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HIGHLIGHTS

Voting to the country’s 23 presidential election will be held today, while the newly elected president
will take oath at Bangabhaban on Friday evening. [BBC: 12]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said halal food culture and values can become a great asset
and strength not only for Muslim world but also for the entire human civilisation. [R. Today: 22]

Prime Minister of the State of Qatar Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani has assured that Qatar
will extend all possible support to Bangladesh in ensuring energy security. [Jago FM: 21]

At least nine people including women and children have been killed in a hotel fire on Mirza Ghalib
Street in Kolkata; five of the deceased are Bangladeshi nationals. [BBC: 03]

State Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed that bodies of Bangladeshi nationals killed in the hotel
fire in Kolkata will be brought back home soon. [BBC: 12]

Government has decided to purchase 14 cargoes of liquefied natural gas directly from seven companies
without inviting open tenders to maintain normal gas supplies in country. [R. Today: 24]

Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission has sent 1T officials into forced retirement for violating
service rules. [Jago FM: 1T]

Four more children have died across country with suspected measles. [Jago FM: 16]

United Arab Emirates has announced that it will suspend all forms of trade and financial transactions
with Iran until further notice. [BBC: 13]

United States has issued a rare rebuke of Israel after reports emerged it struck a Syrian military airbase
near Turkish border, calling the attack an "unnecessary escalation.” [BBC: 28]
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SACKED UKRAINIAN DEFENCE MINISTER CALLS FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Ukraine's popular ex-defence minister Mykhailo Fedorov has called for wartime elections, in
what is widely seen as the biggest challenge to Volodymyr Zelensky's presidency since
Russia's full-scale invasion four and a half years ago. "Demaocracy cannot be held hostage
by Russia," said Fedorov, 35, in a video posted to YouTube on Tuesday, adding that
Ukraine is fighting "precisely because we want to remain a free European state". Since the
war broke out in 2022 Ukraine has been under martial law, meaning elections are
suspended. Fedorov, who did not mention Zelensky by name in the video, was unexpectedly
fired from his role as defence minister last month, just six months after his appointment.
(BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP PAUSES NEW TARIFFS ON CANADA FOR THREE DAYS, SAYING DEAL
CLOSE

US President Donald Trump said he will delay imposing new tariffs on a wide array of
Canadian goods for three days as the countries firm up a trade deal. "I have paused the
50% Tariffs against Canada, that were scheduled to kick in tomorrow morning for a three
day period, based on the fact that Canada and the U.S.A, subject to the finalization of
documents, have a DEAL!" Trump said in a social media post. The announcement came
less than two hours before a 50% levy on nearly $20bn of Canadian imports was set to go in
place. The two sides have been at an impasse on several issues, including US tariffs on
autos and many Canadian provinces banning American liquor sales. Trump and Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Carney spoke twice this week, and trade negotiators have been
engaged in intense talks since July, after the US president threatened the new levy with a
deadline of 19 August. (BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

SOUTH KOREA SHORTENS WAR GAMES WITH US, CITING WASHINGTON REQUEST
South Korea's annual joint military drills with the US will be cut short by six days at the
request of Washington, its defence ministry has announced. Seoul said that the "period and
scale" of the 2026 Ulchi Freedom Shield exercise had been adjusted due to a "proposal of
the US side". The drill will now conclude on 21 August, rather than 27 August as planned. It
comes after Donald Trump announced plans to curtail exercises with South Korea, citing his
"very good" relationship with North Korea's Kim Jong Un. South Korean Foreign Minister
Cho Hyun told a parliamentary hearing that neither South Korean nor US officials had been
aware in advance about Trump's plans. The combined field training exercise component of
the drills will also be "partially reduced in scale", Seoul said, noting that the "specific details"
of that reduction are still under discussion. (BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)
APPARENT HUMAN REMAINS FOUND IN US RESERVOIR AS WATER LEVELS HIT
RECORD LOW

Potential human remains, including a jaw with teeth still attached, have been recovered from
the largest reservoir in the US, officials said, as an ongoing drought causes water levels to
drop across western states. The US National Park Service said it received reports of
apparent skeletal remains at Boulder Beach on Lake Mead, Nevada, on 16 August.
"National Park Service rangers and the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department
responded to the scene," the service said in a statement seen by the BBC's US partner
CBS. The service added that the incident"remains under investigation, and no additional
information is available at this time". A woman and her friend spotted the bones while visiting
the Nevada side of the reservoir, which is located on the border with Arizona.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

LIBERIA AGREES TO ACCEPT 1,200 FOREIGN DEPORTEES FROM THE US

Liberia has agreed to accept up to 1,200 foreigners deported from the US over the next year
in one of the biggest deals agreed so far by Washington as it continues its clampdown on
illegal migration. Such agreements with other countries have often involved people who are
legally protected from returning to their own countries, for reasons such as persecution. It is
not clear if those coming to Liberia have protection orders. "The government wants to
emphasize that those being brought to Liberia are being received as guests,” Information
Minister Jerolinmek Piah said. An initial group of 20 are due to land on Thursday and would
be free to go when they wished or could apply for asylum, he said. None of the deportees
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were criminals or facing prosecution in the US or Liberia, Piah said. They were being
accepted "in keeping with Liberia's long-standing tradition of being a country that has
provided shelter to all those seeking refuge and protection from persecution, wars and other
forms of conflict," the minister added, stressing it was a humanitarian arrangement.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

US CONDEMNS 'UNNECESSARY ESCALATION' AFTER ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES ON
SYRIAN AIRBASE

The United States has issued a rare rebuke of Israel after reports emerged it struck a Syrian
military airbase near the Turkish border, calling the attack an "unnecessary escalation”.
Eight airstrikes hit the Abu Duhur airport runway and storage facility on Tuesday, according
to Syrian state TV, although there were no reports of injuries. Israel, while not commenting
on the strikes directly, said Syria "was on the verge of breaching" the security status quo,
accusing Damascus of allowing Turkish troops to deploy to the airbase. Syria and Turkey
blamed the Israeli military for the attacks that they said threaten to escalate tensions in the
region. Tom Barrack , the US ambassador in Turkey, who was also appointed as Donald
Trump's special envoy for Syria and Iraq, criticized the attacks in a statement posted on
social media. "We are deeply concerned that the confirmed Israeli airstrikes on Abu al-Duhur
Airbase constitute an unnecessary escalation that does not advance regional stability,"
Barrack wrote on X. (BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

US CHARGES 17 IRANIANS OVER MASSIVE CYBER THEFT CAMPAIGN

Seventeen Iranians have been charged for allegedly conducting a years long "co-ordinated
campaign" of cyber attacks in an effort to steal data from US organizations. The US
Department of Justice (DoJ) said members of the Iran-based Mabna Institute had targeted
the computer systems of 144 American universities and 42 private sector firms since at least
2013. The group is alleged to have stolen more than 31 tarabytes of academic data and
intellectual property worth approximately $3.4bn over the course of the "massive" campaign,
the DoJ said. FBI assistant director in charge James C Barnacle Jr described the co-
ordinated cyber attacks as "a serious threat to our national security". Many of the attacks
were conducted on behalf of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the DoJ said
in a statement, as well as for "other Iranian government and university clients". "Backed by
the IRGC, this operation reflects a broader, organized effort to target US institutions and
global partners," Barnacle said. (BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

HEAD-ON COLLISION BETWEEN BUS AND LORRY IN BRAZIL KILLS MORE THAN 21
At least 21 people have been killed and another four injured in a head-on collision between a
minibus and a lorry in southern Brazil, local officials say. The crash happened at around
04:30 local time on the BR-373 highway in the southern state of Parana. Local media
reported that the minibus belonged to the health authorities of the nearby city of Imbituva
and was transporting patients and their relatives to health appointments on Ponta Grossa,
some 60km away. Authorities have opened an investigation to determine what may have
caused the two vehicles to crash into each other. The highway has been closed while
forensic experts and members of Brazil's federal highway police examine the site of the
crash, which is located at kilometre 209. Deadly road traffic accidents are not uncommon in
Brazil. According to a study published by the World Bank, more than 34,000 people died in
such accidents in 2023, most of them were motorcyclists.

(BBC News Web Page: 19/08/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



