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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has pledged that his government would make utmost efforts to fulfil
aspirations of martyrs of country’s democratic movement. (Jago News: 11)

Tarique Rahman has issued directives to ease Dhaka's traffic congestion and modernize transport
management. (R. Today: 19)

Home Minister has said, a special unit has heen formed to recover looted and illegal firearms from
across country. (Jago News: 12)

Agriculture Minister has informed that although Bangladesh has sufficient fertilizer stocks, an artificial
crisis is being created by a vested quarter. (Jago News: 16)

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister has said, government will decide whether Bangladesh
will join Mecca Defence Aggrement after considering all aspects of the matter. (R. Today: 20)

State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources has assured that country’s power shortage is
expected to be eased significantly by next summer. (R. Today: 21)

Power Development Board has said, the country is currently experiencing reqular load shedding of around
2,500 megawatts per day due to less supply than demand. (BBC: 07)

Internationally recognized human rights expert Irene Zubaida Khan has taken charge as Bangladesh's
new permanent representative to UN. (Jago News: 15)

Death toll in flash floods in Nepal has risen to ahove 600; search for survivors continues amid fears of
further flooding. (BBC: 10)

Iran’s Defence Ministry has said, the country will not stop strengthening its defensive capabilities.
(R. Tehran: 10)
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HARDEST-HIT AREAS TURNED INTO 'SWAMPLAND' AS NEPAL ON HIGH ALERT FOR
MORE FLOODS: FOREIGN MINISTER

Nepal's Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal says the country's "immediate priority" is to locate the
missing and provide urgent relief. Speaking at a press briefing he says 4,451 people have
been rescued, including 187 foreign nationals. He also references the latest death toll and
missing figures, which we reported earlier. Khanal then appeals to the public to rely on
"official verified information". On the operation to locate survivors, he says search and
rescue teams, medical teams and emergency responders are working together in the
affected areas. Authorities are co-ordinating with families to identify the missing, with
diplomats facilitating communications with the families of missing foreign nationals, he adds.
As concerns about possible secondary flooding continue, Khanal says the risk is being
monitored and that the region is on "high alert". (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)
NEPAL TOURIST BOARD SAYS 184 RESCUED - INCLUDING 114 INDIAN NATIONALS
The Nepal Tourism Board has confirmed that 184 foreign nationals have been rescued so
far following the flash floods. It says it is also in communication with one person from
Belgium and two people from Spain. In its latest update at 13:30 local time it said a further
420 tourists are still unaccounted for. The tourist board also provided a breakdown of how
many people have been rescued from each country: * Bulgaria -1, * China -27, * Germany -4,
* India -114, *ltaly-3, * Malta-4, * Oman-1, * Portugal -1, * Russia -2, * South Korea -20, *
Switzerland -2, * Turkey -2, * US-3. (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

SCALE OF DEVASTATION IN NEPAL-TIBET FLASH FLOOD CONTINUES TO EMERGE
The rescue operation is in its fourth day after a deadly flash flood hit the Nepal-Tibet border
on Wednesday. The death toll in Nepal has jumped again on Saturday to 626, according to
the country's disaster management authority, with 2,426 reported missing - a significant
jump from yesterday's figure of 1,924. In Tibet, the official death toll is seven, with 554
reported to be missing, according to Chinese state media. Getting information from Tibet can
be difficult but China has now released some footage, with one rescuer describing a "scene
of ruins". In Nepal, at least 517 foreign nationals are reported missing, with pilgrims and
trekkers among those caught up in the disaster. One man in south London who hasn't heard
from his parents says: "We're just hoping and really praying that everything's ok." BBC's
reporter on the ground says rain has complicated rescue efforts, making it difficult to reach
the worst-affected areas. There are also fears a lake formed of floodwater could cause
secondary landslides. (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

BILLIONS NEEDED TO REBUILD AFTER FLOOD DEVASTATION: NEPAL'S FINANCE
MINISTER

Nepal's finance minister has estimated the country will need between $4 billion and $5bn to
rebuild the country after the devastating flood. "This is just an estimate. Loss and damage is
being assessed," Swarnim Wagle tells Reuters news agency. As well as wiping away homes,
the flood has destroyed key infrastructure like roads and bridges. Hydropower plants have
also been hit, with these satellite images appearing to show an industrial site reduced to
virtually nothing. (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

BROKEN CONNECTIVITY AND WASHED-OUT ROADS COMPLICATING AID EFFORTS:
CHARITY

A charity says broken connectivity, washed-out roads and destroyed bridges have left the
worst affected communities following the flooding "extremely difficult" to reach. CARE says
hundreds of emergency kits are ready to go, containing items like solar panels for charging
electronics, tarpaulins and water purification supplies. It says more than 100 packages have
been handed over to local authorities in Nepal for distribution. The Nepal Army is moving
these supplies to Dhunche, an area which has been devastated by the floods, the charity
says. (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 37 DEAD AND HUNDREDS EVACUATED AFTER STRIKE ON KYIV
WAREHOUSE

Thirty-seven people have been killed and almost 400 evacuated after a Russian drone strike
triggered explosions at a warehouse in the Kyiv region late on Friday. President Volodymyr
Zelensky said the blast damaged residential buildings and a care home in the surrounding
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area as prosecutors opened an investigation into the "legality of the placement and storage
of explosive objects" on site. Zelensky wrote on X: "Ammunition must not be stored near
houses or other residential buildings. Appropriate conclusions will certainly be drawn." Four
children are among 42 people injured, according to regional head Tymur Tkachenko, with a
rescue operation ongoing at the site in the Bucha district on Saturday. He said more than
300 emergency service personnel had been deployed to the village of Myla, where "a care
home for elderly people and people with disabilities" was among the properties damaged.
(BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP HAILS HISTORIC DEAL FOR US TO CONTROL 65BN BARRELS OF
VENEZUELA'S OIL

The US has reached a deal with Venezuela to control more than 65 billion barrels of its
proven oil reserves, President Donald Trump announced. "This Historic Transaction MORE
THAN DOUBLES American QOil Reserves, greatly increases our Oil Supply, and will
substantially lower Gas Prices for all Americans," Trump posted on social media.
Venezuela's interim President, Delcy Rodriguez, hailed the agreement as one that would
help her nation's economic revival. Trump vowed to tap Venezuela's reserves, the world's
largest, after the US captured its then-President Nicolas Maduro this year. More recently,
Trump has been under pressure to tame domestic petrol prices, which spiked amid the Iran
conflict. Secretary of State Marco Rubio called the oil deal "a huge win for both the American
and Venezuelan people". Few details were released. For the Venezuelan people, this deal
will bring nearly $100 billion in private investment, support thousands of high-paying jobs,
and drive the reconstruction of Venezuela's economy," Rubio said on social media.

(BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA RAMPS UP RHETORIC BUT WANTS TO AVOID WAR WITH NATO: WESTERN
OFFICIALS

Russian President Viadimir Putin wants to avoid a direct military confrontation with Nato,
despite increasingly hostile rhetoric aimed at the UK and other allies over their support for
Ukraine, Western officials believe. Some reports have suggested the visit by CIA chief John
Radcliffe to Moscow this week was, in part, to warn Russia against a possible attack on a
member of the Euro-Atlantic military alliance. But the Western officials, who asked not to be
named, said recent warnings from Moscow, including that UK forces could be targeted in
future or that its weapons factories could be hit, were "nothing new". They were, they
suggested, consistent with Russia's military doctrine to apply pressure on the West.

(BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

CLOSE RACE AS ICELAND VOTES ON WHETHER TO RESTART TALKS ON JOINING
EU

Icelanders are voting in a referendum to decide whether to resume talks on joining the
European Union, 13 years after they were broken off. In an indication of how tight the result
is expected to be, the latest opinion poll put the No campaign in the lead with 51.6%. An
earlier poll head put the Yes campaign ahead. Prime Minister Kristrun Frostadottir's centre-
left government had already intended to hold a referendum, but turbulent international affairs
prompted her to bring it forward. But the debate was fought less over Nato member Iceland's
security concerns than over its vital fishing industry and sovereignty. Voting is due to go on
from 09:00 to 22:00 GMT on Saturday and the result is expected in the early hours of
Sunday. Iceland has a population of under 4,00,000. More than one in five voters had
already cast their ballots in early voting before Saturday, according to Iceland's public
broadcaster RUV. (BBC News Web Page: 29/08/26, FARUK)

ZIMBABWE MINIBUS CARRYING CHURCH MEMBERS CRASHES, KILLING AT LEAST
27

At least 27 people have been killed after a minibus carrying members of a church collided
head-on with a haulage truck in central Zimbabwe, police say. The crash happened at about
18:30 GMT on Friday near Chivhu, about 140km south of the capital, Harare, police
spokesperson Paul Nyathi said on Saturday. The truck was trying to overtake another
vehicle when it crashed with the minibus taxi, which was carrying members of a popular
African Christian denomination who were travelling for a conference, he said. State-run
broadcaster ZBC News, quoting a provincial government minister, said 23 people died at the
scene, while others succumbed to their injuries after being admitted to a local hospital.
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