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HIGHLIGHTS

Finance & Planning Minister has said government will not allow any distortion or misinformation in
official statistics, asserting that accurate data is essential for formulating sound public policies.

[R. Today: 24]
Information and Broadcasting Minister has said youth are the main driving force of new civilisation in
the era of rapidly changing technology. [Jago FM: 15]

An important meeting has been held between Bangladesh and New Zealand with the aim of agriculture,
food security and technology exchange and trade expansion. [Jago FM: 19]

Government has ordered shopping malls, markets and shops across country to close by 8pm as part of
measures to conserve electricity. [BBC: 09]

Government has dismissed six police officers, including former DMP joint commissioners Biplab Kumar
Sarker on charges of "misconduct” and "desertion." [BBC:  09]

Dhaka University’s Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Hall has permanently cancelled residential seats of two
students following allegations of their involvement in “homosexuality.” [BBC: 08]

Amid ongoing gas crisis, load-shedding has intensified across country; the shortfall in electricity supply
has also adversely affected industrial sector. [BBC: 10]

Five more children have died across country with measles and suspected measles. [BBC: 09]

At least 44 people have died after an overcrowded ferry capsized on Lake Kariba in Zimbabwe.

[BBC: 26]

At least 3 Pakistani nationals have been killed in a Houthi attack on a commercial vessel in Red Sea.
[BBC: 12]
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RESCUERS SCRABBLE FOR SURVIVORS WITH 180 DEAD IN COLOMBIA
EARTHQUAKE

Rescue workers in Colombia are working against the clock to free survivors trapped in
buildings and under rubble following Monday's powerful earthquake. More than 180 people
have been confirmed dead - most in the cities of Cali and Pereira. The magnitude 7.4 quake
struck at 07:34 on Monday and was felt across an enormous area, stretching for hundreds of
miles across western Colombia - with fresh aftershocks still being felt on Tuesday. While the
official death toll remains at 181, an aggregated figure gathered from local officials puts it
higher - potentially at more than 240. A state of emergency has been declared by President
Abelardo de la Espriella. (BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP CONFIRMS HE SWITCHED PLANES AFTER NATO SUMMIT BECAUSE OF
POSSIBLE THREAT

President Donald Trump has confirmed that he secretly swapped planes as he left a NATO
summit in Turkey last month due to a possible threat. "I go by Secret Service and the
military. They wanted me to go in a different flight, different plane,” Trump told reporters. "I
just have to do what they say." The revelation comes after reports that Trump boarded Air
Force One on 8 July in view of television cameras, before hiding in a catering truck to be
transported to a military aircraft. The last-minute switch has raised questions about whether
those left on the decoy plane were in danger, but Trump said on Tuesday the jet he boarded
instead could have been at "greater risk... because that would be the plane, | think, that they
would be more likely to go for". (BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

SINGAPORE AND S KOREA PULL TRADER JOE'S SEASONING OVER POPPY SEEDS
Singapore and South Korea have pulled Trader Joe's Everything But the Bagel seasoning
from e-commerce platforms because it contains poppy seeds. While they do not naturally
contain opiates, poppy seeds are banned in both countries because they can get
contaminated with opiates by fluid in the poppy plant during harvesting. More than 20 online
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listings of the popular seasoning have been removed, Singapore's Central Narcotics Bureau
said on Wednesday. Last week, Seoul authorities said the seasoning tested positive for
morphine and codeine, which are opiates found in the plant's sap.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

WISCONSIN RESULT DENTS WINNING STREAK FOR DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S LEFT
WING

David Crowley is predicted to have won a primary election to become the Democratic
candidate for Wisconsin governor, in a surprise result that dents a winning streak for the
party's left wing. Crowley, the more centrist candidate, has secured a narrow victory over
Francesca Hong, according to a projection by the BBC's partner, CBS News. Anti-
establishment Democrats across the US had previously notched up victories that have
rattled the party leadership in Washington. That trend continued in another closely-watched
Democratic contest in Minnesota. But in Wisconsin, the governor's race in November will be
contested by Crowley and Tom Tiffany, who easily won the equivalent Republican contest.
(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

US SAYS HELICOPTER FIRED MISSILES TO DISABLE SHIP BREAKING IRAN
BLOCKADE

The US military says one of its helicopters has fired missiles to disable "the steering gear" of
a cargo ship attempting to violate the US blockade of Iranian ports. In a statement, US
Central Command (Centcom) says its MH-60 aircraft on Tuesday fired two hellfire missiles
into the engine room of the Panama-flagged M/V Vela Nova vessel, as it attempted to transit
the Gulf of Oman. Centcom said it acted after "the ship's civilian crew ignored repeated
warnings from American forces". The vessel "is no longer transiting to Iran”, it added. Iran
has not commented. The US has been enforcing a blockade of Iranian ports, following failed
attempts to end the war it and Israel started on 28 February. Tehran retaliated by launching
attacks on Israel and US-allied states across the Gulf. It has also effectively closed the Strait
of Hormuz - a key oil shipping waterway. A fifth of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas
used to transit the strait before the war and prices have fluctuated wildly since then.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 44 DIE AS BOAT SINKS IN ZIMBABWE'S LAKE KARIBA

At least 44 people have died after a ferry sank on Lake Kariba in Zimbabwe on Tuesday,
police have said. The ferry had a capacity to carry 90 passengers and five crew members
but a lake official had reported that 120 people, including 12 children, were on it. The vessel
was hit by a strong wave and overturned, police added. Footage shared online appears to
show the overturned hull floating in the water. President Emmerson Mnangagwa has
declared a state of disaster, as search and rescue operations intensify. So far, 77 people
have been rescued. Lake Kariba, which straddles the border with Zambia, is one of the
world's largest man-made reservoirs, supporting transport and fishing and providing vital
hydroelectric power to both countries. (BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

LEBANON PARLIAMENT VOTES TO ABOLISH DEATH PENALTY

Lebanon's parliament has voted to abolish the death penalty, a move that would make it the
first country in the Middle East to formally end capital punishment. A majority of MPs in the
128-seat parliament backed the measure on Tuesday, while Hezbollah's parliamentary bloc
voted against it. The legislation will now go to the cabinet before being passed to President
Joseph Aoun for signing. The government has already expressed its support for the
measure. Lebanon has not carried out an execution since January 2004, although courts
have continued to hand down death sentences. Rights groups estimate that more than 78
people remain on death row. Under the new legislation, capital punishment will be replaced
with life imprisonment with hard labour. However, the legislation does not yet set out in detalil
how the new sentence would be enforced. (BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

NEW ZEALAND PM SURVIVES SECOND LEADERSHIP CHALLENGE AHEAD OF
ELECTION

New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon has survived a vote of confidence before a
general election due in November, saying he has the "full support” of his ruling National
Party. Luxon had called for an "urgent® meeting with his National Party caucus on
Wednesday to address "increased speculation about his leadership”. This was the second
challenge to his leadership in four months. Support for Luxon and his party remained weak
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amid sluggish economic growth and a series of missteps by the leader. Last week, Luxon
drew backlash after suggesting a possible referendum on the country's electoral system on
live radio, without prior consultation with his party colleagues.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI SETTLERS BESIEGING PALESTINIAN FAMILIES IN WEST BANK VILLAGE
Israeli settlers have been besieging two Palestinian families in their homes in the occupied
West Bank since Sunday, with the families saying their supplies were running out and rights
groups urging the authorities to step in. On Wednesday Israeli security forces were reported
to have withdrawn from the Jewish settler outpost in the village of Qusra near Nablus,
following clashes with a crowd of extremist settlers. About a dozen settlers are said to
remain at the site. After the Palestinian homeowners made their initial report to the Israel
army, the first soldiers who arrived at the scene were filmed praying with the settlers. The
Abu Ridi and Hassan families have been posting on social media appealing for help after
their water and power supplies were cut off and their food stocks ran low. The latest
developments come as a top UN official told the Security Council in New York on Tuesday
that "the West Bank is at breaking point". All settlements are illegal under international law.
Outposts are set up without official Israeli authorisation.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

INDONESIA HAZE SPREADS ACROSS REGION AS FIREFIGHTERS BATTLE
WILDFIRES

Indonesia is racing to contain wildfires that have burned more than 1,07,000 hectares land
nationwide. Authorities have deployed cloud-seeding aircraft to help extinguish the fires,
while some schools in affected province have suspended classes for three consecutive
days. Indonesia, like other parts of South East Asia, is facing a longer hot and dry season
this year fuelled by a more intense El Nino climate event, which some have nicknamed the
"Godzilla" El Nino. The blaze has also blanketed parts of Malaysia, pushing the air pollution
index in a small town in the state of Sarawak to an "unhealthy” level of 195 on Wednesday.
(BBC News Web Page: 12/08/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



