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HIGHLIGHTS

Russian President Vladimir Putin has congratulated newly elected President Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
wishing him success in serving people of Bangladesh. [R. Today: 19]

Home Minister has said that Bangladesh has sent an extradition proposal to India seeking return of
ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina & has applied to Interpol for red notice against her. [DW: 09]

Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs Minister has urged young lawyers to focus on developing
professional skills rather than chasing money to succeed in legal profession. [Jago FM: 14]

Seven television drama organisations have expressed deep concern & protest over legal notice demanding
stringent restrictions on production & broadcast of films, dramas hased on romantic relationships.

[DW: 11]
Bangladesh Bank has warned people against taking loans through unauthorised mobile applications, online
platforms & digital channels. [R. Today: 17]
IMF has forecasted that Bangladesh's economy will reach $617 billion by 2030. [R. Today: 18]

Malaysia has agreed to take 10,000 Bangladeshi workers free of cost at government's special request.
[Jago FM: 16]

Seven expatriate workers who were killed in a fire in Saudi Arabia have laid to rest in Naogaon’s Atrai

Upazila. [Jago FM: 12]

Death toll in terrible flash floods in Nepal and Tibet of China has risen to 547 --- Rescue operations
have resumed as the risk of flooding has decreased. [BBC: 19]

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has said that estimated 93,000 people may be affected by Nepal's
devastating floods. [BBC: 19]
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MORE THAN 90,000 ESTIMATED TO BE AFFECTED BY NEPAL FLOODS: RED CROSS
The head of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
delegation to Nepal, David Fisher, says concerns remain about the potential impact of new
flooding in the country. “We’re of course very concerned about the secondary flood,” Fisher
tells a press briefing this morning as he adds that an estimated 93,000 people may have
been affected by Wednesday’s disaster. The IFRC has launched an emergency appeal for
CHF 25m to support the “immediate lifesaving response”, the organization says in a
statement, adding it has mobilized “it’s entire global network”.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)

NEPAL POLICE SAY 547 PEOPLE CONFIRMED DEAD

In the latest update from Nepal police, it says 547 people are confirmed to have been killed
so far, with a further 1,473 people injured. This is slightly higher than the number of 538
announced by the Nepal's National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority
(NDRRMA) a short while ago. The force adds that 4,473 police personnel are responding to
the disaster. (BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)

SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS IN ‘CRITICAL STAGE’: CHINESE OFFICIALS
The search and rescue operations to find survivors of the floods is in a “critical stage”, says
the Chinese embassy in Nepal. It says the “landslide-dammed lake” caused by the initial
flood is “currently at a high water level and has begun to overflow, posing a risk of further
breach”. “The situation is currently at a critical stage for rescue and emergency response in
both Nepal and China,” it writes on X. Relevant authorities in both China and Nepal are
continuing to monitor the situation and assess and manage the risks,” the embassy adds.
(BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)

THE LAKE OF FLOOD WATER AND DEBRIS PROMPTING FEARS Of A SECOND
FLOOD IN NEPAL

China has warned there is a “high risk” that a lake which formed after the landslide could
breach its banks. A type of barrier lake, a body of water formed when debris dams a river,
concerns over its levels saw rescue efforts temporarily suspended on Friday, but they have
since resumed. (BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)

MANAGEMENT OF BODIES HAS BECOME A CHALLENGE: OFFICIAL TELLS

The flash flood has washed away many bodies to faraway districts in the downstream and it
appears that the identification of the deceased and the handover could be a huge challenge.
The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority have said 221 dead
bodies have been discovered in Chitwan, nearly 186km south of Kathmandu and 134 bodies
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in Nawalparasi east — located around 200km south of Kathmandu. Ganesh Aryal, who is the
chief district officer of Chitwan, tells the BBC many bodies are not in a good state and the
management has become a challenge. A mortuary at the local hospital is out of capacity,
hence the officials have designated a government building to store those bodies.
(BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)
ROHINGYA REFUGEES FACE FIERCE NEW WAVE OF HOSTILITY IN MALAYSIA
Not long ago, Malaysia’s then-prime minister urged his country to protect Rohingya Muslims
— a stateless minority that has fled violence and discrimination in Myanmar for decades. “We
must defend them, not just because they are of the same faith, but because they are
humans, their lives have value,” Najib Razak said in 2017. Nine years on, a fierce new wave
of hostility against the Rohingya is sweeping the nation. So much so that “going to school
has become a dangerous thing,” says Irhan, a Rohingya refugee, who founded a school in
northern Malaysia for children from his community aged six to 15. We have changed his
name to protect his identity. Because Rohingya children are barred from Malaysian public
schools, they often attend unlicensed, community-run “learning centres”, which are now
especially vulnerable. (BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)
WHY INDIA WANTS BANGLADESH’S PM TARIQUE RAHMAN IN DELHI
It is not often that an official email offers a glimpse into relations between two neighbouring
countries. But a message from the Indian president’s office earlier this month did just that,
quickly catching the attention of diplomats and journalists. It said a weekend Change of
Guard ceremony at the presidential palace had been cancelled because rehearsals were
being held for the ceremonial welcome of Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Tarique Rahman.
There was just one problem: no visit had been officially announced. Within hours, the email
was withdrawn. But it added to weeks of speculation over a possible visit by Rahman — and
highlighted India’s efforts to bring Bangladesh’s new leader to Delhi. Rahman is yet to
accept. “No decision has yet been made on the visit,” AAM Saleh, the Bangladeshi prime
ministers press secretary, told the BBC. India is keen to host the leader of its eastern
eighbor for talks — and the timing matters. This would be Rahman’s first visit since taking
office after his Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) won a landslide victory in parliamentary
elections in February. The vote marked a new political era in Bangladesh after the country’s
long-time leader Sheikh Hasina was ousted in a mass uprising in August 2024, in which
hundreds of people were killed. She fled to India, where she has remained since. Relations
between the two countries deteriorated sharply under the interim government led by
Muhammad Yunus, which took over after Hasina’s removal.
Now, Delhi is hoping Rahman’s government offers a chance to reset a crucial relationship —
but Hasina’s presence on Indian soil is making that harder. Bangladesh has asked India to
extradite Hasina, who was sentenced to death in absentia by a special tribunal for ordering
lethal force to be used against protesters during the uprising. She denies the charges. “We
called for the creation of a propitious environment and are awaiting response from the Indian
side regarding expediting extradition of Sheikh Hasina,” Saleh said. India says the request is
being considered. Despite the issue, Delhi has made repeated overtures to the new
government. A formal invitation was extended to Rahman soon after he took office, and
India’s High Commissioner to Bangladesh Dinesh Trivedi has held discussions with
Bangladeshi officials, including the prime minister, in recent weeks. When Rahman visits,
Trivedi has said,he will be “accorded the highest honour” and given a “memorable welcome”.
Such public enthusiasm is unusual for India, which does not often make such a strong show
of wanting to host the leader of a neighbouring country. “I would imagine that there is a
degree of frustration in Delhi because except for actually handing over Hasina, they have
gone pretty far in terms of reaching out to Dhaka,” Shyam Saran, a former Indian foreign
secretary, told the BBC. Saran points to India’s efforts to meet some of Bangladesh'’s
immediate needs, including supplying electricity and fuel and issuing medical visas. Several
bilateral mechanisms aimed at facilitating trade have also been revived, he said. Of course,
there is a lot at stake for both countries. India and Bangladesh share a 4,096km border, as
well as close cultural and linguistic ties. Bilateral trade was worth more than $12bn last year,
overwhelmingly in India’s favour. Bangladesh is also important to India’s efforts to improve
access to its north-eastern states. During Hasina’s 15 years in power, the two governments
expanded road, rail and port links, improving India’s access to its north-east . They also
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worked closely on security, with Hasina’s government cracking down on insurgent groups
that India said had been operating from Bangladeshi territory. But India’s close relationship
with the former prime minister became increasingly controversial in Bangladesh, where
critics accused Delhi of overlooking concerns about democracy and human rights. And her
continued presence in India has kept those tensions alive. They resurfaced on 5 August,
when Hasina addressed journalists virtually at an event organized by the Foreign
Correspondents Club of South Asia in Delhi. She vowed to return to Bangladesh in
December and accused Rahman’s BNP government of suppressing her supporters.
Bangladesh said it was “outraged” that she had been allowed to speak publicly on Indian
soil. India’s foreign ministry said it had “no role” in the event and did not “endorse anything
said at the forum, especially with regard to the duly constituted government of Bangladesh”.
The timing was particularly sensitive. Lailufar Yasmin, a professor at Dhaka University, says
there had been reports that Rahman was seriously considering a visit to India before
Hasina’s appearance. “It actually created a huge backlash in Bangladesh,” she told the BBC.
“Questions were raised whether Indian authorities were sincere about a reset in bilateral
relationship.” For Rahman, travelling to Delhi while Hasina remains there could therefore
carry a political cost at home. But India’s eagerness to repair ties is about more than Hasina.
Since her removal, Bangladesh has also begun rebuilding relations with India’s arch-rival
Pakistan. Dhaka and Islamabad have exchanged high-level military visits and spoken
publicly about expanding defence co-operation — developments being watched closely in
Delhi. In the 2000s, India accused Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence agency of helping
train insurgents from India’s north-east in Bangladesh and assisting their movement across
the border. Authorities in Pakistan and Bangladesh denied the allegations at the time. The
recently announced Mecca pact — a defence agreement signed this month by Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and Pakistan, three powerful Islamic countries — has also sparked interest from
several nations, including Bangladesh. The specifics of the agreement and the obligations
on each party are not clear, but itis eighbo on NATO'’s collective defence principle: that an
attack on one member would be seen as an attack on all. “If there is a security arrangement
among Islamic nations in the Middle East, it is not unusual for us to consider participating,”
Bangladesh’s junior foreign minister Humayun Kabir told journalists this week. “It is being
viewed positively.” Saudi Arabia has also invited Rahman for a bilateral visit. It is not clear
whether Bangladesh has been formally asked to join the defence agreement. Prof Yasmin
says Dhaka should proceed carefully. “Bangladesh should be a bit cautious about entering
into any defence pact, she says. “It's not just about antagonizing India; Bangladesh needs to
wait for a while to see which way it's going and whether it will align with our interests.” For
India, these developments are a reminder that its relationship with Bangladesh is changing,
and that Delhi can no longer assume the exceptionally close relationship it enjoyed under
Hasina. Rahman’s government, meanwhile, has reasons to demonstrate that its foreign
policy is not overly dependent on its giant eighbor. Prof Yasmin says Rahman should visit
Delhi before the UN General Assembly meeting in New York in mid-September. “Neighbours
have to live together,” she says. There may soon be another opportunity. India is due to host
a BRICS summit in mid-September and Bangladesh has been invited as a special guest.
After weeks of invitations, diplomatic overtures — and one prematurely revealing email —
Delhi will be hoping Rahman finally comes. (BBC News Web Page: 28/08/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



