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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has inaugurated National Fisheries Fortnight-2026, aiming to further strengthen
fisheries sector to advance government's goal of huilding a self-reliant Bangladesh. (Jago FM: 09)

Tarique Rahman has said, government wants to build Bangladesh as a welfare state through people-
oriented initiatives to improve people’s living standards. (R. Today: 19)

Foreign ministry spokesperson has said, Bangladesh wants a conducive environment for Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman's proposed visit to India. (BBC: 03)

EC has declared nominations of ruling BNP candidate Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and LDP Chairman 0li
Ahmed, candidate of 11-party alliance, valid for 23rd presidential election. (BBC: 06)

Finance Minister has said, Bangladesh has inherited significant challenges in infrastructure and power &
gas shortages cannot be addressed overnight, it will take at least two years to resolve.  (Jago FM: 11)

State Minister for Health & Family Welfare has said, national strategy will be formulated soon to take
pharmaceutical industry to next level & achieve self-sufficiency in biosimilar & vaccine production.

(Jago FM: 12)
High Court has ordered authorities concerned to survey the boundary of Kaptai Lake in Rangamati and
submit a list of illegal occupiers in four months. (Jago FM: 16)

PM Tarique Rahman has congratulated Bangladesh national cricket team on their memorable 9-wicket
victory over Rustralia in the first Test on Hustralian soil. (Jago FM: 09)

Indonesian authorities has said, at least 51 people have been killed after a magnitude 7.7 earthquake
struck off the coast of eastern island of Flores early on Saturday. (BBC: 23)

At least 15 people have been killed in reciprocal cross-horder & regional strikes between Russia &
Ukraine. (BBC: 07)
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BBC

FIVE KILLED AS RUSSIA LAUNCHES FRESH AERIAL ATTACKS ACROSS UKRAINE
At least five people have been killed and more than 10 injured in Ukraine in the latest wave
of Russian strikes, officials have said. The attacks caused fires across the capital, Kyiv,
including at a book market, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said, accusing Russia
of targeting civilian infrastructure. Meanwhile, Moscow’s mayor said about 600 Ukrainian
drones were launched towards the city overnight. A warehouse belonging to Russian online
retailer Wildberries was hit. Seven people have died across Russia, officials said. Russia
has intensified aerial attacks across Ukraine in recent weeks, while Kyiv has stepped up
attacks on Russian logistics hubs, aiming to disrupt military supplies.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS DISPLACED BY DEADLY INDONESIA EARTHQUAKE AS RESCUE
EFFORTS CONTINUE
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Around 5,000 people have been displaced by a powerful earthquake in Indonesia that has
caused at least 51 fatalities. Rescuers continue to search for survivors of the shallow
magnitude 7.7 quake, which struck the island of Flores shortly before 05:00 local time on
Saturday. Preliminary reports indicate more than 900 homes and hundreds of other buildings
have been severely damaged by the tremor and 341 subsequent aftershocks, the National
Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) said. The full scale of the disaster is still being
uncovered, with news of a second magnitude 6.9 earthquake elsewhere in Indonesia serving
as a reminder of why this region is called the ring of fire. The initial earthquake, which
occurred just 15km below the surface, was the south-east Asian nation’s deadliest since
2022, when hundreds of people were killed in West Java. Tremors were reportedly felt by
residents as far west as Bima, the BNPB said, but the Manggarai province was among the
most affected. (BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

HURRICANE LALA LASHES HAWAII WITH STRONG WINDS AND TORRENTIAL RAIN
Strong winds and torrential rain are lashing Hawaii after category one Hurricane Lala skirted
Big Island on Saturday. Hawaii Governor Josh Green Lala got “closest to Big Island’s South
Point area”, where a person died in weather-related a car accident. Lala gained hurricane
strength on Saturday after generating 80mph wind speeds, which have since peaked at
91mph. It could dump up to 25in of rain and produce a 3ft storm surge. Tens of thousands
have been left without power and officials have warned people to prepare for “life-
threatening” conditions, including floods and mudslides. The storm is forecast to continue
moving westward just south of Hawaii into Sunday morning.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

TWELVE KILLED AS POLISH BUS VEERS OFF HUNGARIAN MOTORWAY

Twelve people were killed and dozens more injured when a bus carrying Polish pilgrims
veered off a Hungarian motorway and into a ditch. Police said the bus overturned after
coming off the M23 motorway, which connects Hungary’s capital Budapest with the north-
eastern city of Nyiregyhaza, at around 01:00 local time on Sunday. Officers believe the
driver fell asleep at the wheel. He has been taken into custody. Thirty-five out of the 57
passengers and two drivers onboard have been rescued by firefighters so far, state media
reports. Emergency services had been attempting to lift the rear axle of the 24-tonne bus to
remove the people trapped underneath before cranes arrived to lift the whole vehicle,
according to Hungarian news agency MTI. Hungary’s ambulance service said it had treated
one person with life-threatening injuries, nine people with serious injuries and a further 37
people with minor injuries. (BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

EUROPE’S TALLEST VIRGIN MARY STATUE UNVEILED IN RURAL POLAND

A statue of the Virgin Mary believed to be Europe’s tallest has been formally unveiled in a
small Polish village. The 55.6-metre concrete figure is roughly two double-decker buses
longer than Rio de Janeiro’s smaller — if more prominently placed — Christ the Redeemer
monument, though it still pales in comparison to a 98m Virgin Mary erected in the
Philippines. The ecclesiastical sculpture in rural Konotopie was consecrated by a local
bishop in a ceremony on Saturday, a day chosen to coincide with the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Its inauguration comes at a time when the influence
of the Catholic church on public life in Poland has declined.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

MOROCCO DETAINS DOZENS OF MIGRANTS TRYING TO CROSS INTO CEUTA:
REPORTS

Moroccan authorities have intercepted dozens of migrants seeking to cross into the Spanish
North African exclave of Ceuta, reports say. More than 100 people were blocked trying to
make their way to the border on the outskirts of the town of Fnideq, according to Moroccan
security sources cited by Spanish media and news agency Reuters. It comes a fortnight after
roughly 78,000 migrants arrived in the exclave by sea in a matter of hours — 100 of whom
died, according to the city’s mayor, who also said the vast majority of arrivals had returned to
Morocco. Security had been stepped up in the area after the influx and amid suggestings on
social media of a second mass crossing attempt this weekend. The security sources said
111 people had been detained in or around Fnideq — known in Spanish as Castillejos —
about 3km from the border, the majority of whom were from sub-Saharan Africa.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)
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QATAR DENISE CAPTURING THREE IRANIAN PILOTS AFTER DOWNING FIGHTER
JETS

Iran has called for the release of three pilots it said were captured by Qatar after two of its
fighter jets were hit by air defences during a military operation at the start of the US-Iran war.
In a letter to the head of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Iran’s Brig
Gen Mohammad Bagherzadeh claimed the politics — Javad Salehi, Abdul Majid Dashtian
and Imran Behroshian — had been held captive for six months. He said the body of a fourth
pilot, Majid Kazemi, had been returned after he was killed in the same operation on 2 March
2026 — the third day of the war. Qatar “categorically denied” Iran’s claims and said it was
“surprised by these misleading statements”. Bagherzadeh said the three pilots had been
captured by Qatar after they ejected from their jets during a combat mission targeting a
Qatari military base. (BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)

HOUTHIS LAUNCH NEW ATTACKS ON AL-MAKHA AND MARIB AS YEMEN CONFLICT
ESCALATES

The Houthis launched a wave of missiles and drones at Yemen’s Marib city and the coastal
city of al-Makha (Mocha) overnight, killing several people, according to local media reports.
An attack on Sunday hit the outskirts of al-Makha, a port city on Yemen’s Red Sea coast,
while another struck a main road in the city. Four people were killed and eight were injured in
the overnight attacks, according to state media and the director of the al-Makha airport.
Marib’s government media office said six ballistic missiles and four drones targeted
residential neighbourhoods in the city on Saturday evening, wounding four people and
causing damage to homes and civilian infrastructure.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/08/26, FARUK)
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