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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has described mass uprising of August 5, 2024 as a historic victory in struggle to restore
people’s democratic rights, stressing that national unity forged through sacrifice must be preserved at all costs.
(Radio Today:28)
Tarique Rahman has said government does not want to avoid its responsibilities by making excuses regarding
ongoing electricity & gas crisis and assured that administration is working tirelessly to resolve the issues.
(BBC:03)
Home Minister has said overall law & order situation in country remains fully under control, adding that law
enforcement & intelligence agencies are on maximum alert to prevent any form of subversive activity.
(Radio Today:31)
Special Parliamentary Committee formed to amend Constitution has held its first meeting, with committee
chairman Salahuddin Ahmed saying that suggestions from all opposition parties will be taken into consideration.
(BBC:10)
Information & Broadcasting Minister has called for building enduring state and social institutions inspired by the
spirit of July Mass Uprising to break free from recurring cycle of political unrest & violent movements.
(Radio Today:30 )
Government continues to pursue all possible legal and diplomatic measures to bring Sheikh Hasina back to
Bangladesh, Prime Minister'’s Adviser on Information and Broadcasting has said. (Jago News:19)

State Minister for Foreign Affairs has said it is for the Indian government to clarify its position on whether
deposed PM Sheikh Hasina, currently in India, will be allowed to make political statements from there.

(Jago News:22)
Three educational institutions in Dhaka have witnessed heightened tensions following attacks, counterattacks and
clashes of Chhatra Dal, Chhatra Shibir and Chhatra Shakti, leaving at least 100 activists injured. (Radio Today:31)

The postponed 2026 HSC examinations under the Chattogram Education Board, deferred due to flooding, will begin
on August 20 and continue until September 9. (BBC:11)

Bangladesh and South Korea have signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement-CEPA, under which 97 percent
of Bangladeshi products and 87 percent of South Korean products will enjoy preferential tariff benefits. (Jago News:19)
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EU CALLS FOR STRONGER BORDERS AFTER CEUTA MIGRANT CROSSINGS
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has called for "united action" on
border security after the chaotic influx of tens of thousands of migrants from Morocco into
the Spanish exclave of Ceuta last week. Spain estimates that about 69,500 migrants have
now returned to Morocco, exceeding initial estimates of 50,000. The official death toll on the
Spanish side of the border stands at 72, with 11 deaths on the mm Moroccan side. On
Tuesday, EU interior ministers will have emergency talks by video conference to discuss the
issue. The scenes in Ceuta have strained relations among some of the EU's 27 member
states. In a letter to Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, von der Leyen praised his "swift
handling" of the crisis. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)

FIVE DEAD IN MOSCOW REGION AS UKRAINE CONTINUES WAREHOUSE STRIKES
At least five people were killed and 10 more injured in a Ukrainian drone strike on a
warehouse close to Moscow overnight on Monday, the region's governor has said. The
official did not specify what had been targeted but Ukraine has been carrying out strikes on
facilities operated by Wildberries in recent weeks, often dubbed the "Russian Amazon". Kyiv
says the depots are used to supply the Russian military, which Moscow denies. Local
officials also said Wildberries warehouses were targeted in the St Petersburg and Tver
regions overnight. Russia also launched strikes against parts of Ukraine, killing at least four
and injuring several people. Russia's defence ministry said it had intercepted and destroyed
320 drones overnight. Moscow region governor Andrei Vorobiev said an industrial site in
Novoselki, Chekhov - about 69km south of the Kremlin - was attacked, triggering a fire at a
warehouse. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)

FRANCE WILDFIRES REVEAL HUNDREDS OF WW2 SHELLS IN VILLAGE

Wildfires in the south of France have revealed a cache of 400 historic shells and munitions in
the village of Le Porge, according to local authorities. Blasts during the fires, initially thought
to be exploding gas cylinders, may have been World War Two explosives detonated by the
heat, the local fire commander told local media. More than 100 explosions were heard on the
second night of the fire, Mayor Martial Zaninetti told French news outlet France Info, likening
it to "the sound of war". Demining operations have now seen most residents return to their
homes, however the mayor has said certain areas are still off-limits. More than 180 houses
in the area were destroyed by the wildfire. "There were ammunition depots buried in land
within our municipality, but we didn't know it, and they exploded", Zaninetti told France Info.
(BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)

US STATES SUE TO BLOCK TRUMP TARIFFS IMPACTING DOZENS OF COUNTRIES
Twenty five states sued President Donald Trump's administration on Monday over a wave of
tariffs against dozens of countries. The US says the tariffs, which range between 10% and
12%, were imposed due to trading partners - including the UK, China and the European
Union - failing to properly tackle forced labour. In a legal document seen by the BBC, the
coalition of Democratic states said the decision was "arbitrary, capricious, and contrary to
law." In response, White House spokesman Kush Desai said the US is "using its lawful
authority” to address practices that burden American businesses. Desai added that any
foreign countries failing to deal with the importation of goods produced with forced labour
was "unreasonable" and must be addressed. The new tariffs, which came into effect in July,
were imposed under Section 301 of the 1974 US Trade Act, legislation which is designed to
target nations that use forced labour. The duties cover 99.4% of US imports, according to
the Office of the US Trade Representative (USTR). (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26,
FARUK)

SOLDIER KILLS FOUR IN GUN RAMPAGE IN RUSSIAN-OCCUPIED CRIMEA

Four people have been killed by a soldier in Russian-annexed Crimea in an apparently
random gun rampage. The Moscow-installed regional governor Mikhail Razvozhayev said
the gunman opened fire on his fellow soldiers, killing one and wounding another. He then
went on to kill three civilians in the village of Khmelnytske - two men, aged 71 and 59, and a
64-year-old woman. Three other people were also injured. The attacker has been detained
and the motive behind the shooting was being investigated, Razvozhayev said. He has not
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been publicly identified and local officials have not released information about which branch
of the Russian armed forces he was serving with. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)
LANDSLIDE HITS ETHIOPIA MONASTERY DURING PRAYER SERVICE KILLING AT
LEAST 14 PEOPLE

Funerals have been held for some of the 14 people killed in a landslide that hit a mountain
monastery hosting an overnight prayer session in Ethiopia's northern Amhara region.
Rescue efforts for others feared trapped in the debris after a hillside above the Orthodox
Church monastery collapsed in the early hours on Monday morning have now been halted.
The monastery includes a prayer chamber carved into the mountainside, where the
worshippers had gathered for the special prayer service. "The land above the cave... slid
after the heavy rain that lasted throughout the night," Dagnachew Azbite, a senior local
official, told the BBC. Seven people had been found injured, five of them seriously, he said.
The prayer service being held at the Tsadgane Debre Mitmag St Mary Monastery included a
holy water cleansing ritual that is popular among Orthodox Christians seeking spiritual
healing for chronic ilinesses. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)

BOARD OF PEACE SAYS NO ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM GAZA BEFORE HAMAS
DISARMS

The US-led Board of Peace has said that an Israeli withdrawal from Gaza will only take
place after the disarmament of Hamas is complete, following a meeting between the body's
director, Nickolay Mladenov, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The meeting
on Monday in West Jerusalem came as Israeli politicians signalled their displeasure with the
deal, announced by US President Donald Trump last Thursday. "Contrary to inaccurate
reports, we note that the withdrawal of the Israeli military beyond the Yellow Line will take
place only once decommissioning is complete, as Hamas committed to the mediators," the
Board of Peace, established by Trump in January to oversee the administration of Gaza
after Israel's genocidal war, said. "This applies to light weapons, heavy weapons, and the
tunnels alike." The "Yellow Line" is the term used to refer to the demarcation the line behind
which Israeli forces continue to base themselves in Gaza. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26,
FARUK)

MORE THAN 150 MIGRANTS RESCUED AFTER BOAT CATCHES FIRE IN CHANNEL
More than 150 migrants have been rescued after the boat they were using to cross the
Channel caught fire on Tuesday morning, French authorities have said. The boat was
attempting to cross to the UK when its engine caught fire, according to the French maritime
prefecture of the Channel and North Sea. It said 157 people have been rescued and are
being taken to port in Boulogne-sur-Mer. There are no reports of anyone having been injured
or killed. It comes just a day after Prime Minister Andy Burnham pledged his government will
be "relentless" in curbing the number of people arriving in the UK on small boats. French
authorities said the boat left France on Monday night. Overnight "five people on board the
vessel required rescue... the remaining people on board refused the assistance offered by
the French patrol boats", the French maritime prefecture said. (BBC News Web Page:
04/08/26, FARUK)

DR CONGO EBOLA OUTBREAK KILLS MORE THAN 1,700 AS WHO ACCELERATES
TRIALS

The death toll from the Democratic Republic of the Congo's rapidly expanding Ebola
outbreak has risen above 1,700, as the World Health Organization (WHO) says trials of
experimental treatments, preventive medicines and vaccines are advancing at
unprecedented speed. The outbreak, caused by the rare Bundibugyo strain of the virus, has
killed 1,707 people out of 3,802 recorded cases since it was declared on May 15, according
to the latest government figures. More than 17,000 contacts are being monitored, with about
80% followed up each day, WHO data show. The epidemic is now the second-largest Ebola
outbreak on record and the fastest growing. Unlike previous outbreaks caused by other
strains of the virus, there are no approved vaccines or treatments for the Bundibugyo
variant. (BBC News Web Page: 04/08/26, FARUK)
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