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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, joint efforts by government and business community could
bring positive changes to country’s economy within next four to five years. (Jago News: 13)

Tarique Rahman has directed authorities to ensure round-the-clock operations at all ports across country
to facilitate trade and speed up import and export activities. (R. Today: 22)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, enduring spirit of the Liberation War is embodied in the
spirit of July’s sacrifice. (Jago News: 11)

Education and Primary & Mass Education Minister has said there is no alternative to technical education
for building a developed Bangladesh. (Jago News: 16)

BNP SG and LGRD & Cooperatives Minister has confirmed that BNP Standing Committee has authorised
party Chairman & PM Tarique Rahman to finalise party's nominee for next presidential election.

(R. Today: 22)

US Special Envoy for South and Central Asia, Sergio Gor has said a group of US investors will visit
Dhaka soon to assess potential for investment in Bangladesh. (BBC: 06)

Industries are being forced to reduce production due to country’s severe gas crisis. (Jago FM: 17)

US has made a mandatory, permanent visa hond programme for 50 countries, including Bangladesh.
(DW: 08)

An Indian national has been arrested with gold at Shah Amanat International Hirport in Chattogram.
(Jago News: 14)

US media has reported that the US and Israel are preparing to launch major strikes on Iran's energy
infrastructure this weekend. (NHEK: 07)
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SPAIN ATTACKS 'SELFISH' RESPONSE OF SOME EU COUNTRIES TO CEUTA
MIGRANT CROSSINGS

Spain has condemned the "selfish, polarizing and unlawful" reaction of some EU countries to
the influx of about 60,000 migrants from Morocco to Ceuta. Officials say almost all those
who reached the enclave on 30 July have returned, while Spain's Interior Minister Fernando
Grande-Marlaska said on Saturday that the death toll had risen to at least 67. It comes after
Italy temporarily suspended the EU's border-free Schengen arrangement with Spain, as
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni called the scenes "shocking". Finland and Denmark backed
Italy's move, while Czech Prime Minister Andrej Babis urged a temporary suspension of
Spain's Schengen membership. In a letter to European Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen, Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said he had "serious concerns" about
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some European governments. He said the Spanish government had fully restored control
over the border and prevented any "unauthorized onward movement towards continental
Europe" in less than 48 hours. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

UEFA HAS 'LOST CONFIDENCE' IN INFANTINO'S FIFA LEADERSHIP

Uefa says it has lost confidence in Gianni Infantino's Fifa leadership as the fallout from the
scrapped controversial investment plan intensifies. On Saturday, Infantino said Fifa would no
longer proceed with the proposal to sell stakes in the governing body's competitions to
private investors. UEFA - which governs European football - had earlier voted to boycott
World Cups if the plans went ahead, and other governing bodies also voiced their opposition.
On Saturday, Uefa said it welcomed the decision to withdraw the plan, describing it as "a
victory for the whole game". It also accused Infantino of failing to deliver on promises,
quoting a speech he gave when campaigning to become Fifa president in 2016. The fallout
from the plans means Infantino is now under immense pressure as he seeks re-election for a
fourth term as president at the Fifs Congress in March. "The current Fifa leadership has not
only lost Uefa's confidence but also that of many other members of the football family,"
Uefa's statement read. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI WEST BANK SETTLER TELLS BBC ATTACKS ON PALESTINIANS ARE
JUSTIFIED AS REVENGE

The Israeli settler outpost of Havat Gilad, deep inside the occupied West Bank, is spread
across several hilltops, its sheds and simple block houses clearly visible from neighbouring
Palestinian villages. Last weekend saw a wave of settler attacks on Palestinian villages in
the area, after an Israeli security guard from Havat Gilad was killed during a confrontation
between Palestinians and israelis in the village of Tal last Friday. Four Palestinians and an
Israeli soldier were also killed in the incident, the original cause of which is disputed. After
spending the weekend speaking to Palestinians around Havat Gilad, we drove into the
outpost itself, to ask one of its residents about the violence, and the expansion of Israeli
settlements in the West Bank. It is rare for an international media organization like the BBC
to be allowed into these outposts. But on this occasion, Yehuda Shimon, a lawyer with an
organization that represents Israelis arrested for violence against Palestinians, agreed to
speak. He told me that attacks on Palestinian villages last weekend were justified as
revenge for the killing of the outpost's security guard.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

NINE KILLED IN STRIKES ON KYIV, AS UKRAINE SINKS RUSSIAN CONTAINER SHIP
At least nine people have been killed in Russian ballistic missile strikes on Kyiv, local
officials said. A further 28 people were injured in the attack on the Ukrainian capital on
Saturday morning, according to the country's State Emergency Service. Moscow has
escalated deadly ballistic missile attacks on Kyiv recently, prompting President Zelensky to
say that missile interceptors are urgently needed. The strikes come two days after a
suspected Russian cruise missile landed in Poland during a widespread attack on Ukraine
that killed at least eight people, including six members of one family. Separately, Ukrainian
drones sank a Russian owned container ship in the Black Sea, Zelensky said. Kyiv's Mayor
Vitali Klitschko said the capital had come under a ballistic missile attack on Saturday, with
AFP reporting more than 10 explosions. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

RACE TO RESCUE REMAINING CLIMBERS AFTER DEADLY AVALANCHE IN
PAKISTAN

Rescue teams in Pakistan are carrying out a second day of search for climbers caught in an
avalanche on the world's 12th-highest summit. Among the seven still missing from the 10-
person expedition on Broad Peak, on the border with China, is renowned Nepal-born climber
Nirmal Purja. The operation has expanded with local Pakistani climbers volunteering,
together with others from Nepal who have halted their expeditions on nearby K2. Bad
weather has been hampering the search. Pakistani officials say the bodies of three climbers
have been recovered. They have been named as American Mallory Geis, Nadhira Ahmed
Abdullah Al Harthy from Oman and Pur Bahadur Gurung from Nepal. On Friday, the Alpine
Club of Pakistan said several climbers had been spotted by drones but their condition was
unknown. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)
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HUNDREDS ESCAPE GREEK WILDFIRE BY SEA AS BLAZES CONTINUE ACROSS
EUROPE

Hundreds of people in central Greece are being evacuated by sea from a coastal town
hemmed in by one of the many wildfires raging across the country. Around 500 people,
mostly tourists, were left stranded after the fire broke out near Agios Vasileios in Viota on
Friday and rapidly spread on strong winds, local media report. Another fire has broken out
further along the coast, while firefighters continue to battle a large wildfire on the Greek
island of Crete that ignited earlier this week. Greece is one of several European nations
suffering devastating wildfires after a succession of heatwaves created favourable conditions
for them. Firefighters in Portugal and Spain are still tackling blazes spanning thousands of
hectares, with a new heatwave this week raising the risk of a massive fire near Madrid
reigning. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

IRAN WARNS AGAINST 'FLAMES OF WAR' AMID US STRIKE THREATS ON ENERGY
SITES

Iran's authorities have promised retaliation in case of threatened attacks by the United
States against critical energy infrastructure, while military strikes continue across the region.
"The United States is moving at an accelerating pace to fan the flames of a full-scale
regional war," Major General Ali Abdollahi, head of Iran's wartime military command, said in
a statement on Saturday. Addressing regional neighbours, he said the US was using their
capitals, resources and infrastructure as a shield for its own interests while strengthening
Israel's war machine. The warning comes in reaction to reports by major US media outlets
that the US and Israel may be imminently launching an extensive wave of attacks against
Iran's civilian infrastructure, including power plants and petrochemical manufacturers.

(BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

INDIA'S MODI SAYS HE FORGIVES STUDENTS WHO ABUSED HIM IN COCKROACH
PROTESTS

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said he forgives students who hurled expletives at
him during protests last month, describing them as "misled children" who must be shown
"the right path" rather than be prosecuted and punished. The biggest political crisis of Modi's
third term was caused by growing support for the youth-led Cockroach protest movement,
which emerged in May after a crucial exam was voided after the questions were leaked,
forcing more than two million students to resit the exam the following month. "These are
misled children. Showing them, the right path is our duty. Punishing them, making them run
around courts, or tormenting them in society will not change the situation," Modi said in a
video posted on social media late on Friday, adding that "disgusting expletives" were
targeted at him and his late mother at the protest. "It is a cultural shock to us that how can
our daughters use this language," he said, before adding: "I want to forgive them."

(BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)

YEMEN'S HOUTHIS DENY PLAN TO CHARGE SHIPS TRANSITING RED SEA

Yemen's Houthi rebels have denied planning to charge ships for passing through the Red
Sea, saying passage through the waterway remains free. The denial came in a statement
issued Saturday by the Houthi-run Humanitarian Operations Coordination Center (HOCC),
which oversees vessel movement through the Bab al-Mandev Strait. It said its "safe transit
service" was voluntary and free of charge, adding that anyone demanding payment for
passage did not represent Yemen or the HOCC. It urged shipping companies not to make
payments or share information with unauthorized parties. The statement follows a Reuters
news agency report on Wednesday, citing regional sources, that the Iran-aligned Houthis
were considering imposing fees on ships transiting the strait - a week after the group
declared a maritime blockade on Saudi Arabia. Those sources said the idea was raised with
Iranian officials during a Houthi visit to Tehran earlier in July, with Iranian advisers reportedly
helping set up an authority to regulate the fees. (BBC News Web Page: 01/08/26, FARUK)
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