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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has handed over appointment letters to three persons with disabilities as part of
government initiative to promote employment & economic self-reliance. [JTago FM: 10]

LGRD & Cooperatives Minister & BNP Secretary General has said, Prime Minister is raising hopes for
social change in post-July Bangladesh. [BBC: 05]

Prime Minister's Office spokesperson has said Malaysia will resume recruitment of Bangladeshi workers
in last week of next month. [BBC: 05]

Home Minister has said, govt. will maintain zero-tolerance policy against international human trafficking
& cyber scam networks. [Jago EM: 11]

Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs Minister has said government had taken into cognisance concerns
raised by Human Rights Watch over proceedings at ICT and will examine the issues. [Jago FM: 15]

Education Minister has expressed his determination to build Bangladesh's identity on the world stage by
strengthening the foundation of sports from grassroots. [Jago FM: 18]

State Minister for Civil Aviation & Tourism has said govt has reduced airfare for Bangladeshi pilgrims
for Hajj to Tk 1,30,000, lowering fare by additional Tk 25,000 for upcoming pilgrimage season.

[Jago FM: 18]
Hccording to Center for Policy Dialogue, food inflation causes the heaviest strain on low-income groups
and is severely affecting nutrition, education, health and savings of families. [Jago FM: 12]

US Special Envoy for South & Central Asian Affairs, Ambassador Sergio Gor, has expressed optimism
about future of Bangladesh-US relations following his first official visit to Bangladesh. [Jago EM: 16]

Ruthorities in Japan's Kumamoto prefecture has said, number of people who have died after a powerful
earthquake hit southwestern Japan has risen to 34. [BBC: 18]

India has continued to supply arms to Israel despite substantial risk of them heing used in ongoing
genocide against Palestinian in Gaza, according to Amnesty International. [R. Tehran: 0T]
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US LAUNCHES 'HEAVY' STRIKES ON IRAN AFTER ATTEMPTED ATTACK ON
AMERICAN TROOPS

The US military says it has completed a "heavy wave" of strikes against Iran in retaliation for
Tuesday's attempted ballistic missile attacks on American forces. Centcom said it hit
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"dozens" of Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) targets in response to Iran's firing on
US bases in Jordan and at ships in the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian state media said the latest
strikes had killed three people, including a two-year-old child, on Qeshm island, while other
locations were also hit in the south and west of the country. The latest hostilities come on a
week that has seen the conflict expand, with the first publicly announced joint US-Saudi
strikes targeting Iranian proxies in Iraq. The US has blockaded Iranian ports and bombed
Iranian sites, while Iran has fired missiles and drones at US assets in countries across the
Middle East and targeted shipping in the economically important Strait of Hormuz,
connecting the Gulf and Arabian Sea. (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

MISSILE THAT LEFT CRATER DEEP INSIDE POLAND WAS PROBABLY RUSSIAN:
POLISH PM

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk has said an object that crashed into a field in eastern
Poland in the early hours of Thursday was probably a Russian missile. The unidentified
object caused a 10m-wide crater a short distance from the village of Tarnawa Kolonia, about
100km from the border with Ukraine during a large-scale Russian attack on the cities of Lviv,
Kyiv and near Kryvyhi Rih. Tusk said initially that "all the indications" were that the missile
that violated Polish airspace was a Russian Kh-101 cruise missile, during a specially
convened meeting in the eastern city of Lublin. He then went to the site of the incident and
said that according to military experts the majority of "recovered fragments point to it being a
Russian Kh-101 missile". Although no casualties had been reported in Thursday's incident
near Tarnawa Kolonia, the Polish prime minister made clear it was being taken very
seriously. (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS EVACUATED IN CRETE AS EUROPEAN WILDFIRES CONTINUE TO
RAGE

Thousands of people have been evacuated on the Greek island of Crete as wildfires fanned
by strong winds menace tourist resorts and villages. Around 8,000 people were evacuated
overnight in Rethymno, where gusts have reached 125km per hour. The evacuations came
after two firefighters died on the island on Wednesday after getting trapped near Krya Vrysi,
and a third died near the Peloponnese port town of Gytheio. Greece is among many
European countries facing devastating fires and droughts as the continent experiences
extreme high temperatures. Forecasters warn fire-prone conditions will spread towards the
centre of Europe this week, with Greece and Turkey among places most affected.

(BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

NICARAGUAN LEADER PROPOSES EXTENDING PRESIDENTIAL TERM BY ANOTHER
YEAR

Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, who has been in power since 2007, has proposed
extending the presidential term by another year. The government-controlled National
Assembly is expected to approve the extension in September. It is part of a proposed
constitutional reform which also includes plans to bar members of the opposition deemed by
the government to be "traitors” or "coup plotters” from running for office. The 80-year-old's
rule has become increasingly authoritarian, with political opponents jailed, sent into exile and
stripped of their citizenship. During Ortega's 19 years in power, there have been several
changes to the presidential term already. (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)
VETERAN UGANDAN OPPOSITION LEADER COLLAPSES IN COURT AND IN ICU: HIS
WIFE

Ugandan opposition leader Kizza Besigye has been admitted to an intensive care unit (ICU)
in the capital, Kampala, after collapsing and losing consciousness during his treason trial, his
wife has said. The 70-year-old has been in detention since November 2024. His lead lawyer
was arrested last month and charged with allegedly failing to report acts of treason. The
visibly frail politicians was objecting to state lawyers being appointed to represent him when
he fell, prompting prison guards to rush him to hospital. "He is unconscious, unable to speak,
and unresponsive even to a pain stimulus," his wife, Winnie Byanyima, who heads the UN's
agency tackling HIV and Aids (UNAids), wrote on X. Besigye, who has run for president
against long-serving leader Yoweri Museveni four times, was dramatically abducted in
Kenya in 2024 and taken back to Uganda. (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)
THREE CHILDREN AMONG EIGHT DEAD IN RUSSIAN STRIKES ON UKRAINE:
OFFICIALS
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Eight people, including three children, have died during a Russian missile and drone attack
on Ukraine, according to local officials. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russia
had launched more than 70 missiles and over 280 drones at the country overnight. The
worst attack was near Zelensky's hometown of Kryvyhi Rih. Dozens of "ordinary homes,
civilian businesses and infrastructure facilities" were destroyed or damaged in the attack, he
added. In the capital, Kyiv, residents were forced to take shelter in crowded underground
stations. Oleksiy Sorokin, the Deputy Chief Editor for Kyiv Independent, told BBC News that
people are trapped in the rubble and the death toll from the attacks "will probably climb."
(BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

JAPAN EARTHQUAKE DEATH TOLL RISES TO 34 AS EVACUEES BATTLE
SWELTERING HEAT

The number of people who have died after a powerful earthquake hit southwestern Japan
has risen to 34, authorities in Kumamoto prefecture said on Thursday. Rescuers are still
working to find survivors after the magnitude 6.8 earthquake hit Kumamoto prefecture on
Kyushu island on Tuesday, causing widespread damage to houses and power lines. Several
people died after part of a shopping centre collapsed and an explosion ripped through the
mall about an hour later. Thousands of displaced residents are now staying in evacuation
centres - though the challenge is to keep them cool and hydrated as the region battles
sweltering heat. Temperatures could reach 39C in the prefecture in the coming days,
according to forecasts, with officials urging survivors and rescuers to take precautions
against heatstroke. (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL BUILDING NEW LAND BARRIERS IN GAZA AND DISPLACING FAMILIES
Under the terms of the US-brokered ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas last October,
Israel agreed to withdraw its forces from across Gaza to a designated demarcation - the
Yellow Line. The deal was meant to leave Israel in temporary control of the area behind the
Yellow Line - equating to 53% of Gaza's territory. However, the Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu recently said the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) controlled more than
60%. In May, he said publicly that his "directive" was to move to 70%. Hamas accuses Israel
of violating the October ceasefire agreement by moving the Yellow Line westwards. A senior
Israeli government official said Israel rejected Hamas's claims outright. The BBC was told:
"IDF deployments and security lines are operational measures taken to protect Israeli
citizens and prevent Hamas from rebuilding its terror army. Israel will continue to act against
any ceasefire violations." (BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

SAUDI ARABIA'S DILEMMA AS IT TRIES TO STAY OUT OF US-IRAN WAR

Saudi Arabia is facing a difficult dilemma. Ever since the US and Israel launched their war on
Iran on 28 February, the Saudis have largely tried to stay out of it. But now, after being
attacked from three sides, the Saudis have had enough. This week, they carried out joint
strikes with the US on Iranian proxy militias in Iraq who they believe have been launching
drones at the Kingdom. For Saudi Arabia the dilemma now is whether to keep on hitting
back as a deterrent, or whether to try to de-escalate the situation, perhaps by paying off
some of their adversaries. First, a bit of context. There are broadly two sides in the conflict
that has been consuming the Gulf and other parts of the Middle East for five months now.
(BBC News Web Page: 30/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



