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HIGHLIGHTS

Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari has congratulated Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir on his election as
Bangladesh President and invited him to visit Pakistan to further strengthen hilateral relations.

[R. Today: 26]
Four new members have been sworn into the cabinet. Abdul Moyeen Khan, Andaleeve Rahman Partho &
Sa Ching Pru took oath as Ministers & Shamim Kaiser Lincoln sworn in as State Minister. [R. Today: 23]

PM’s Press Secretary has said, no decision had yet been made regarding PM visit to India, adding that
Dhaka was waiting for India’s response on extradition of Sheikh Hasina & other fugitive criminals.

[DW: 11]
Twenty-nine Bangladeshi nationals who lost their way in the Mediterranean while travelling from Libya
to Greece & eventually reached the coast of Marsa Matrouh in Egypt have been identified. [Jago FM: 15]

Malaysian immigration police have detained 112 migrants, including 81 Bangladeshis, during raids on
several establishments in Kajang, Selangor state. [R. Today: 25]

Three more children have died across country with suspected measles. [Jago FM: 13]

The prices of loose edible oil and sugar are rising rapidly. The prices of flour and refined flour have
also increased. Meanwhile, the prices of vegetables, fish, meat and eggs remain high. [Jago FM: 18]

US President Donald Trump has announced “most crushing economic operation” against Iran and also
warned that any country helping Tehran will face severe consequences. [NHK:  09]
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ISRAEL RE-ESTABLISHES CLOSED WEST BANK SETTLEMENT, DEFYING GROWING
INTERNATIONAL PROTESTS

A new generation of Israeli settlers has returned to the settlement of Kadim, in the occupied
West Bank, two decades after it was closed by a previous Israeli government. Thirty "pioneer
families" had arrived in the settlement on Thursday from Tel Aviv, according to the regional
settler’s council, riding a wave of Jewish nationalism driven by Israel's current government.
They came in small groups, some under military escort, blue and white Israeli flags fluttering
from their cars as they passed Palestinian villages and farmlands. Some dragged trailers
loaded with bedding, furniture and building material. Israel government has overturned a 20-
year ban on Jewish settlements around Jenin. Palestinian residents are watching the new
push on settlement expansion here with fear. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)
HONG KONG'S TIANANMEN ACTIVISTS GUILTY IN NATIONAL SECURITY TRIAL

Two Hong Kong activists who organized annual vigils to commemorate the 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown have been found guilty of inciting others to subvert state power under the
city's controversial national security law. Lee Cheuk-Yan, 69, and Chow Hang-tung, 41, face
a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison after being convicted under the China-introduced
law. Sentencing is expected at a later date. A third defendant, Albert Ho, 74, pleaded guilty
in January. Lee and Chow "invited other persons to organize, plan, commit or participate in
acts by unlawful means with a view to subverting the state power", according to a summary
on Friday. Chow told the court in May the law itself was on trial. Hong Kong used to be one
of the only places in Chinese territory where people could gather to mark the deadly 1989
crackdown against pro-democracy protesters. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)
EIGHT KILLED IN PLANE CRASH AT REMOTE ALASKAN MILITARY SITE: AIR FORCE
A plane crash at a remote US Air Force site in Alaska has killed all eight people on board,
the US military has said. The civilian-contracted aircraft crashed shortly after midday local
time on Thursday near Cape Newenham, which hosts the airport of a long-range radar site.
It is unclear who the passengers were or why they were there, but the US Air Force Alaskan
Command chief said they had been "dedicated professionals carrying out a vital mission in a
demanding environment”. "This is a devastating loss for our military family and the
communities we serve," Lt Gen Robert Davis added. "Our absolute priority right now is
providing unwavering support to their families, friends and teammates during this
devastating time," he said in a statement. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)
PANAMA CANAL TO CUT NUMBER OF SHIPS PASSING THROUGH DUE TO EL NINO
Panama Canal's operation is to cut the number of vessels passing through the key waterway
due to low rainfall caused by El Nino. The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) told shipping firms
on Thursday that 32 vessels a day will be able to pass through it from 15 September,
compared to 36 currently. El Nino, a pattern of periodical sea surface warming, affects
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weather systems globally. This year is expected to be particularly strong, with its effects
made more intense by climate change. The shipping industry is already dealing with severe
disruptions due to the Iran war causing a large reduction in the number of vessels passing
through the crucial Strait of Hormuz. The ACP said the measures were being put in place to
preserve service reliability and safeguard water resources for human consumption.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)

BODIES OF TWO HIKERS MISSING FOR DECADES FOUND AFTER SWISS GLACIER
MELTS

The bodies of two Belgian men who went missing in the Swiss Alps in 1992 have been
discovered after being exposed by the melting of a glacier, police have said. A hiker
discovered the bodies on 26 July on the Trift Glacier, south of the Swiss city of Lucerne,
officials said. DNA analysis later confirmed them to be those of two mountaineers who went
missing 34 years ago near the Weissmies mountain, police said. They were aged 39 and 41
at the time of their disappearance. Many scientists attribute a rapid retreat in Switzerland's
glaciers - which shrunk by a quarter in the decade to 2025, according to Glacier Monitoring
in Switzerland (Glamos) - to climate change. Police in Switzerland's Valais region said in a
statement that they had organized a recovery operation following the discovery of the two
men's bodies and transferred them to a hospital in the canton's capital, Sion, for
identification. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)

PAKISTAN EX-PM IMRAN KHAN BACK IN JAIL AFTER HOSPITAL EXAMINATION
Pakistan's former Prime Minister Imran Khan was moved back to prison early on Friday after
being examined by doctors at a hospital in Islamabad, who deemed him "medically fit". Khan
was seen by "a team of qualified doctors" including an opthalmologist, a cardiologist and a
physician, Pakistan's Information Minister Attaullah Tarar said. The Supreme Court had on
Tuesday ordered the cricketer-turned-politician be taken to a specific private hospital within
48 hours to be examined by physicians, following complaints about his health. He was
ultimately taken to a different government-run hospital. The intervention was the most
significant relief Khan has received from the courts since he was imprisoned in 2023 on
corruption charges, which he says were politically motivated. As well as being transferred to
hospital, the court order also specified Khan should be allowed to see his family, which he
has not been able to do in months. On Tuesday night, his sister Noreen Khan visited him in
prison. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)

GANDHI'S HANDWRITTEN NOTES ON LIFE SOLD FOR $1.69M AT INDIAN AUCTION

A rare collection of handwritten notes by Indian independence leader Mahatma Gandhi has
been sold for $1.69m at an auction in Mumbai city. The notes, owned and preserved by the
family of close associate and freedom fighter Anand T Hingorani, include 688 of Gandhi's
handwritten messages on truth, non-violence and self-restraint written between 1944 and
1946. Auction house Saffronart said the sale set a record for the highest price paid for an
Indian historical document at an auction. Gandhi led India's non-violent struggle against
British rule and is fondly known as the father of the nation. But the notes offer a more
personal glimpse of the man behind the political leader. Gandhi wrote to Hingorani for
around two years after the death of his wife, Vidya, offering him guidance, consolation and
encouragement. The messages were later compiled in a book called, A Thought for the Day.
(BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)

UK, FRANCE, GERMANY, ITALY AND CANADA CONDEMN ISRAEL'S WEST BANK
SETTLEMENT PROJECT

Israel's plans to open up tenders for the construction of some 1,200 settlement homes in a
strategically important part of the occupied West Bank have sparked fresh condemnation by
major Western powers. In a joint statement, the UK, France, Germany, Italy and Canada
called the decision "unacceptable” and urged Israel to "retract the plans immediately". All
settlements are illegal under international law and, under international pressure, Israel held
off for decades on plans to build in E1 to the east of Jerusalem. Many of its allies and
Palestinians argued this development would deal a major blow to hopes of a two-state
solution, effectively cutting the West Bank in two and isolating east Jerusalem. In a separate
statement, the UN secretary general also said the E1 plan posed an "existential threat" to a
contiguous Palestinian state - and so did Belgium's foreign minister. UK Foreign Secretary
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Ed Miliband's condemnation earlier on Thursday had drawn "outright" rejection by the Israel
foreign minister. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)

EBOLA OUTBREAK 'GROWING FASTER, WIDER' AS DRC DEATH TOLL PASSES
2,500: UN

The Ebola virus continues spreading "exponentially" in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC), the United Nations has warned. Sounding the alarm that the outbreak is
"spreading faster and wider" than ever before, the UN's Senior Ebola Coordinator Julien
Harneis reported that more than 2,500 people have now died. The official called for more
funds to be put to work to try to control the spread, noting that the existing pool of money will
run out within weeks. Efforts to stem the epidemic since the outbreak began in May have
faced several challenges. Conflict and a lack of government control and infrastructure in the
eastern DRC have disrupted the effort. Where health workers - many of whom have died
after contracting the virus - and facilities are able to operate, they have come under attack by
frustrated and frightened locals, Harneis said. (BBC News Web Page: 21/08/26, FARUK)
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