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MNISTRY OF SHIPPING, IWT ATD AYIIT ION«

NOTIFICATION
NO. »m/IM-4/73-10 Dated; Dhaka the 19th April, 1973

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 25 read with
clause (VI) of Sub-section (1) of section 15 ol _the Inland Vater
Transport Authority Ordinance,1958(Ordinance No.LXXV of 195Q)the
Government is pleased to make the following rules, namely s-

THB RfflIOVAL OF WRECKS AND OBSTRUCTIONS IN INLAfR)
NAVIGABLE VATBRWAY3 RULES, 1973.

l. (i) These rules shall be called the Removal of wrecks and
obstructions in inland navigable “aterways Rules,1973*

(i1) These i"ules ~iOIll come into force at once and shall be
deemed to have taken effect on the 1st day of January,

1973.

2. In these Rules unless there is anj™hi.ng repugnant in the

subject'or' csontext - -
(i) "Inland navigable waterways " means and includes -

(a) AIll rivers and canals wiiere vessels can ply during
any part of a year;

(b) any lake, haor, beel or any other expanse of watea'
which are used by vessels in any part of the year;

(c) Shores of the above mentioned \ra.terways;

(d) inland river ports, i~d_ih™ ghats'and' termlnals
maintained and operated by the Authority on any of
the above mentioned waterways.

(i1) "Obstruction” means any impediment to the use of inland
~ Hvlgable-waterways by any .neans. -

(it.1) “Vessels” means and includes any thing made for the
conveyance by water of human .being or of property;

(iv) "Wreck " means and includes the following ;dien found in
the inland'navigable vhiterways or on the shores thereof;

(a) goods which have begi cast into the waterway;s and
....... . "then”'Sink eand -“remain”and er ~wafS";

(b) goods which have been cast or fall®, into the watecr-
vnays and remain floating on the s<irface;

(c) goods which arc stmk in the vmterways, but are

....... attached to a floating object in order that they
may be found again;

(d) goods which are thrown away or abandoned,;
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(e) a vessel abandcnod without hope or intention of

recovery;
abided (f) a vessel sunk or capsized due to collision,storm
de notiflcat ion "
July, 1981. other reasons;

If any wreck or obstruction is f cund or reported in any inland
navi“able waterways so as to impede, or likely to impede navi-
gation, the Authority may’cause’ 'th'e~w?~ck”ur'obstruct iori to be

raised, removed or destroyed.

(1) The Chairman may himself or through any perscn appointed
by him/tftat behalf take possession of any :.”resk;

(i1) The Chairman or the perscn appointed by hir. under sub rule
(i) may cctistitut'e a Corr.ittee to assist him in the per-
formance of his duties.

Any person finding-and taking possession of ~.y wreck-within

the inland navigable...waterways or,bfihgih”~withln sucfi limit

any vrreck which has been found and taken possession of elscv”/iore,
shall, as soon as practicable-

~(-a)-_if de the owner thereof, give the Chair mnan or thf -r-€rsoTr
appointed by him notice in writing of the finding of the
wreck and of the marks by which such wreck is diet in”uWishrd ;

(b) if lie be not owner of the same,deliver the same to the
Chairman or the person appointed by him.

(i) ~enever any wreck is found by the Chairman or the person
appointed by him or existence of any wrecJ™i5_J3r=-Gright--'to"
his no~Tce, if i1iiail be publifited in atleast two local
newspapers containing description of the wreck and the time
and place where tiie same was found, as far as practi cable,ca-
Iling upon the lawful oimer to remove the wreck within a

-— — period _of _I13(f iftcen)days from the date of publication of
sii.ch notice?
Provided that anyone claim.ing to be™an owner rfiall

have to establid”™ his cTaim hy producing documents to e
satisfaction of the Chairman or the person aupointod by him.

(ii) After publication of the notice aforesaid, if any owner
applies for extension of time for its rerlo-'al and there are
reasons to believe thai, such extension is necer'sary t)ie
Chairman or the person anpointed by him may extraid the time

up a period of sixty days from the date of Idicat ion of
the notice. b
(i) If the o\mer fails to respond to the notice publis}ie<i under

sub-ntle (i) the Chairman or the person anpointed by him may
take possess_ian_of and cause the wreck to be raised,rei;ovcld or

destroyed. contd. ./
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ided (iv) Notwithstanding anything ccntained in these rules,
Lfi cation the Authority may, for reasons to be recorded in

Jil'y,1981.
writing,remove or salvage, without any notice,any”™_

wreck and keep the wr”~k”iindef~itg -cugtody~"3Tlnalcing
arfan gemehts”for guarding the same, the cost of
which shall be home by the owners*

The Chairman or the pei'son appointed by him shall,
‘ANr-tai"hTTNds3”sl.Dn~of any~wTWinnrder~Hile_ 6, or
when iiie wreck has been delivered to him inaccordance
with clause (b)_of rule—b5—by-any person not being
the owner thereof ,publish the sane by notification

in the offici.al. gazette and in at least two local
newspapers givign a description Of such wreck and
time and place \diere it was found , as~far—ag—ursc”
ticable.

(i) If the wreck is of peri®able nature the Chairman or
the person appointed by him may di spose-ofl. the same

immediately by public auction.

8. (i) If after publication of notification under rule 7,
the wreck is unclaimed ”~ or- if the poreon claiming '
the same fails to pay the cost incurred and a
further sum of 20" in respect thereof, the ChairrTtm
or the person appointed by him may sell sjuch wreck
by public auction, after waiting for a period of
sixty days from ihe date of publication of the notice.

Provided that the Government may order dis-
posal of such wreck in any manner deemed necessary.-

(i) In casel'any dispute ccnceming the amojnt due under
sub mle(i) the decision of the Authority sfiall be

final.

9* When a wreck..haa__been_sold 1”n the mamer nrescribed in
siib-r\ile (1) of rule 8, the amcunt due for salvage ard
the charges together with the expenses of the sale sfiall
be deducted from ths proceeds of such sale,and the
balance ~all be deposit-, with the ~Gpyerhment"6r sfiail =
be disposed of'as otherwise directed by the Government.
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Having established his claim within the aforesaid
period if the owner cannot pay 1116 cost of salvache

and other charges forthwith -the ..Chairman or the per gOn
appoint ed by~him may allow the owneF'~b'take custody
or the wreck on execution of an indemnity bond or on
fuimishing Bank Guarantee to the satisfaction of the
AChairman or the person appointed by him:

Provided that the periM “of such custody shall

not exceed one year.

(i) The Authority may cause to be removed and destroyed
any obstructicti on any inland navigable waterway

(11) In removing and destroying obstruction no public__

SiZ. Khan,
3eeretary.’

J#D/IM-4/73- Dhaka,dated the 19th April, 1973*

Copy forwarded to

The Chairmen ,BIV/ITA, DIT Building Annexe,Dhaka.

The Chairman,BIWTC,Dhaka .

The Ministry of lav; and Parliamenty Affairs,Govt, of
Banglad esh,Dhaka»

The Ministry of Coramunicat ions ,Govt.of Banglad esli, Dhaka.

The Ministry of Pi.nance. Govt, of Banglad e”i ,Dhaka.

9d/~ Ramjan Ali Miah,
Deputy Secretary,

O.Haqg/
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