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HIGHLIGHTS

Indian Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has stated that a formal invitation has
been extended to Prime Minister Tarique Rahman for a bilateral visit. [R. Today: 20]

State Minister for Information and Broadcasting has said everyone has the right to criticize the
government, but any narrative against the state will be deal with a firm hand. [R. Today: 17]

Production in Chattogram's industrial factories has stalled due to an acute gas crisis. Power generation
is also being disrupted by low gas pressure. Transport sector has now heen hit hard by the crisis.

[Jago FM: 13]
Power, Energy & Mineral Resources Minister has said, govt. has currently no alternative but to manage
load-shedding and wait until the floating LNG terminal is repaired to overcome ongoing gas crisis.

[R. Today: 19]
Government has sent T assistant superintendents of police and 49 inspectors into mandatory retirement

from public service. [R. Today: 19]
At least 9 workers have been killed in suspected toxic gas exposure inside a ship being dismantled at a
ship breaking yard in Sitakunda, Chattogram. [R. Today: 21]
Four more children have died across country with suspected measles. [Jago FM: 15]

At least 8 people have died as record rainfall pummeled eastern Japan and left thousands stranded at
Tokyo's Narita Rirport. [BBC: 23]

Director: 44813046 Deputy News Controller: 44813048 Assistant News Controller: 448130417
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BBC

'UNPRECEDENTED' RAIN IN JAPAN KILLS EIGHT PEOPLE

At least eight people have died as record rainfall pummelled eastern Japan and left
thousands stranded at Tokyo's Narita Airport. The rains, which authorities have described as
"unprecedented"”, cut power to more than 20,000 households in Chiba prefecture. Local
authorities issued a level five emergency warnings, its highest alert, on Thursday. This was
downgraded to a level four by Friday morning, but they continue to warn of landslide and
flooding risks. The deluge comes after a series of storms swept through Japan and
neighbouring countries this week, in what meteorologists forecast to be an unusually active
typhoon season. (BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

US SAYS DOZENS OF COUNTRIES HELPED CHINA DODGE TRUMP'S TARIFFS

The White House said in a report on Thursday that more than 40 countries had helped China
sidestep US tariffs by routing exports through nations that face lower American import
duties. The countries named include Canada, India, Mexico, Japan and South Korea, which
the White House said had helped China evade tens of billions of dollars in tariffs, which are
levied on companies importing goods. White House trade adviser Peter Navarro said it had
cost "American jobs and billions in revenue”. A spokesperson for the Chinese embassy in
Washington said "trade wars have no winners" and that it opposes the US tariff measures
and the use of state power to target China's companies. "Any unilateral actions or
agreements concerning transshipped goods must not target or harm the interests of third
parties," the spokesperson added. (BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

US AIRCRAFT CARRIER AT SEA FOR MORE THAN 250 DAYS RAISE ALARMS




24

Thousands of US military members who have lived abroad an aircraft carrier for more than
250 days are reportedly contending with food shortages, broken plumbing and exhaustion,
leading lawmakers to demand answers from the Pentagon and pressure the Trump
administration over the Iran war. Military news outlets reported that some USS Abraham
Lincoln sailors had attempted to jump overboard, while families have raised concerns about
mental health abroad the ship. Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth called reports of conditions
"completely misrepresented” on Thursday. The carrier left California in November for the
South China and was sent to the Middle East ahead of attacks on Iran in February. The
deployment, which was originally set to end in May, has been repeatedly extended. No
return date has been announced, but on Thursday multiple outlets reported the US was
preparing to replace the carrier with the USS George Washington as part of a previously
scheduled rotation plan. (BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

PRESIDENTIAL VOTE COUNTING HALTED IN ZAMBIA

Zambia's electoral commission has suspended the counting of votes from Thursday's
presidential, parliamentary and local elections over alleged attacks on polling staff. The
authority said the process would be halted nationwide with immediate effect as it expressed
concern over reports of violence that had "resulted in the theft of marked ballot papers in
ballot boxes". President Hakainde Hichilema is seeking a second five-year term. Brian
Mundubile is the main opposition candidate among 13 challengers. The electoral
commission had previously set itself the target of announcing the results by the end of
Sunday. Counting got under way immediately after polls closed on Thursday but no official
results had been declared when the halt in the count came into effect.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

PALESTINIANS TOLD TO LEAVE HOMES IN VILLAGE

About a dozen Palestinian households in a village in the occupied West Bank were told to
leave their properties during an Israeli military operation to remove Israeli settlers. The
settlers had besieged residents in three homes in the area since Sunday, cutting off their
power and water supplies. Qusra Mayor, Abdel Azim Wadi, told the BBC that his village had
been declared a closed military zone - and israeli forces were using some of the vacated
Palestinian houses as barracks. The lIsraeli military said the aim was "to protect the
residents". An Israeli spokesman told the BBC the settlers action was "deplorable" and
"unacceptable" and the government would investigate and arrest those responsible. Settlers
have been emboldened by the rapid expansion of settlements under the current Israeli
government - leading to a dramatic rise in settler violence as they try to drive Palestinians off
their land. (BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

US MISSIONARY RELEASED FOLLOWING KIDNAP IN NIGER: CHRISTIAN GROUP

An American missionary has been released after spending more than nine months in
captivity, the International Christian organization he worked for has said. Kevin Rideout -
who was kidnapped outside his home in Niger's capital Niamey last year - was "in good
health in the care of US officials”, SIM International said in a statement on Friday. The New
York Times, which first reported Rideout's release, cited unnamed US officials saying that he
was now in FBI custody, though details of how he was released, as well as who he had been
held by, remained unclear. There had been concerns that Rideout had been taken by
militants, who have increasingly used violence and abductions as tactics.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

INSTAGRAM ACCOUNTS FUELLING CEUTA CRISIS WITH PAID ADVICE

It comes after roughly 78,000 migrants from Morocco arrived by sea into Ceuta in a matter of
hours last month, 100 of whom died according to the Mayor of Ceuta. The crisis has calmed
since, but it has sparked tensions between EU nations who share open borders as well as
criticism of the Spanish government. The BBC's Top Comment podcast has identified
dozens of Instagram profiles that portray the short swim around the Morocco-Ceuta border
fence as safe and easy - but in reality, people have drowned trying to make the crossing and
take much longer routes. The accounts also wrongly show Ceuta as a viable route to
mainland Europe. BBC's research suggests that this has contributed to the influx, alongside
other factors such as misinformation about changes to Spanish immigration law and
allegations about weak border controls. After engaging with the accounts profiles and posts,
the BBC was added to multiple channels and WhatsApp groups.
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(BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

INDIAN SOLAR MISSION'S NEW FINDINGS ON ENSURING SUN MYSTERIES

One of the most enduring mysteries that has been puzzling scientists forever is how the
Sun's outer atmosphere - the corona - is millions of degrees hotter than its surface. And how
does the corona continue to remain so hot despite frequent eruptions during which it loses
huge amounts of energy? Astrophysicists in India now say the latest findings from Aditya-L1,
the country's first solar observation mission in space, have provided them some vital clues to
unlocking those mysteries. Their findings are revealed in a recent paper published in the
prestigious Astrophysical Journal Letters. The temperature variations in different regions of
the Sun defy the laws of physics, says leading Indian solar astrophysicist Prof R Ramesh of
the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA) who led the study. If you cut through the Sun's
layers, deep inside is the core where the temperature is 15 million Celsius. Travel outwards
to the surface or the photosphere - the part that we see from the Earth - it's about 5,500C.
Far away from the core is the Sun's outermost layer of corona where the temperature is
about 2 million C - it can sometimes go up to 40 million C.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

PARDON FOR PRESIDENT'S MAIN RIVAL IN CHAD

Chad's President Mahamat Deby has pardoned political rival and former Prime Minister
Succes Masra who was serving a 20-year sentence, paving the way for his release from
prison. Masra, a fierce critic of president, claimed to have defeated him in an election in
2024. The opposition figure had been arrested last May over alleged links to a clash which
took place in the south-west of the country. He was accused of spreading hateful messages
on social media linked to the violence in which authorities said at least 42 people died. The
decision to pardon Masra comes four days after the president promised to free several
convicted individuals - to foster national unity, peace and reconciliation. However, the
presidential pardon does not amount to an amnesty. This means all nine of those pardoned -
including Masra - could still be prosecuted, the presidency underscored.

(BBC News Web Page: 14/08/26, FARUK)

+:THE END::



