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HIGHLIGHTS

Newly elected President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has paid tribute to martyrs of Liberation War at
National Memorial in Savar. (Jago News: 14)

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has directed authorities concerned to quickly move forward with
initiative to build a highway to connect Bhola to country's main road network. (Jago News: 17)

Tarique Rahman has asked authorities concerned to take a pilot project to develop ‘National e-Health
Platform’ to bring country’s healthcare under an integrated digital framework. (R. Today: 23)

Finance Minister has said, government is utilizing all necessary resources to improve ongoing electricity
and gas crisis. (R. Today: 19)

Commerce Minister has said, government wants to build solar power projects to meet electricity demand.
(R. Today: 22)

Home Minister has informed that a list of extortionists is being prepared across the country.
(Jago News: 11)

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry has urged to ensure uninterrupted gas and electricity supply
to industrial sector. (Jago News: 14)

R US court has struck down a Trump administration policy of suspending issuance of immigrant visas to
applicants from 15 countries, including Bangladesh. (BBC: 07)

Police have recovered hodies of a retired school teacher, his wife, daughter and son from a house in
Rangpur city. (R. Today: 21)

Israeli forces have used phosphorus bombs in Nabatieh area in southern Lebanon as part of their ongoing
aggression against the country. (R. Tehran: 08)
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FOURTEEN KILLED IN STRIKE ON MYANMAR MONASTERY

Fourteen people were killed in military air strikes at a monastery in Myanmar early on Friday,
opposition fighters and a local rescue worker have said. All of those killed were elderly and a
number of monks were also injured, the rescue worker told BBC Burmese, adding that the
site was struck twice. The attack happened at around 09:00 local time in Myaung township in
the central Sagaing region, some 70km west of Mandalay, the news agency AFP reported.
Civilians had reportedly gathered at the site for a meditation retreat to mark Buddhist Lent.
Myanmar's military has not commented. Nway Oo Myaung, a pro-democracy rebel, told AFP
that the victims included 11 men and three women. Five of the victims were said to be from
one village, while the remaining nine were from a neighbouring township. "Older people had
entered the meditation centres," Myaung added, saying the dead were aged between 50 and
70. (BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

DOZENS OF PEOPLE ABDUCTED IN ATTACKS ON VILLAGES IN NIGERIA: POLICE
More than 100 people have been abducted in attacks on several villages in Nigeria's central
Niger State, police and residents have told the BBC. The attackers, who were reportedly
wearing military-style clothing, targeted communities in the Borgu Local Government Area
after Friday prayers. Police spokesman Wasiu Abiodun said more than 40 people were also
killed in the attacks on Dekara, Gidan Zana, Sabon Gida and Masaka villages. He said
authorities suspect the attackers were bandits - criminal gangs involved in kidnapping and
looting for ransom across parts of Nigeria. Residents said the gunmen entered Dekara after
prayers, gathered people and took them into nearby forests before moving on to
neighbouring villages. The attacks come as armed groups have increased their activities in
the remote Borgu area, which borders Kebbi and Kwara states as well as Benin. The latest
attacks are separate from an earlier series of abductions in the same area.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

CANADA SAYS IT WILL MATCH US TARIFFS 'DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR'

A fresh wave of US tariffs on a wide array of Canadian goods came into effect on Saturday
after a last-minute breakdown in trade talks. Announcing the suspension of negotiations
shortly before the Friday night deadline, Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney said he
would impose reciprocal tariffs on US goods "dollar for dollar". Carney said "last-minute
changes in the US proposed terms were unfair, uneconomic, and called into question the
reliability of any deal". Trade negotiators had been engaged in intense talks since July, after
President Donald Trump threatened to impose a 50% levy on nearly $20bn of Canadian
imports by 19 August. Trump had temporarily paused those tariffs earlier in the week, saying
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the two sides were close to signing a trade deal that was "very good" for both countries.
(BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

ZELENSKY CONDEMNS RUSSIAN STRIKES AS 'DESPICABLE' STRIKE

Rescuers in Ukraine worked through the night to search for survivors in the wreckage of a
shopping centre hit by a deadly Russian double-tap drone strike. Sixteen people were killed
and 130 injured in the busy mall in Kryvyi Rih on Friday, local officials said. Nine people are
reportedly still missing, include the children. President Volodymyr Zelensky said the "cynical
and despicable" attack was carried out in two waves, with the second strike targeting
emergency workers at the scene. Both sides meanwhile continued to trade strikes overnight,
with Ukrainian attacks said to have killed at least four people in Russia, including two
children, and two people reported dead by Kyiv. The death toll from Friday's attack reached
16 after another body was retrieved from the rubble overnight, said regional military head
Oleksandr Hanzha. Twenty-three children were among those injured in the shopping centre
in the Dnipropetrovsk region, he added, 14 of whom were among dozens of survivors still in
hospital as of Saturday morning. (BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

TIKTOK TO PAY $400M TO US IN ONE OF LARGEST CHILD PRIVACY SETTLEMENTS
TikTok has agreed to pay $400m to the US to end a lawsuit alleging its platform violated
children's privacy, marking one of the largest ever settlements over the issue. The deal
stems from a 2024 suit by the Department of Justice under former President Joe Biden
alleging TikTok and its parent company ByteDance collected "very amounts of data" on
millions of users under the age of 13. Doing so was against the Children's Online Privacy
Protection Act (COPPA), a federal law enacted in 2000. It is the same law that dozens of US
states are now suing Meta over. "Children and parents are better protected today than they
were when this case began,” assistant Attorney General Brett Shumate said. Other
companies to have paid penalties to the US government for COPPA violations include
Google's YouTube, which in 2019 paid $170m, and Epic Games, which in 2022 paid $275m.
Meta is also now facing penalties that could exceed hundreds of billions of dollars stemming
from COPPA violations alleged by attorneys general of 29 US states. A jury trial in the
lawsuit started this week, with the Instagram and Facebook owner accused of targeting child
users and profiting from them. (BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 16,000 DOSES OF ERVEBO VACCINE ARRIVE IN EBOLA-HIT DR CONGO
The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has received more than 16,000 doses of the
Ervebo vaccine as the country faces its deadliest-ever Ebola outbreak. The 16,250 doses
arrived in the capital, Kinshasa, late on Friday evening, comprising the first of 70,000 that the
World Health Organization (WHO) and partners pledged to provide on Thursday. More
doses are set to arrive next week. Although the vaccine is approved against the Zaire strain
of the virus, the Bundibugyo strain currently circulating in the country has no approved
vaccine or treatment. Early data from animal trials show it may offer some protection,
according to the WHO. (BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

PTI SEEKS CONTEMPT ACTION OVER JAILED IMRAN KHAN'S HOSPITAL MOVE

The party of former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan has filed a contempt petition
against the government after authorities sent him to a state-run hospital instead of the
private facility ordered by the top court, party officials said. "The petition seeks action against
the prime minister, law minister, information minister* and other government officials, Naeem
Panjutha, a legal adviser for Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, said on Saturday.
He said the petition also calls for Khan's treatment at the private hospital ordered by the
court. A three-judge bench on Tuesday had directed the government to transfer Khan from
Adiala jail to the private Shifa International Hospital in Islamabad within two days for medical
examination after concerns were repeatedly raised about his deteriorating health. (BBC
News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

IRAN SAYS NEW US SANCTIONS VIOLATE SOVEREIGNTY OF OTHER STATES

Iran has decried impending United States sanctions as a "complete erosion of sovereignty"
following US President Donald Trump's threat to punish any country doing business with
Tehran. In a post on X on Saturday, Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmail Baghaei said
the US announcement was "an assertion of extraterritorial sovereignty" against the United
Nations member states. No state can compel foreign banks, enterprises or airports to
renounce commerce with Iran, he said. "The end result would be the complete erosion of
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sovereignty as the foundational basis of the UN-based inter-State system, and a recipe for
an abysmal return to full-scale classic colonialism,” Baghaei said. Trump announced on
Wednesday the "most crushing economic operation" yet against Iran and said any country
whose institutions interface with Tehran would face "tremendous economic consequences".
(BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

WORLD BANK PROJECTS WAR-HIT LEBANON'S ECONOMY TO CONTRACT BY 6.4%
Lebanon's economy is projected to shrink by 6.4% this year as conflict turns a brief post-
crisis recovery into a sharp downturn, says the World Bank. The global lender's Summer
2026 Lebanon Economic Monitor, titled A Conflict-Torn Economy, noted that the country
entered the year on stronger footing after expanding by 4.2% in 2025, its highest real gross
domestic product (GDP) growth since the 2019 financial collapse. "The rebound was sharply
interrupted by the March 2026 escalation in conflict, which further damaged housing and
infrastructure, displaced communities, disrupted supply chains and weighed heavily on
tourism and domestic demand," the report said on Friday. "Real GDP is projected to contract
by 6.4% in 2026, reflecting the collapse in tourism, weaker consumption, disrupted supply
chains, heightened insecurity, and prolonged displacement,” it added. (BBC News Web
Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

SOMALIA CHILD HUNGER CRISIS DEEPENS AFTER AID CUTS: UNICEF
Life-threatening malnutrition among children is spiking in Somalia as more than 200 health
and nutrition facilities were forced to shutter following cuts to international aid, the United
Nations has warned. The East African country has seen a 32% jump in the number of
children admitted to facilities with severe acute malnutrition and complications in the first six
months of 2026, UNICEF said on Friday. Nearly 1.9 million children are projected to be
malnourished this year. "In Somalia today, aid cuts are closing doors to healthcare, shutting
down nutrition services, and pushing water, education and protection further out of reach,"
UNICEF spokesman James Elder told reporters in Geneva, speaking via video from Nairobi.
As many as 618 health facilities could close nationwide under "severe funding scenarios”,
Elder said. (BBC News Web Page: 22/08/26, FARUK)

::THE END::



