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HIGHLIGHTS

Acting President Hafiz Uddin Ahmed Bir Bikram has said, the great liberation war of 1971 was not a war of any
political party but a people's war to establish democracy, people's voting rights, human dignity & equal rights.

(Radio Today:26)
PM Tarique Rahman is set to visit USA to attend the 81st session of UN General Assembly in September. Besides
attending the session, he is expected to hold bilateral meetings with several heads of state & government.

(Radio Today:23)
Sixteen people were killed in separate road accidents in Sylhet and Bogura in a single day, while many others
sustained injuries, of the victims nine were killed in Sylhet and seven in Bogura. (Jago News:09)

LGRD and Cooperatives Minister has said, there is no alternative to independent, responsible and strong media for
establishing sustainable democracy, adding that democracy becomes stronger when the media is strong.

(Jago News:21)
Information and Broadcasting Minister has said journalists, media owners and government are working together to
build an independent, responsible and economically sustainable media system. (Jago News:22)

Clarifying India's position regarding remarks made by Sheikh Hasina, who was ousted during July mass uprising,
Indian Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson has said Indian govt does not endorse any of her statements.
(Jago News:12)
Home Minister has said government is not attaching importance to Sheikh Hasina’s recent remarks, adding that
people of Bangladesh will no longer accept politics of those involved in genocide & crimes against humanity.
(Radio Today:21)
Law Minister has said justice will take its own course, adding that he wants to believe that Sheikh Hasina will
return home in December, face charges related to mass killings and pursue legal process from prison.
(Radio Today:24)
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary General has strongly condemned and protested what he described as India's
breach of diplomatic norms by allowing ousted PM Sheikh Hasina to hold a press conference. (R. Tehran:05)

Former cricketer Shakib Al Hasan has said he is prepared to return home & face legal proceedings if his security
can be guaranteed. State Minister for Sports has said govt's flexibility regarding Shakib has crossed its limit.
(DW:05)
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SEVEN KILLED AFTER THAI TEEN SHOOTER OPENS FIRE AT HOME AND SCHOOL
At least seven people have been killed and more than 30 injured after a 14-year-old boy
opened fire at his home and school on the outskirts of Thailand's capital Bangkok. The
student killed his grandparents and five teachers before taking his own life, Thai Prime
Minister Anutin Charnvirakul told reporters. The attacker still had "more than 30 bullets left"
when he turned the gun on himself, the PM added. Nine of the injured people remain in a
critical condition, authorities added. The school in Nonthaburi province is a local branch of
the renowned Debsirin School, which in Thailand is widely associated with educational
prestige. Police were deployed to the scene during the active shooting. National police chief
police general Kittiratt Phanphet told reporters that forensic officers had found the gunman's
shots were quite accurate, with several hitting the vital spots on the body.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

SAUDI ARABIA, TURKEY AND PAKISTAN SIGN DEFENCE PACT

Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Pakistan have signed a joint defence agreement, saying an attack
on one of them would be seen as an attack on all three. The pact was announced at a
meeting between Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Pakistani PM Shehbaz Sharif in the Saudi city of Mecca. The three
countries have been looking to strengthen security ties as the war between the US and Iran
has drawn in Saudi Arabia and disrupted shipping through the Strait of Hormuz and the Red
Sea. Saudi Arabia and Pakistan announced a joint defence pact last year. Iran and its allies
have launched attacks on targets in Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states and blockade their
shipments after the US and Israel attacked it on 28 February. In Yemen, Iran-backed Houthi
rebels - who control the north of the country - have been fighting government forces, which
are backed by a Saudi-led coalition. Announcing the pact on Friday, Pakistan's foreign
ministry said an attack on any of the three states "shall be regarded as an attack against
them all". (BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

US STRIKES $1.2BN DEAL TO PAY GERMAN FIRM TO HALT OFFSHORE WIND
PROJECTS

German energy company RWE has said it will abandon its offshore wind projects in the US
after reaching a $1.2bn payout deal with President Donald Trump's Department of the
Interior (Dol). RWE said that it will now reinvest the sum into conventional gas projects,
including $900m in a liquefied natural gas (LNG) export terminal project in Louisiana. "After
careful consideration, it was determined there is no path forward to permit these projects in
the US for the foreseeable future,”" the company said in a statement. RWE said it has agreed
to relinquish its leases off the California and Louisiana coasts as well as in the New York
Bight. Overall, the German firm plans to invest approximately €17bn ($19.6bn) in the US
over the next six years "to grow its generation capacity".

(BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

A NEW YOUTH AGITATION GRIPS AN INDIAN STATE AFTER 'COCKROACH'
PROTESTS

Weeks after thousands of young Indians poured onto the streets of Delhi in a major
‘cockroach’ protest over examination paper leaks, another group of frustrated job seekers is
making headlines - this time hundreds of miles away, in the eastern state of Jharkhand.
Protesters have gathered at a stadium in the state capital Ranchi, since 25 July, demanding
an overhaul of the state's government examination system. Some have been sleeping in the
open and several have gone on hunger strike. Umme Habiba is one of the them. The 27-
year-old, from a farming family from Bokaro, has spent years preparing for Jharkhand's civil
service examination, hoping it would get her the security of a government job. She has
already sat the exam three times and hoped to get a good score this time. "We want justice.
We will not leave until we get it, even if it costs US our lives," she said. The immediate cause
of the anger is a preliminary civil service examination held in April. After the results were
announced in July, candidates alleged that leaked answer sheets shared on social media
showed some successful applicants had answered far fewer questions than expected. This
fuelled suspicions that the results had been manipulated. The protesters want the exam
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scrapped and held again. They also want the case investigated by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), India's premier federal investigative agency.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

META FINED $567M IN LARGEST CHILD SAFETY RULING AGAINST SOCIAL MEDIA
GIANT

A US judge in New Mexico has ordered Meta to pay another $567m for its failure to warn the
public about dangers its platforms posed to children, marking the largest fine against the
company over child safety. Judge Bryan Biedscheid said the social media giant is a "public
nuisance" akin to air pollution and that it must put the money in a fund aimed at reducing
future harms. Thursday's rulings are in addition to $375m in fines Meta was already ordered
to pay in the case, for a total of $942m. Judge Biedscheid compared Meta to a factory, with
advertising and content as its product and "the psychological harm and sexual exploitation of
children to be the pollution that must be abated". (BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)
DRONE WARNINGS AND SHELTERING IN AIRPORTS AS SOUTH KOREA BATTLES
HISTORIC HEATWAVE

South Korean authorities are deploying drones to issue heat warnings to farmers while
residents are taking shelter in airports, as the country battles an unprecedented heatwave.
President Lee Jae Myung has ordered public agencies to mobilize all available resources to
deal with the extreme heat, which he has called a "national disaster". Temperatures in the
south soared to a record 42.5C earlier this week. At least 23 people have died from heat-
related illnesses in the country so far this year, while nearly 2,500 have visited emergency
rooms for heat-related conditions since mid-May, authorities say. "Heatwave conditions once
seen only in foreign news reports have now become our reality," Lee said on Thursday.
Some local governments have deployed trucks to parks, markets and bus stops stops to
distribute chilled bottled waters for free. (BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

HOUTHI ATTACKS REPORTEDLY KILL AT LEAST 30 YEMENI GOVERNMENT
FORCES

At least 30 Yemeni government troops have reported been killed in Houthi rebel attacks on
military camps in central Yemen. The defence ministry said ballistic missiles and drones
struck several camps in the provinces of Marib and Hadramawt, resulting in the death and
injury of a number of Yemeni personnel. It did not give an exact toll. The ministry denounced
the attacks as "treacherous" and vowed to "respond to this aggression at an appropriate time
and place". The Houthis, who control much of north-western Yemen and are backed by Iran,
said they had targeted "large Saudi military build-ups" preparing for an offensive. A Saudi-
led coalition has supported the government during the civil war. In a separate attack, the
coalition's spokesperson said that 11 civilians had been wounded in the Saudi Arabian
border region of Najran, in what they described as a Houthi strike.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP AGAIN TRIES TO LIMIT US BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP WITH NEW EXECUTIVE
ORDERS

Donald Trump is trying again to scale back birthright citizenship in the US, weeks after the
Supreme Court shot down his previous attempt to eliminate the right. The president signed
two executive orders on Thursday, including one that expands the existing definitions of non-
citizens whose children are not eligible for birthright citizenship. The second order bans so-
called birth tourism, the practice of pregnant mothers coming to the US to give birth so that
their babies will be citizens. "This should have happened years ago, but we're taking care of
it now," Trump said from the Oval Office, criticizing the Supreme Court's rejection of his
previous bid to end the 150-year-old policy. "My Administration has guarded against the
risks posed by malign foreign actors who attempt to swindle American citizens by taking
advantage of the generosity of our Nation," the first executive order says.

(BBC News Web Page: 07/08/26, FARUK)

::—-::THE END::--::



