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HIGHLIGHTS

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said no attempt to divide Bangladesh along religious, ethnic,
linguistic or other identity lines will be allowed to succeed. [R. Today: 27]

Ziaur Rahman Foundation Vice-President Dr Zubaida Rahman has called for creating a nationwide
database of people suffering from thalassaemia & other congenital rare diseases. [Jago FM: 19]

Health and Family Welfare Minister has said government will provide the highest level of support for the
treatment and welfare of thalassemia patients. [Jago FM: 18]

India is reviewing a formal request from Bangladesh to extradite former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
[BBC: 06]

Saudi Arabia has announced formation of new maritime defense alliance with 13 countries including

Bangladesh to safequard freedom of navigation through Bab Al-Mandeb Strait, Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.

[DW: 11]
UAE government has agreed in principle to send former Inspector General of Police of Bangladesh
Benazir Ahmed back to Bangladesh. [BBC: 04]
Bangladesh Petrol Pump Owners Association has said that country's liquid fuel sector is currently facing
a severe crisis. [Jago FM: 20]
Dhaka Metropolitan Police have arrested 433 people in separate drives across capital. [Jago FM: 23]

More than 30 people have been killed in clashes between protesters and security forces during regional
elections in Pakistan-administered Kashmir. [NHE: 12]

Rbout 60,000 migrants have crossed into Spain's North African territory of Ceuta from Morocco in the
last 24 hours via land and sea. [BBC: 32]
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BBC
ABOUT 60,000 MIGRANTS ENTER SPANISH TERRITORY OF CEUTA IN 24 HOURS
About 60,000 migrants have crossed into Spain's North African territory of Ceuta from
Morocco in the last 24 hours via land and sea, officials estimate. At least 34 people died
while trying to reach the territory - some swimming to cross into Spain. This comes after
Spain's Supreme Court ruled this month that migrants stopped at sea while trying to reach
Ceuta or Melilla, another Spanish exclave, cannot be summarily returned to Morocco. Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez described the situation as an "attack" and said the government was
working to return all illegal migrants to Morocco "as soon as possible". Several European
leaders have expressed concern, some promising to tighting border controls. Ceuta, on
Morocco's northern coast, is separated from mainland Spain by the Strait of Gibraltar and
has long been a focal point for migrants attempting to reach Europe.
(BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)
HAMAS AGREED TO DISARM AFTER TRUMP ANNOUNCES BOARD OF PEACE PLAN
US President Donald Trump says the Board of Peace has reached an agreement for the
"complete disarmament" of Hamas and other armed groups in Gaza. A senior Hamas official
has told the BBC the group has agreed to the Board of Peace's plan to completely disarm in
Gaza and that an official statement would be released soon. Israel has yet to comment. The
board, created and led by Trump, said in a statement that the agreement concludes months
of "intensive, good faith negotiations”, and that its focus is now on implementation. It is part
of the second phase of a US-brokered Gaza ceasefire plan includes the disarmament of
Hamas, the withdrawal of Israeli troops and the reconstruction of Gaza. (BBC News Web
Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)
PERU'S EX-PRESIDENT HAS 15-YEAR JAIL SENTENCE FOR CORRUPTION
Peru's constitutional court has overturned a 15-year jail sentence handed to the country's
former president after he was found guilty of corruption. Ollanta Humala, who led the country
from 2011 to 2016, was convicted in 2025 of accepting illegal funds from the Venezuelan
president and Brazilian construction company Odebrecht to fund his election campaigns in
2006 and 2011. The former president had said he would appeal against the verdict, and now
Peru's constitutional court has declared the entire criminal proceedings against him null and
void. Humala is expected to be released from Barbadillo Prison in the capital Lima,
according to local media. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)
FIFA SAYS 'NOBODY SELLING FOOTBALL' AS PLAN CONTINUES
Fifa says that "nobody is selling football* as it vowed to continue with the controversial plan
to sell stakes in its competitions to private investigators. Uefa - the body that governs
European football and has 55 members - voted on Thursday to boycott World Cups if the
plan proceeded. Concacaf, which governs football in North and Central America and hosted
this year's World Cup, said its 41 member associations also "rejected" the proposal made by
Fifa president Gianni Infantino. Fifa oversees world football and Infantino would need 106 of
its 211 members to vote in favour for the proposal to go through. Uefa and Concacaf
members combined make up 90 of those votes - six Concacaf members are not Fifa
members. In a statement released on Friday, Fifa claimed the consultation process had
been "disrupted by incorrect media reports”. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)
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FOUR CLIMBERS KILLED SIX FEARED MISSING AFTER PAKISTAN AVALANCHE

Four climbers have died and another six are feared missing after an avalanche on Pakistan's
Broad Peak, one of the world's highest mountains. Two of the four bodies have been
identified, while authorities are in the process of identifying the other two, according to the
tourism minister for region of Gilgit Balistan. Searches began for a ten-member international
mountaineering team led by renowned Nepal-born climber Nirmal Purja after reports an
avalanche hit on Thursday on the 8,047-metre (26,400 ft) peak in the Karakoram range. An
American, a Chinese national, a Pakistani, an Omani and six Nepalese are said to be part of
the climbing group, according to the Alpine Club of Pakistan. Purja, the expedition leader, is
known for climbing all 14 of the world's 8,000-metre plus mountains in just over six months in
2019. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

INDIA WANTS TO JOIN THE STRAWBERRY SUPERPOWERS

In the west of India, the mountainous region of Mahabaleshwar is home to most of India's
strawberry farms. Around 85% of India's strawberry cultivation happens there. An altitude of
more than 1,000m gifts the region a long cool growing season between November and
March. In addition, light, well-drained soil is well-suited to strawberry cultivation. But that
doesn't mean farmers have an easy life - it's a labour intensive and risky way to make a
living. Thousands of farmers grow strawberries across the Mahabaleshwar region, making
the fruit one of the most profitable horticultural crops in western India. Despite that success
the industry still relies on varieties that are imported from California, Florida, Italy and Spain,
as no one in India has developed a domestic plant. It can take 10 to 15 years for breeders in
the US and Europe to develop a top quality fruit and they patent their varieties. "We import
the certified mother plant from the breeder abroad," says Nelson Sequeira, the founder and
director of Tara Farms Fresh, a licensed strawberry propagator.

(BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

MILLIONS OPPOSED MILITARY RULE IN MYANMAR

For the millions of Burmese who have risked their lives and left their homes to oppose
military rule, these are disheartening times. They have been dreaming of a revolution which
will remake Myanmar as a more democratic and inclusive country, and purge the armed
forces from politics. Instead, they are watching the man they hold responsible for igniting the
civil war strengthen his hold on power. Last month Myanmar's military ruler General Min
Aung Hlaing was given a red-carpet welcome by China's Xi Jinping, capping a joint effort by
both countries to transform his image from blood-stained dictator to civilian president,
increasingly accepted, if not respected, by neighbouring countries. Chinese diplomatic and
military support has been critical in helping the man who deposed the elected government of
Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021 to recover from the catastrophic consequences of his coup. Over
the past year the military junta recaptured much of the territory it had lost to the hundreds of
insurgent groups which formed to resist the coup. A state-managed election earlier this year,
from which the main opposition groups were excluded, has now allowed Min Aung Hlaing to
present himself as a legitimate, elected leader. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)
DANUBE'S LOW LEVELS FORCE SHUTDOWN OF HUNGARY'S NUCLEAR PLANT
Hungary's only nuclear power plant will be forced to shut down entirely for the first time due
to record low water levels of the River Danube, Prime Minister Peter Magyar has said. The
Soviet-era Paks power plant uses the Danube for cooling but the water level is so low that
the suction nozzles cannot reach it. Magyar warned Hungary's energy supply could become
“critical" from Monday due to the Paks shutdown and the ongoing heatwave, which will see
temperatures hover around 37C for a week. Like much of Europe, Hungary has seen very
low rainfall and high temperatures for much of the summer. The waters of the Danube have
fallen to the lowest levels for 30 years in several countries, including neighbouring Serbia
and Romania. Magyar asked Hungarians to limit activities that required significant energy
consumption between the peak times of 17:00 and 22:00, including charging electric cars
and using air conditioning equipment. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA'S AFRICA CORPS KILLED MALI CIVILIANS IN AIR STRIKE: HRW

Human Rights Watch has accused Russia's government-controlled paramilitaries of killing
eight civilians, including three children, in an air strike in central Mali. In a report published
on Friday, the rights watchdog alleged that the attacks by Africa Corps took place on June
15 in the village of Kyrnia, in Mali's Mopti region. The junta has to impartially investigate all
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possible war crimes committed on their territory, including the airstrikes in Kyrnia, or be held
complicit in abuses,"” HRW Sahel researcher llaria Allegrozzi said. Military-led Mali is battling
multiple armed groups linked to al-Qaeda and ISIL (ISIS), and has lost large swaths of
territory in recent years. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

IRGC STRIKES US TARGETS IN KUWAIT A DAY AFTER US HITS IRAN

Iran announced on Friday that it had targeted United States military assets at Kuwait's
Ahmed Al-Jaber airbase, describing the attack as retaliation for US strikes a day earlier.
Here is a recap of the latest developments in the US-Israeli war in Iran over the past 24
hours and a look at how the war could be expanding within the region. The Iranian army said
on Friday that its forces had targeted strategic US military facilities at Kuwait's Ahmed Al-
Jaber airbase in a drone attack, describing the operation as retaliation for recent US strikes.
In a statement reported by Iran's semi-official Tasnim news agency, the army said it had
targeted hangars, satellite communication systems and equipment warehouses using
drones. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

NEPAL'S PM URGES CALM THREE PEOPLE KILLED AFTER HINDU-MUSLIM UNREST
Nepal's Prime Minister Balendra Shah has called for calm after clashes between Hindu-
Muslim groups in the country's south have left three people dead. Shah, who has rarely
appeared in public since taking office in March, broke that silence on Thursday with his first
major address to the nation. He urged citizens to act responsibly and help "remove the
clouds of unrest". The violence began Sunday in a village in Sunsari district, near the Indian
border, after a dispute between some Hindus and Muslims over loud music and religious
flags during a Hundu procession, officials said. Police opened fire to disperse the crowd,
killing two men, according to police spokeswoman Abi Narayan Kafle. A third man died
Thursday during a protest in nearby Siraha district, despite a curfew being in place.
Authorities have imposed curfews across Sunsari and neighbouring districts to prevent
further clashes. (BBC News Web Page: 31/07/26, FARUK)

THE END



