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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has stressed on giving prority to merit and integrity for promotion of
Navy and Air Force officers keeping political ideology aside. [Jago FM: 10]

President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir has formally started his official duties at Bangabhaban.

[Jago FM: 12]
LGRD and Cooperatives Minister has stated that local government elections will he held on time in
country following constitutional procedure. [R. Today: 20]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has pledged to take media forward through cooperation rather

than control. [R. Today: 19]
Government has decided to form a directorate for welfare and rehabilitation of victims of enforced
disappearance, murder, torture, and extrajudicial killing. [Jago FM: 15]
Five more people have died of dengue across country. [BBC: 04]

Police have detained two youths for their involvement with killings of a retired school teacher & three

of his family members in Rangpur. [BBC: 03]
22 people including a Bangladeshi national are missing after a bulk carrier sank off India’s eastern
coast. [DW: 10]
Iran has warned that countries which would participate in US "economic war" will he considered as
enemies. [BBC: 07]
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TRUMP SAYS CANADA WANTS 'BENEFITS' OF BEING US STATE AFTER TRADE
TALKS COLLAPSE

US President Donald Trump has said Canada wants "the benefits of being a State, without
being one" after trade talks between the two countries collapsed late on Friday. In his first
comments since negotiations broke down, triggering new 50% is tariffs on a range of
Canadian goods, Trump also said American farmers had been charged "massive amounts of
Tariffs" for years. It comes after Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney called the fresh tariffs
a "miscalculation” designed to "hurt and divide US". Carney confirmed he would match
Trump's tariffs "dollar-for-dollar" from 8 September, including levies on Israel, dairy,
appliances and electronics. The US and Canada are now in a trade "war", he said.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

ZELENSKY HAS 'QUESTIONS TO ANSWER' ABOUT CORRUPTION IN HIS
GOVERNMENT: SACKED MINISTER

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has "questions to answer" about corruption in his
government, his sacked defence minister Mykhailo Fedorov has told the BBC. Fedorov, a
popular minister who modernized the armed forces and pioneered drone warfare, was fired
last month after reportedly falling out with the head of Ukraine's armed forces. He told the
BBC a money laundering investigation announced last week raised questions about
Zelensky's awareness of potential corruption in his inner circle. Fedorov also reiterated that
"democracy should not be the hostage of Putin” - but stopped short of declaring his own
political ambitions days after he posted a video calling for elections in Ukraine.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

DOZENS OF CO-ORDINATED ARSON ATTACKS HIT SOUTHERN THAILAND

More than 50 co-ordinated arson and incendiary attacks "aimed at creating unrest" have
been carried out across Thailand's insurgency-hit south, the Thai military has said. At least
two people were injured, with a local government office building, a convenience store, and a
stolen vehicle among the targets set on fire. The incidents took place across the country's
southern border provinces between 08:00 local time and midnight on Saturday, the military's
Internal Security Operations Command said in a statement. Most were reported in
Narathiwat province, with others occurred in neighbouring Yala and Pattani. According to the
Bangkok Post, two women were injured when a bomb exploded in Muang district in
Narathiwat province. Telecommunication towers were set on fire in several locations, and
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security officials warned residents not to touch suspicious objects. Authorities imposed an
overnight curfew in the Narathiwat province that was lifted on Sunday morning. No further
attacks had been reported on Sunday. (BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

SYRIA SAYS ISRAELI STRIKE NEAR DAMASCUS VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL
LAW

Syria has condemned an Israeli attack on the village of Beit Jinn, southwest of the country's
capital Damascus, which officials said hit a civilian vehicle and left several people injured.
The attack was the second known lIsraeli strike on Syria in the past week, with Syria
branding it a "violation" of its sovereignty and international law. In a post on X, the Israeli
military said it had targeted a "terrorist" in the "final stages" of preparing attacks which posed
an immediate threat to soldiers. The latest incident comes days after reports emerged Israel
had struck a military airbase close to the Turkish border, which Syria said threatened to
escalate tensions in the region. After the earlier attack, Washington issued a rare rebuke of
Israel, calling it an "unnecessary escalation that does not advance regional stability".

(BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI AIR STRIKE NEAR GAZA REFUGEE CAMP KILLS ONE PERSON AND
INJURES TWO

An Israeli air attack near the Maghazi refugee camp in central Gaza has killed at least one
person and wounded two others, Palestinian media reported. The attack took place near
Salah al-Din Street on Sunday morning, according to the official Palestinian news agency
Wafa. The attack comes a day after an Israeli drone attack targeted the al-Hasanat family in
the central city of Deir al-Balah, killing one person and wounding several others. At least
1,286 Palestinians have been Kkilled in Israeli attacks across the Gaza Strip since the so-
called"ceasefire" agreement took effect in October, according to Gaza's Ministry of Health.
Since lIsrael's genocidal war against Palestinians in Gaza began in October 2023. Israeli
forces have killed more than 73,400 Palestinians in the territory.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

DR CONGO, M23 REBELS AGREE ON ROADMAP FOR PEACE TALKS

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and an M23-led rebel alliance have agreed on
a roadmap for peace talks , according to a joint statement, as fighting continues in the
country's east. The statement on Saturday said the parties had deployed a "roadmap setting
out sequenced steps and timelines for negotiations" under a framework agreement signed in
the Qatari capital, Doha, in November. The roadmap followed five days of talks in
Switzerland, from August 17 to August 21, that also included representatives from the US,
Qatar, Togo, Switzerland and the African Union Commission. The two sides said they had
agreed on "a standardized method for reporting” ceasefire violations and would set up a
mechanism to address problems implementing the Doha agreement. A ceasefire verification
mission is due to arrive on Monday in Minembwe, an eastern region in South Kivu province.
Earlier this month, the DRC handed over 15 prisoners to the Congo River Alliance (AFC)
and M23 in a transfer facilitated by the International Committee of the Red Cross, as part of
the peace process. (BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

KAZAKHSTAN HOLDS PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION EXPECTED TO CEMENT
PRESIDENTS GRIP

Voters are heading to the polls in Kazakhstan's snap parliamentary election, which critics
say will strengthen the power of the president. Polling stations opened at 7am local time and
are scheduled to close at 8pm. More than 12 million of Kazakhstan's 20 million people are
eligible to vote. The election will usher in a new 145-member unicameral legislature that is
expected to be dominated by supporters of President Kassym-Jomrat Tokayev, who has led
the Central Asian country since 2019. Constitutional overhauls earlier this year abolished
Kazakhstan's upper house in favour of a one-body parliament. Officials claim the change will
give parliament more weight in political decision-making, having previously been confirmed
to a mostly auxiliary role. However, only seven state-approved parties, all loyal to Tokayev,
have been allowed to put forth candidates. (BBC News Web Page: 23/08/26, FARUK)

.. THE END ::



