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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has ordered to activate waterways around Dhaka to reduce traffic
congestion, protect environment and facilitate communication. (Jago News: 12)

Tarique Rahman has reaffirmed govt's commitment to support innovators, researchers & technology
entrepreneurs, saying young innovators must lead country's journey towards a technology-driven future.
(Jago News: 12)
Home Minister has said, Bangladesh Police must never function as political instrument, reaffirming
government's commitment to ensure public safety & build accountable & service-oriented police force.

(BBC: 05)
Information and Broadcasting Minister has said that criticising government is not a crime but speaking
against state will be treated as an offence. (R. Today: 24)

State Minister for Foreign Affairs has said, government is maintaining close communication with UAE &
has expressed optimism that former IGP Benazir Ahmed will be brought back to Bangladesh soon.

(BBC: 04)
Amid security concerns across country over recovery of two bombs in a week in Dhaka & Ashulia,
Police headquarters has issued nationwide alert over possible attacks targeting law enforcement vehicles.

(BBC: 03)
Chief Prosecutor of International Crimes Tribunal has confirmed that a preliminary list of 85 people killed
in front of Jatrabari Police Station during July 2024 mass uprising has been found. (BBC: 07)

BERC has increased price of LPG at consumer level setting new rate of a 12kg cylinder at Tk 1,598.

(DW: 10)
US President Donald Trump has said, he has agreed to cancel planned attacks on Iran on condition that
Iran will reach a deal "rapidly." (BBC: 08)
New York Times has claimed that US campaign against Iran is heading toward a "strategic defeat,"
eroding confidence of its allies. (R. Tehran: 09)
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TRUMP CANCELS IRAN STRIKES SUBJECT TO DEAL BEING MADE 'RAPIDLY"

Donald Trump says he has cancelled strikes against Iran, provided a deal is struck "rapidly"
with the country. In a post on Truth Social, the US president said he had been asked by Iran
and other countries in the Middle East to "hold off" on any attack as the "perimeters" of a
deal had been agreed. Trump's comments came after reports that the US and Israel may
have been planning new, intense strikes on Iran. It is not the first time that Trump has issued
apocalyptic warnings, only to subsequently insist that diplomacy was being given a chance.
Iran's semi-official Mehr news agency denied that Tehran had asked the US to hold off on
further military action, saying Trump's claims were "nothing but a new lie". Iran's acting
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Defence Minister Majid Ibn al-Reza said Tehran viewed every threat from its adversaries as
"real and credible" even if it formed part of psychological warfare.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

FIVE DEAD, 41 MISSING AFTER INDONESIA FERRY CATCHES FIRE

Five people have been found dead and 41 are missing after an Indonesian ferry carrying at
least 250 people caught fire while at sea, officials say. The captain of the ship reported the
fire - off Madura island - as the vessel sailed from the country's second-largest city,
Surabaya in East Java, to Makassar in South Sulawesi, according to Basarnas, the National
Search and Rescue Agency. Footage played by local Indonesian news outlet iNews shows
large numbers of people in life jackets on what appears to be a lifeboat. Other clips show
people climbing down from the ferry that has flames and plumes of smoke coming from the
top of the vessel. Basarnas posted a video to its TikTok, with a statement saying at 08:24
the Surabaya Search and Rescue office received information that passenger ship KMP
Mutiara Sentosa 2 was on fire. (BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

TOURIST PLANE CRASHES IN PERU, KILLING 13

A small plane carrying tourists has crashed in Peru, Killing all 13 people on board, according
to local news reports and Peruvian officials. The aircraft, a Cessna Caravan C-208, had
been flying over Nazca Lines archaeological site when it went down on Saturday. Eleven
passengers and two pilots were on board. The passengers included two German, two
Spanish and seven ltalian tourists, Peru's state news agency reported. The cause of the
crash is not yet clear. The Nazca Lines is a popular tourist attraction and Unesco World
Heritage sure in southern Peru that features ancient drawings of animals in desert sand.
Tourists often fly in small planes to see the extent of the drawings. The crash happened
around 13:00 local time in the Pueblo Viejo region after the plane departed from an airport in
Pisco, Peru. (BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

ITALY PUTTING NEARLY ALL MAJOR CITIES ON HIGHEST HEAT ALERT

Italy is putting nearly all of its major cities on the highest "red" alert for high temperatures, as
a new heatwave grips the country. Health officials say 19 cities from north to south -
including the capital Rome, Venice and Naples - are already at red alert, and by Monday all
but two cities will be. Temperatures hit mid-30s C in many places on Saturday, and
authorities are warning of risks to even healthy and active people - not just groups including
the elderly, very young children and people with chronic illnesses. The warnings come as
several European nations battle devastating wildfires after a succession of heatwaves that
have created favourable conditions for blazes. In its latest heatwave bulletin published on
Saturday, the Italian health ministry says that by Monday, some 25 of the country's 27 major
cities will be on red alert. (BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

THREE KILLED AFTER BOMB DETONATED AT MOSCOW RESTAURANT: STATE
MEDIA

At least three people have been killed and 21 injured after a homemade explosive device
was detonated at an ltalian restaurant in Moscow, Russian state media reports, quoting
security officials. The blast happened at about 20:00 local time on Kudrinskaya square near
the city centre. The National Anti-Terrorist Committee said a woman carrying the explosives
tried to enter the restaurant but was stopped by a security guard. The device detonated,
killing the woman, the guard and a visitor to the Balzi Rossi restaurant, which had been
holding a private function. Authorities have not said who they believe was the target, but
many Muscovites will suspect a link to the war in Ukraine. The mayor of Moscow, Sergei
Sobyanin, said the blast was "a cruel act of terror which took human lives".

(BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

CURRENT EBOLA OUTBREAK WORST EVER IN DR CONGO: WHO

The Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo is the biggest in the country's
history, the World Health Organization (WHO) has said. As of 30 July, there were 3,605
confirmed cases including 1,587 deaths - a fatality rate of 44%. The current outbreak is
caused by the Bundibugyo strain of the virus. It was declared on 15 May 2026 and
surpasses the previous biggest outbreak between 2018 and 2020, which had nearly 3,500
recorded cases of whom almost 2,300 died. There is currently no approved vaccine or
treatment for the Bundibugyo strain, but vaccines are being developed in the UK and
Singapore. Ebola, which spreads through contact with bodily fluids, has killed 15,000 people
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across Africa over the last 50 years. The WHO said in a statement posted on X that the
outbreak was "intensifying, with sustained transmission and continued increases in reported
cases and deaths". (BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI FORCES KILL 8 IN GAZA, TOLL NOW 18 SINCE LATEST TRUMP PEACE
PLAN

Israeli forces have killed at least eight more Palestinians in Gaza, including two children,
bringing the death toll to 18 in the three days since US President Donald Trump announced
a plan he described as a "monumental step" towards peace and security in the shattered
enclave. The eight deaths on Sunday included three people killed in an air strike on a
residential apartment in the Al-Sousi Tower in western Gaza City - Abdullah Abu Taif, 33, his
wife Abeer Anan, 29, and their five-year-old son Azzam - according to medical sources at Al-
Shifa Hospital. An attack targeting an apartment in Al-Qarara, northwest of the city of Khan
Younis, killed three members of the Al-Hams family - father Mahmoud, 38, his wife Fatima,
37, and their young daughter. Three others were wounded, medical sources at Nasser
Hospital said. Kamu Abu Muailig, 68, and his wife Huda, 59, were killed in a strike on their
home near Deir al-Balah in central Gaza, medics said. An overnight Israeli strike also
targeted medicine warehouses attached to Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir Al-Balah.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

HUNGARY PLANS TO SHUT DOWN ONLY NUCLEAR POWER PLANT AMID
DROUGHT

Hungary has announced it will shut down its only nuclear power plant after record-low levels
on the Danube River reduced the water available for cooling its reactors. Prime Minister
Peter Magyar said the Paks Nuclear Power Plant in central Hungary would be powered
down on Sunday, the first full shutdown in its 44-year history. The plant supplies nearly half
of Hungary's electricity. Magyar said output had fallen to 965 megawatts on Friday and to
240 overnight, far below the normal 2,000. The Soviet-built, four-reactor plant south of
Budapest siphons water from the Danube for cooling, but low river levels have impacted its
pumps ability to draw in enough water. A river level of minus 134cm at Paks forces a full
shutdown, and the level is expected to fall as low as 144cm, far below the previous 98cm
record set in 2018. (BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

SOUTH KOREA HAS HOTTEST DAY ON RECORD AMID EXTREME WEATHER
GLOBALLY

South Korea has recorded its highest temperature since national weather records began
more than a century ago, as an intense heatwave grips the country, the latest in a year of
climate extremes that have caused droughts, wildfires, floods and powerful storms around
the globe. The southeastern city of Yangsan reached 42.5 degrees Celsius at 01:26pm local
time on Sunday, according to the Korea Meteorological Administration (KMA). It was the fifth
consecutive day that temperatures in Yangsan exceeded 40C. Heat warnings remain in
effect across much of South Korea, with temperatures climbing into the upper 30s in many
cities. More than 20 localities were under emergency heatwave alerts on Sunday, a warning
category introduced this year in response to increasingly severe summer temperatures. The
emergency alert is issued when forecasts predict either a perceived temperature of at least
38C or an actual temperature of 39C or higher for a single day.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/08/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



