
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

  Bhadra 10, 1433 Bangla, August 25, 2026, Tuesday, No. 231, 56th year 

H I G H L I G H T S                                                                                                       
                 

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has ordered feasibility assessment to reintroduce universal stipends for 

girls from Class VI to undergraduate level.                                                 [Jago FM: 09] 

 

Cabinet has approved draft law proposing to empower Armed Police Battalions to combat terrorism, 

human & drug trafficking.                                                                     [BBC: 06]  

 

Chinese President has congratulated Bangladesh President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, expressing 

readiness to work together to deepen relationship between two countries.                  [R. Today: 19]  

 

Inter-Education Board Examination Controller’s Committee has announced that next year’s SSC examination 

will begin on 14th March.                                                                      [BBC: 05] 

 

Bangladesh and India have discussed reopening of border hat, making land ports operational to 

strengthen bilateral trade.                                                                 [R. Today: 18] 

 

High Court has upheld death sentences of two in sensational Nusrat Jahan murder case in Feni & 

sentenced four others to life imprisonment.                                                     [BBC: 03] 

 

Human rights organisations have claimed that disappearance of Miraj Sheikh is the First Enforced 

Disappearance Case after July Uprising.                                                        [BBC: 03] 

 

US has threatned new sanctions on Iran, calling on allies to join the move.                     [BBC: 20] 

 

New Zealand is set to introduce a bill seeking to ban children under 16 from using social media.  

                                                                                               [BBC: 22] 
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BBC  
RUSSIA'S SECOND-BIGGEST ONLINE RETAILER TARGETED IN  UKRAINIAN 
STRIKES  
Warehouses belonging to Russia's second-largest online retailer have been hit by a wave of 
Ukrainian drone strikes. Ozon said its logistics facilities in the southern regions of Krasnodar, 
Dagestan, Stavropol and Adygea were on fire and several people had been injured following 
overnight strikes. Ukraine has for weeks struck sites belonging to Wildberries, the country's 
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biggest online retailer, describing the firm as a legitimate target because it supplied 
components to the military, which Moscow denies. Russian President Vladimir Putin said on 
Saturday that Ukraine had opened "Pandora's box" by striking economic targets and that 
Russia would hit back at Kyiv's "most sensitive economic sectors". Russia has targeted 
Ukraine's civilian infrastructure since launching its full-scale invasion in 2022, and recent 
Russian attacks have hit Ukrainian warehouses and cargo terminals.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
IRAN FACES 'GREATEST FINANCIAL OFFENSIVE EVER': US TREASURY 
SECRETARY  
The US treasury secretary has threatened Iran with "the single greatest financial offensive 
ever", claiming the US-Israel war with Iran was "entering its endgame". Scott Bessent said 
the US would sever all economic ties with the country in "an economic D-Day" and that any 
nation partnering with Iran financially would also be isolated. Bessent's threat to the Iranian 
regime follows several U-turns and extended deadlines from US President Donald Trump's 
administration on previous threats. Iran dismissed Bessent's comments and said it would 
shut down all oil exports from the region "if the war continues", according to news agency 
Reuters. The Iranian regime has also issued a new warning to shipping not to pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz without its permission, the agency reported. One fifth of the world's oil 
and gas usually passes through strait, waterway south of Iran, but the flow has been 
effectively blocked by the country since the conflict began at the end of February.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
NEARLY 90,000 TOLD TO EVACUATE AS WILDFIRE APPROACH ES RENO, NEVADA  
Tens of thousands of people have been told to evacuate from an area close to Reno, 
Nevada, as a large wildfire reached the outskirts of the city. Around 42,000 people have 
been ordered to leave their homes immediately, with a further 45,000 people urged to get 
ready to leave. The fire, which was first reported on Saturday morning, had so far injured six 
people, officials said. Windy and unpredictable weather conditions have contributed to its 
spread. Nevada's Governor Joe Lombardo has declared a state of emergency in Washoe 
County and ordered the National Guard to join firefighting and law enforcement efforts. "This 
is an active and rapidly evolving situation and I urge everyone in the affected areas to 
remain vigilant and follow the direction of local officials," he said. The fire was caused by 
humans and first reported at 11:15 local time on Saturday, according to local officials. The 
Washoe emergency information centre said around 15,000 acres had been burned.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
KING OF NORWAY'S HEALTH HAS WORSENED: PALACE  
King Herald V of Norway's health has worsened, the palace has said, as he remains in 
hospital receiving antibiotics for a bacterial infection in his bloodstream. The monarch has 
responded to treatment despite the deterioration in his condition, according to the palace, 
but he will remain at Oslo University Hospital, Riskhospitalet, and on leave from royal duties 
until further notice. The 89-year-old, who has been on the throne since 1991, was admitted 
to hospital and put on sick leave a week ago. His son, Crown Prince Haakon, 53, has been 
serving as regent while his father is on leave. King Herald has been treated in recent weeks 
with cortisone for a rare blood condition, haemolytic anaemia. It causes the number of red 
blood cells in the body to be reduced, and leads to fatigue and shortness of breath.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
NEARLY THREE MILLION TESLAS RECALLED IN CHINA OVER HIDDEN DOOR 
HANDLES  
Minimalistic door handles became a signature feature of electric vehicles (EVs), but the 
controversial designs are now at the centre of China's biggest car recall, affecting more than 
4 million vehicles. The recall, which includes 2.98 million Chinese-made Teslas, follows 
safety concerns that the hidden door handles are difficult to locate and open in emergency 
situations. Other brands affected by the recall include Chinese carmakers CPeng, Xiaomi 
and Geely. The recalled vehicles will have a warning label stuck on the interior door and 
receive a software update to automatically lower the windows in a crash. The designs have 
come under scrutiny after two fatal crashes in China involving Xiaomi EVs, in which power 
failures were suspected to have prevented doors from being opened.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
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NEW ZEALAND TO INTRODUCE BILL FOR UNDER-16s SOCIAL MEDIA BAN  
New Zealand is to introduce a bill seeking to ban under-16s from using social media. Under 
the latest proposals, platforms including TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat and Facebook, will 
have to take steps to check users are over 16 and platforms that fail to meet their obligations 
could face fines of up to 10% of their global revenue. Prime Minister Christopher Luxon said 
social media was exposing children to "harmful content, addictive technology and pressures 
they are not equipped to deal with". But several political parties have said they will vote 
against the bill. The move follows a similar ban in Australia, while countries including the UK 
and Greece are set to introduce restrictions next year. Luxon said social media was affecting 
children's family life, mental health, sleep and education.  
(BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
EX-CRICKET CAPTAINS URGE 'PROPER MEDICAL CARE' FOR IMRAN KHAN  
A group of former cricket captains, including Indian batting legend Sunil Gavaskar and one 
of England's longest-serving skippers Sir Alastair Cook, have called on Pakistan to ensure 
its ex-PM Imran Khan be given proper care while in custody. The cricketer-turned-politician 
has been in jail since 2023 on corruption charges which he denies. In a letter to Pakistan's 
current leader Shehbaz Sharif, the 21 former skippers aired concern that Khan, 73, was 
allowed "only a few hours" at a hospital last week where he was examined by a state-
appointed team. Khan's party has also filed a contempt petition against the government for 
not giving him access to his own doctors, as ordered by the top court. The former cricket 
captains laid out three demands in their letter, the first of which is that Khan be assessed by 
a medical board directed by Pakistan's Supreme Court - which would include his personal 
physicians - particularly on the reported loss of vision in his right eye. They also urged 
authorities to allow weekly visits by Khan's family, as ordered by the court, "without 
interruptions or administrative delays". (BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
GUINEA RUBBISH LANDFILL COLLAPSE KILLS 31  
At least 31 people have been killed after a mound of rubbish at a major waste site collapsed 
onto nearby homes in Guinea's capital Conakry, the government has said. Another 22 
people were injured, including six seriously, in the city's Dar-es-Salam area. "Significant" 
resources and personnel - including the military - were deployed to search for survivors after 
the collapse at about 02:00 local time following heavy rain overnight, the government added 
in a statement. One woman told local media her five children had died in the disaster. There 
are fears that the death toll will rise further. Rescuers were later seen using excavators to 
comb through a mountain of scattered rubbish at the site as local residents gathered nearby. 
One eyewitness said many people were buried when a second part of the site gave way. 
Guinea's Prime Minister Mamadou Oury Bah has visited the scene to assess the situation 
and oversee the search efforts. (BBC News Web Page: 24/08/26, FARUK) 
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