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HIGHLIGHTS

Government has approved National Pay Scale — Will he effective from first July 2026 and implemented
in three phases. [BBC: 04]

Today is BNP’s 48th founding anniversary — The Prime Minister has greeted party’s leaders, activists
and countrymen on the occasion. [R. Today: 18]

The President has urged BGB to take more effective measures to stop smuggling, drug trafficking, push-
ins and border killings. [Jago FM: 11]

Health and Family Welfare Minister has stressed on raising awareness about harmful effects of tobacco
and nicotine to protect future generation. [Jago FM: 15]

State Minister for LGRD and Cooperatives has instructed to strengthen field level coordination in
administration, public welfare and development activities. [Jago FM: 13]

Election Commission has informed that current number of voters in country is 128,717,643. [BBC: 06]

High Court has upheld death sentence of Hitu Sheikh in case lodged over sensational rape and murder of
eight year old Asiya in Magura. [BBC: 05]

US has provided $2.4 million to Bangladesh for health equipment to strengthen maternal, newborn and
child health services across country. [R. Today: 17]

Bangladesh’s Runa Khan has received Ramon Magsaysay Award, widely known as 'Nobel Prize of Asia'.
[Jago FM: 12]
In Nepal, death toll in flash floods has risen to 903 with more than 4,000 people missing. [DW: 11]
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NEPAL RACES TO RESCUE TRAPPED WORKERS, AS FLOOD DEA TH TOLL
SURPASSES 900

Nepal's rescue teams, aided by Chinese and Indian experts , are racing to save more than
900 workers believed to be trapped underground at hydropower projects hit by devastating
flash floods. Nepali officials said on Monday that the focus was on reaching the workers in
about a dozen hydropower project tunnels blocked by mud and rock debris. The
unprecedented deluge of ice, rock, mid and debris on the Nepal-Tibet border on Wednesday
- caused by a glacier collapse - has killed 903 people with 4,247 missing in Nepal, its
disaster authority said. The flood also wreaked havoc across the border in China's Tibet
region, where at least 16 people died and 546 are missing, said Chinese authorities.
Hundreds of bodies, many unidentified, have been buried in shallow graves as they began
decomposing in the humid weather after being swept down the mountains by the torrent. At
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a hospital in the capital of Kathmandu, morgues have reached capacity and families are
flocking to other hospitals in hopes of finding missing loved ones. In addition to the 933
missing by hydropower workers, some 500 workers from the Truck and Container
Association are also missing. The Red Cross has estimated that more than 90,000 people
are likely to have been affected by the disaster, which China has linked to the effects of
climate change. Prime Minister Balendra Shah said the flood was an "unprecedented and
devastating natural disaster" and it remained challenging to compile a complete assessment
of the damage. (BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)

US AND IRAN TRADE STRIKES FOR FIRST TIME IN WEEKS

Iran and the US have traded strikes after American forces attacked two rocket launchers on
Larak Island in the Strait of Hormuz. The first known US strikes on Iran since late July killed
two people and injured two others, according to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), which vowed "response and punishment". US Central Command (Centcom) said it
took "limited precise action" after observing Iran preparing to "launch rockets and deploy sea
mines into the Strait of Hormuz", according to its spokesperson. Iran said it had struck US
military bases in Jordan in response, with Jordan's army saying it had intercepted eight
missiles early on Monday morning. Iran's state TV also said the Iranian army had targeted
an air base in the UAE with drones. However, the UAE's Ministry of Defence denied the
reports that Al-Minhad Air Base had been targeted as "unfounded". The UAE did confirm it
shot down a drone. (BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)

ALGERIA PRESIDENT SEEKS DEATH PENALTY FOR ARSONISTS AFTER DEADLY
FOREST FIRES

Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune has said he wants to reinstate the death penalty
for arsonists, following a wave of forest fires that have killed at least 12 people. The
president ordered the justice ministry to introduce changes to the criminal law introducing
capital punishment for arsonists. Capital punishment remains in the country's penal code for
some offences, but no execution has been carried out since 1993. More than 100 wildfires
have been recorded in recent days in the north-east of the country, most of which have been
extinguished. On Saturday, Tebboune said he did not rule out foul play. The Algerian
president said necessary investigations would be carried out especially in view of the
intensity of the fires. On Sunday, he gave a 15 September deadline for amendments to
provide for the death sentence for anymore convicted of internationally starting a fire in
forested areas. (BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)

TURKIYE, SAUDI ARABIA, PAKISTAN HOLD FIRST MECCA DE FENCE PACT
MEETING

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Tyrkiye have formally called their new mutual-defence pact the
Mecca Defence Alliance, announcing the name on Monday in Istanbul after a meeting
between senior officials from the three countries. "There is a secretariat that has been
established in Riyadh, and the first secretary general will be appointed amongst our
Pakistani brothers," Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan said at a press conference after
the talks. Fidan said the alliance was based on "international principles such as respecting
the sovereignty of other states, territorial integrity and not intervening in internal affairs," and
that it remained "open for the partnership and participation of any other country” in the
region. The meeting came just hours after Washington and Tehran traded strikes for the first
time in a month, breaking a lull in a war that now run for more than six months, after the US
and Israel launched attacks on Iran on February 28.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)

RESCUERS SEARCH FOR 18 MISSING AFTER BOAT CAPSIZES OFF NORTHERN
CYPRUS

The search is continuing for 18 missing people the day after eight people died when a ferry
capsized off the coast of Northern Cyprus. Early on Monday, the captain and eight others
were brought before a judge and placed under formal arrest as three days of national
mourning began, according to the official state news agency of the self-declared Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). The ferry ran into trouble about midday on Sunday,
shortly after leaving the northern port of Girne - also known as Kyrenia - heading for the
Turkish port of Tasucu in Mersin province. It was one of several daily sea shuttle links with
Turkiye. (BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)
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SPAIN'S SANCHEZ SAYS RUSSIA, ISRAEL SPREAD DISINFOR MATION ON CEUTA
CRISIS

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has accused Israel and Russia of spreading and
amplifying disinformation related to the mass influx of migrants to Ceuta last month, citing
research by the European External Action Service (EEAS), the European Union's foreign
service. "After July 30 and 31, rumours and disinformation spread on social networks linked
to Russia and Israel, and to an ultra-right international that always uses migration to attack
both Spain and Europe and divide it," Sanchez told Spain's Cadena Ser radio on Monday.
Sanchez said it was "evident" that the two countries had used the crisis to criticize the
Spanish government, as they were at odds with Madrid over its position on the wars in
Ukraine and the Middle East. At least 70,000 people crossed into Spain's North African
enclave from Morocco over several days in late July, triggering a Europe-wide migrant alert.
(BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)

GREECE SIGNS $3.5BN AIR DEFENCE DEAL WITH ISRAEL

Greece has signed a 3.5bn defence deal with Israel to provide its first integrated "multi-
layered" air defence network. Israel said the agreement, negotiated over three years, is one
of the largest in the country's history. Engineer's will set up an aerial defence shield for the
Greeks, integrating three Israeli systems, including the SPYDER system, produced by
Rafael Advanced Defence Systems, the BARAK MX system, made by Israel Aerospace
Industries and David's Sling air defence technology, an Israeli defence ministry statement
said on Monday. The agreement comes as Israeli weapons exports are soaring, despite
widespread criticism over its genocidal war against Palestinians in Gaza and other wars in
Lebanon and Iran. (BBC News Web Page: 31/08/26, FARUK)
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