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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, a group is quite active to destabilise the country's
energy and power sector in various ways. (R. Today: 21)

Tarique Rahman has expressed his determination to build a beautiful and developed Bangladesh through
collective efforts of everyone. (Jago News: 09)

ICT Chief Prosecutor has said, current Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has been detained and tortured at
the Joint Interrogation Cell during the 1/11 period. (R. Today: 24)

Department of Energy has clarified that proposed fuel policy contains no scope to provide special
benefits or favoritism to any individual or group. (Jago News: 08)

State Minister for Information and Broadcasting has said government will take necessary steps to
preserve and refurbish historic Kalurghat radio station. (Jago News: 14)

Posts, Telecommunications and Information Technology Minister has announced that Google, Meta and
TikTok proposed investing in Bangladesh. (Jago News: 12)

Greek authorities rescued 202 migrants from several boats off the southern island of Crete with most of
those rescued from Bangladesh and Sudan. (Jago News: 19)

Road Safety Foundation says, at least 15,112 people have heen killed in motorcycle crashes across the
country hetween January 2020 and July this year. (Jago News: 10)

Retired army member Hafizur Rahman has been arrested again in Comilla’s Sohagi Jahan Tonu murder
case. (Jago News: 11)

US Senate passed a hill allowing president to impose up to 100% tariffs on goods from major buyers of
Russian oil and gas, such as China and India. (DW: 07)
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CHILD AMONG THREE KILLED IN RUSSIAN MISSILE ATTACKS NEAR KYIV

At least three people, including a child, have been killed in overnight Russian attacks near
the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, a local official said. In the early hours of Saturday missiles hit east
of the capital and witnesses reported hearing powerful explosions just days after strikes
across Ukraine killed 21 people. The ballistic missile strikes killed three and wounded
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another three, head of the regional military administration Timur Tkachenko said, adding that
falling debris damaged apartment buildings and cars, while a fire broke out at a separate
building. Emergency crews were also fighting fires at a building and fuel tank in Kyiv, Mayor
Vitaly Klitschko wrote on Telegram. President Volodymyr Zelensky has arrived in the
Serbian capital Belgrade for his first visit. He is due to meet with Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic to discuss economic ties, security issues and relations with the European
Union. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

US PLEDGES $1BN SUPPORT TO COLOMBIA AS TRUMP-BACKED PRESIDENT
SWORN IN

The US has pledged £1bn in assistance to Colombia, after the country's new right-wing
president was sworn in on Friday. Trump ally Abelardo de la Espriella used his maiden
speech to promise an "all-out war" on what he calls "narco-terrorism". In a statement hailing
a "new era in US-Colimbia relations", the US state department announced the financial
support as part of a "security package" to help de la Espriella achieve "our shared goals",
which include fighting organized crime and illegal immigration. The new president's
inauguration marks a dramatic shift to the right for Colombia, as he replaces the left-wing
former leader Gustavo Petro, who frequently clashed with Trump. Trump endorsed de la
Espriella during the election, and said he predicted a "much better relationship" with his new
counterpart after his victory in June. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

SPAIN IMPOSES BORDER CONTROLS AGAINST ITALY AS ROW OVER CEUTA
MIGRANT INFLUX INTENSIFIES

Spain has imposed border controls on all air and sea travel from lItaly as a row between the
two EU countries intensifies. The measures - which started at midnight and will last fora
month- come a week after Italy introduced similar restrictions following an influx of about
78,000 migrants from Morocco into the Spanish exclave of Ceuta. On Friday, Spain
demanded ltaly reverse its checks by Sunday. Rome said they would stay until at least 25
August - when, it said, Spain "expects a new wave of migration" to hit Ceuta. The crisis has
pitted Spain's socialist leader Pedro Sanchez against Italy's conservative leader Giorgia
Meloni - who has long called for stricter EU migration rules.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

US ANNOUNCES $400M INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIAN RARE EARTH MINE

The United States Department of Defence has announced a $400m conditional loan
commitment to an Australian company to build the world's first primary mine for scandium, a
critical rare earth element whose market is dominated by China. After a meeting between US
President Donald Trump and mining executives in Washington, the Pentagon said in a
statement on Friday that the project would "ensure Western alignment from mine to finished
product”. Australian mining firm Sunrise Energy Metals said in a separate statement that the
proposed mine in Fifield, New South Wales, would aim to become "a cornerstone of Western
scandium supply". (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

VIOLENCE IS DRIVING PALESTINIAN CHRISTIANS OUT OF THEIR HOLY LAND
Palestinian Christians are facing violence and displacement across Gaza, Jerusalem and the
occupied West Bank. Attacks, including those targeting churches and clergy, are causing the
Palestinian Christian population to shrink. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

SAUDI INTELLIGENCE CHIEF MEETS IRAQI PM, RENEWS RIYADH VISIT INVITATION
Iragi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi and Saudi Arabian Intelligence chief Khalid bin Ali Al
Humaidan have met in Baghdad in an attempt to resolve the governments ties strained by
deadly cross-border strikes weeks earlier. Al-Humaidan extended a renewed invitation for al-
Zaidi to visit Riyadh in the meeting on Friday, the prime minister's office said, after the
latter's earlier trip was called off in protest following a joint Saudi-US operation on July 29.
The attacks killed 20 fighters of Iraqi armed groups, including five Iranians. According to al-
Zaidi's office, the two focused on how Baghdad and Riyadh can better coordinate security
issues as regional tensions simmer. Al-Zaidi restated a pledge that Iragi soil would not
become a launchpad for attacks on any other country, and that Baghdad remains
determined to guard its sovereignty. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

SUDAN'S WAR THREATENS AN 'ENTIRE GENERATION'S' FUTURE: UN WARNS

More than 8 million school-age children in Sudan remain out of the classroom because of
the ongoing civil war that erupted more than three years ago, the United Nations has said.



28

Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed delivered the warning on Friday at an informal
UN Security Council session on safeguarding education in Sudan, as the war entered its
1,210th day. "Among everything this war is taking, one of the most significant is the future of
Sudan - depriving the education of its children," Mohammed said, cautioning that the conflict
is depriving an "entire generation" of its future. Nearly three-quarters of schools have been
damaged, destroyed or otherwise rendered unusable in the country's Darfur since fighting
erupted in April 2023, according to the UN. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)
DRONES SPOTTED IN BULGARIA AND GERMANY RAISE CONCERNS OF RUSSIAN
ESCALATION

A drone has exploded in Bulgaria near the Trans-Balkan gas pipeline, the latest in a surge of
unidentified unmanned aerial vehicles entering European territory as regional tensions
escalate due to Russia's ongoing war in Ukraine. Bulgarian Prime Minister Rumen Radev
said on Saturday the drone exploded near the Romanian border and the gas pipeline, which
links Turkey to Ukraine. Separately, a spokesperson for Germany's armed forces said on
Saturday that two drones were spotted at about 10pm on Thursday at a military base in
Mechernich in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, some 35km from the Belgian border.
The spokesperson said military personnel have since been deployed to the spot and added
that German police are also investigating. (BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)

US COURTS CLEAR WAY FOR DEPORTATIONS OF SOUTH SUDAN, MYANMAR
NATIONALS

Two federal judges have cleared the way for President Donald Trump's administration to end
temporary protections from deportation for people who have come to the United States from
South Sudan and Myanmar. Judges in Boston, Massachusetts and Chicago, lllinois on
Friday rejected last-ditch efforts by immigrant-rights advocates to maintain the Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) designations for the two countries after the US Supreme Court in
June allowed the administration to end similar protections for thousands of people from Haiti
and Syria. TPS shields people from deportation and grants work authorisation when their
home countries are affected by armed conflict, natural disasters or other extraordinary
conditions. The terminations would end protections for about 232 South Sudanese nationals
and roughly 4,000 people from Myanmar, according to the Reuters news agency.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/08/26, FARUK)
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