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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has directed to formulate comprehensive action plan to curb pollution in rivers
surrounding Dhaka with a view to gradually extending similar measures to rivers across country.
(Jago News: 31)

PM's Defence Adviser has said, migration governance is no longer an issue of economy, employment or
labour markets but an integral component of national security amid evolving geopolitical realities.

(Jago News: 31)
Election Commission has announced schedule for presidential election, with nomination papers to be
submitted by 13 August & Voting will be held on August 20 at Jatiya Sangsad session hall.

(Jago News: 21)

Power, Energy & Mineral Resources Minister has said, gas supply across country is expected to return to
normal within next two to three days as Floating Storage & Regasification Unit has resumed operations.

(BBC: 03)
Information and Broadcasting Minister has called on everyone to he extremely vigilant so that there is
no need to break chains of subjugation in independent country again. (Jago News: 28)

Bangladesh has expressed outrage over fugitive Sheikh Hasina's live media interaction in New Delhi,
saying the event was affront to country's sovereignty & detrimental to development of harmonious
bilateral relations with India. (BBC: 07)

July Uprising Memorial Museum, which has been at the center of discussion for a long time, has been
opened to the public. (Jago News: 25)

Education ministry has announced that no admission test will be held for class-1from 2021 academic
year, confirming that lottery-based admission system for entry-level students will continue.
(Jago News: 21)

High Court has directed health secretary to issue circular instructing all public-private hospitals, clinics

across country to provide immediate treatment to people injured in road accidents. (R. Today: 35)

Pakistan's Foreign Ministry spokesperson has rejected allegations of its Inter-Services Intelligence agency
interfering in Bangladesh calling the accusations entirely baseless. (BBC: 03)
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INDIAN JOURNALIST TARUN TEJPAL SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS IN JAIL FOR RAPE

An Indian court has sentenced former Tehelka magazine editor Tarun Tejpal to 10 years in
prison for raping a former colleague, overturning his 2021 acquittal in a decade-old case.
The Goa bench of the Bombay High Court convicted Tejpal under sections of Indian law
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pertaining to rape and sexual harassment. Along with jail terms which run concurrently, the
court has also ordered him to pay fines adding up to more than 1mm rupees ($10,500).
Tejpal, who has denied the accusations, said before the sentencing that he would file an
appeal in the Supreme Court. The allegations against Tejpal, one of India's best-known
editors, had made national headlines in 2013. A year before that, thousands of Indians had
participated in protests after a brutal gang rape and murder of a woman in Delhi, leading to a
larger conversation on sexual violence. (BBC News Web Page: 06/08/26, FARUK)
UKRAINE HITS TWO OIL REFINERIES DEEP IN RUSSIAN TERRITORY

The Russian city of Yaroslavl woke this morning to huge plumes of smoke following a
Ukrainian attack on one of the city's oil refineries. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
later confirmed Ukraine had struck two oil refineries, the second being in Bashkortostan.
Yaroslavl's governor said drones attacking the region had been intercepted but that falling
debris sparked fires and damaged the refinery's storage tanks. No casualties were reported.
The refinery, one of Russia's largest, has been targeted by Ukraine a number of times in
recent months as it attempts to disrupt Moscow's war effort. Meanwhile, officials across
Ukraine reported various Russian attacks - including on a civilian bus and a ship carrying
Ukrainian wheat. In addition to at least 11 deaths, many others have been injured in Ukraine,
officials said, while Russia says several people were killed in attacks across the regions of
Bryansk, Nizhny Novgorod and Kursk. (BBC News Web Page: 06/08/26, FARUK)

IRAN SAYS DEAL WITH OMAN ON STRAIT OF HORMUZ IS IN FINAL STAGES

Iran says it has reached an agreement with Oman on a route for shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz. Foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei did not give any further details on
the agreement, which he said was "in the final stages". Baghaei warned, however, that a
deal with Oman would not guarantee safe navigation through the strait, arguing security
remained impacted by the US blockade of Iran's ports. The US and Oman have not
commented on the proposal. Since the US and Israel attacked Iran in February, Tehran has
largely blocked the Strait of Hormuz through which about a fifth of the world's oil and
liquefied natural gas usually passes. On Tuesday, US President Donald Trump warned that
Iran would be "hit very hard" if the strait did not open "very soon".

(BBC News Web Page: 06/08/26, FARUK)

NIGERIAN SECURITY FORCES RESCUE MORE THAN 300 ABDUCTEES

More than 300 people abducted in separate attacks in Nigeria have been rescued, the
country's presidency says, in what it describes as the largest single-day operation by joint
security forces. The victims were rescued from the Kainji Lake National Park in Niger state in
an operation involving the military, police, intelligence unit and the National Counter-
Terrorism Centre. Those freed include 163 people abducted during a February attack on the
Woro and Nuku communities in Kwara state, where scores were killed. At least 145 others
had been taken in Niger state. It is not clear whether any suspects were detained in the
operation. The victims were receiving medical care at a military site before being reunited
with their families. (BBC News Web Page: 06/08/26, FARUK)

EX-LEADER HASINA GAMBLES ON RETURN TO BANGLADESH DESPITE DEATH
PENALTY

Former Bangladeshi prime minister Sheikh Hasina has vowed to return to her country in
December, despite facing the death penalty there for crimes against humanity. Hasina, who
denies the charges, was tried in absentia after fleeing to India during an anti-government
uprising in 2024. On the second anniversary of being ousted, Hasina said in an audio
broadcast to a crowded press club in Delhi that she "had to go back", but wouldn't announce
her exact plans or dates yet. Her Awami League party has been falling apart and Indian
officials have been facing pressure to extradite her after a special tribunal in Dhaka
sentenced her to death last year for ordering lethal force to be used on protesters. Hasina's
virtual meeting with reporters at the Foreign Correspondents Club in Delhi was her first
meeting with the media since she was toppled after 15 years in power. She delivered a
speech over an audio link and then took a handful of questions. "I know that they may put
me in jail or they may kill me, anything may happen, but still | have to go back," she said. In
the address she alleged that several organizations had turned the 2024 student protests into
a "violent movement", without providing any evidence. She has always rejected the charges
on which she was convicted as politically motivated. But UN investigators found evidence
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that she and her government tried to cling to power using systematic, deadly violence. In
audio of one phone call verified by BBC Eye, Hasina was heard authorizing the deadly
crackdown on demonstrators. Prosecutors used the recording as crucial evidence in
convicting her. The UN estimates up to 1,400 people were killed, most by gunfire from
security forces, during the protests, which started as a student-led movement against quotas
in government jobs and turned into a mass uprising. The 78-year-old fled Dhaka as tens of
thousands of demonstrators held protests and stormed government buildings, including her
official residence, plunging the country of more than 170 million into crisis. Soon after she
was toppled, an interim government took charge.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party came to power after elections in February this year, with
its leader Tariqgue Rahman now prime minister. His government had already warned local
media not to publish or broadcast Hasina's comments. After her address, it said it was
"outraged" India had allowed her to take part in a public meeting with the media. "Our people
have firmly resolved that our nation will never again go back to the dark days of fascism and
that Bangladesh will never be a client state," a foreign ministry statement said. Hasina's
presence in Delhi has strained relations with Bangladesh, which wants her extradited, a
request India says it's examining. A return by Hasina to Dhaka, if it happens, is likely to have
repercussions, including political unrest. "It's a huge risk for her personally. If she does go
back to Bangladesh, she will immediately be arrested," says David Bergman, an analyst
based in Dhaka. It's likely that supporters of the ruling BNP, as well as the party of the
students, the National Citizens Party, Islamists and others could hold rallies demanding that
her sentence be carried out. But the stakes are also high for the Awami League, if she does
not return. The activities of the party were banned soon after she fled the country and it was
not allowed to contest the February general election. Awami League leaders allege that
hundreds of supporters have been killed in mob violence and dozens have died in the
custody of security forces. Dhaka officials reject accusations that Awami League supporters
are being systematically targeted. "If Ms Hasina doesn't go back, the violence will continue
and they will exterminate the Awami League," Mohammad Ali Arafat, a former minister in Ms
Hasina's cabinet, who is also overseas, told the BBC. There has been growing discontent
among a section of her party that many top leaders had fled the country while leaving mid-
level leaders and supporters vulnerable to attacks. "It must be to do with the recognition that
if Ms Hasina is going to have any relevance to Bangladesh politics in the future, she's got to
go back to Bangladesh and face it," David Bergman says.

(BBC News Web Page: 06/08/26, FARUK)
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