and Parliamenty A ffa irs ,G ovt, of 

Bang lad e sh, Dhaka»
4. The M inistry o f  Coramunicat ions , Govt. o f  Banglad esli, Dhaka.
5. The Ministry o f  Pi.nan ce. Govt, of Banglad e^i ,Dhaka.

9d/~ Ramjan A li Miah, 
Deputy Secretary,

O.Haq/


