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HIGHLIGHTS

Saudi Crown Prince and PM Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has invited PM Tarique
Rahman to visit Saudi Arabia to discuss ways to strengthen bilateral relations. [BBC: 03]

Indian HC to Bangladesh Dinesh Trivedi has expressed optimism that PM Tarique Rahman should visit
India much sooner; saying direct engagement between two countries’ leaders can resolve hilateral issues.

[DW: 12]
Prime Minister's Office Spokesperson Mahdi Amin has said that government is working relentlessly over
six months to fulfil every commitment in its election manifesto. [BBC: 06]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said Bangladeshi nationalism is the strongest political
philosophy for uniting all people of country. [Jago FM: 21]

State Minister for LGRD & Cooperatives has said, local govt. elections at city corporations, municipalities,
zila parishads, upazila parishads & union parishads will be completed within current fiscal year.

[R. Today: 23]
Government has decided to change the fiscal year cycle from July I-June 30 to April [-March 31, with
the new timeframe taking effect from FY 2028-29. [BBC: 09]

Production in various industries, including textile mills, dyeing & finishing factories, has almost come to

a halt due to severe gas crisis. Industrialists describe this continuous gas shortage as 'unprecedented'.
[BBC: 01]

Seven more children have died across country with suspected measles. [BBC: 06]

US President Donald Trump has threatened to bomb Oman if it "stands in the way" of ongoing
negotiations with Iran. [BBC: 10]
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BBC

RUSSIA AND UKRAINE TRADE MORE DEADLY STRIKES

Nine people have been killed and 23 injured, including a child, in Ukrainian strikes on
Russia, local officials have said. Eight people were killed in the western Belgorod region
bordering Ukraine in the past 24 hours. A woman died overnight in the southern Astrakhan
region. Ukraine said two people were killed in Russian drone attacks on the north-eastern
Sumy region, and another two in the eastern Donetsk region. The strikes come a night after
what Russia described as the "largest-scale" attack by Ukraine this year, in which at least
seven people were killed. Russian attacks on Ukraine also killed at least seven people and
injured more than 39 on Saturday night. Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 and currently controls approximately a fifth of Ukrainian territory. The latest
Ukrainian strikes burned a building and damaged a car in Belgorod's village of Koloskovo,
acting regional Governor Alexandr Shuvaev said. (BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)
TRUMP ENVOY KUSHNER MEETS NETANYAHU AFTER HAMAS TALKS ON PEACE
PLAN

US President Donald Trump's Middle East envoy Jared Kushner is meeting Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the premier's spokesperson has told the BBC. Kushner
arrived in Israel last night after holding talks with Hamas to discuss the implementation of the
US-backed Gaza peace plan on Sunday. It comes after Kushner held rare talks with Hamas
to discuss the implementation of the US-backed Gaza peace plan. Last week, Israel rejected
Trump's 15-point plan, which also calls for Israeli troops to withdraw and for Gaza to be
rebuilt under a new civilian Palestinian administration. The rejection came after Trump's
Board of Peace said it had reached agreement for the "complete disarmament" of Hamas
and other armed groups in Gaza last month. Eight Muslim countries issued a statement on
Sunday condemning Israel's rejection. (BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP SAYS US TO REDUCE MILITARY DRILLS WITH SOUTH KOREA AFTER IT
STAYED OUT OF IRAN WAR

President Donald Trump has said the US will "substantially reduce" joint military exercises
with South Korea, citing his "very good relationship” with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un.
He also noted on Truth Social that South Korea had recently declined to join the US in the
"denuclearization" of Iran. "These exercises are not only costly, with much of these costs
paid for by the United States of America (as usual!), but send a signal that is totally
inappropriate and hostile," Trump posted. Seoul said it was reviewing Trump's comments,
adding it hoped a favourable relationship between Washington and Pyongyang could lead to
meaningful talks. Pyongyang has not yet commented. Earlier, South Korea said the drills
with the US would proceed "as scheduled". It comes after North Korea this month conducted
ballistic missile tests banned by the United Nations.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)

EBOLA OUTBREAK IN DR CONGO BECOMES DEADLIEST IN ITS HISTORY

The Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo is now the deadliest in its history,
according to public health officials. A total of 2,325 people have been killed by the virus since
it was declared on 15 May, surpassing the death toll of the country's 2018-2020 outbreak.
The outbreak was already the fastest growing on record, UN humanitarian chief Tom
Fletcher said last week, warning that "the epidemic is killing someone every 30 minutes".
There is currently no approved vaccine available for the Bundibugyo species that has
caused the current epidemic but several are in development, including one based on
technology used to develop the AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine. DR Congo's Institute of
Public Health on Sunday said it had recorded 4,945 confirmed cases, including 101 in the
previous 24 hours. Comparatively few cases have been identified outside the country: as of
12 August, 20 cases were confirmed in neighbouring Uganda, while two people were treated
in Germany and one case was declared in France.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)
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RECORD RAINS DRENCH SOUTH KOREAN CITY AS LANDSLIDE KILLS ONE
Torrential rains have pummelled South Korea's Gyeongsang province, triggering a landslide
that killed one person and wounded two others. The landslide buried the first floor of an
apartment building in the south-eastern city of Geoje on Monday morning. Rescuers pulled
out three people, one of whom was later declared dead, local media report. This comes as
record rainfall triggered by back-to-back storms caused widespread flooding and landslides
in parts of China, Japan and the Philippines. Geoje city saw 124.5mm of rain in a one-hour
period, the highest since South Korea's meteorological agency started keeping records for
the city in 1972. Between Sunday and Monday, Geoje received more than 400mm of rain
overnight. City authorities announced that some tourist attractions will be closed on Monday
due to the heavy rain. (BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)

AID SHORTAGES AND FEARS OF STARVATION AS INDONESIA REELS FROM
DEADLY EARTHQUAKE

There are hundreds of disaster victims in Dampek village - but only one doctor. When a 7.7
magnitude earthquake struck the Indonesian island of Flores on Saturday, this area was
among the worst-hit. Health facilities were toppled, electricity networks cut, and after two
days aftershocks still rattled the makeshift shelters while inside, medical supplies rapidly
diminished. "I am the only doctor here with hundreds of victims. | truly cannot cope," read an
urgent appeal from Dr Melinda, the sole physician at the now-decimated Dampek Health
Centre, on Sunday. It is a problem that is playing out across Flores, as aid disruptions and
ongoing tremors fuel fears among thousands of displaced survivors. Refugees are sleeping
outdoors through sweltering days and frigid nights for fear that more buildings may collapse.
Tents set up amid the rubble of collapsed hospitals are serving as makeshift emergency
rooms for injured patients. (BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)

REFORM UK BENEFITS BAN FOR FOREIGN NATIONALS WOULD INCLUDE EU
CITIZENS

Foreign nationals would be excluded from most benefits under a Reform UK government,
the party has said. The ban, part of a proposed overhaul of Britain's benefits system, would
include European Union (EU) nationals with settled status in the UK, meaning a
renegotiation of the UK's Brexit deal with the EU. In a speech on Monday, the party's
economy spokesman, Robert Jenrick, said: "The British taxpayer is acting as the welfare
state for the world. That's unfair, we all know it." Reform claims the policy would save £21bn
a year by its fifth year, but Labour insists the "vast majority" of migrants have no access to
benefits and the Conservatives have dismissed the plans as "cobbled together". Jenrick said
there had to be a change of approach to "restore fairness" to the welfare system.

(BBC News Web Page: 17/08/26, FARUK)
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