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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said that Bangladesh currently offers a favourable environment for
investment and that the government stands ready to provide all necessary support to interested foreign investors.

(Radio Today: 21)
Home Minister Salahuddin Ahmed has said that, given the country’s geographical and constitutional realities, all
citizens residing within Bangladesh share a single identity as “Bangladeshis”, adding that there are no indigenous
groups in the country. (BBC:05)

Chief Whip Nurul Islam has said that Article 70 of the Constitution will apply in the upcoming presidential
election, meaning that no member of parliament will be allowed to vote against the party’s decision, and any
violation could result in the loss of parliamentary membership. (BBC:04)

Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Ighal Hasan Mahmud Tuku has said that the government is
investment-friendly, particularly in the energy sector, and is keen to encourage private investment.
(Jago News:13)

Water Resources Minister Shahiduddin Chowdhury Annie has identified the excavation of 20,000 kilometres of
canals as the government’s top priorities to implementation of the Teesta Master Plan, renewal of the Ganges

Water Sharing Treaty and to protect groundwater levels. (Jago News:19)

Education Minister A N M Ehsanul Haque Milon has said that the country’s education system remains in a highly
fragile state, acknowledging that there is no scope to deny its weaknesses and that efforts are already underway

to address them. (Radio Today:22)

Prime Minister's Adviser on Information and Broadcasting Dr Zahed Ur Rahman has said that former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina will be provided full security if she returns to Bangladesh and will enjoy all rights

guaranteed under the judicial process. (Jago News:13)

India has invited the Prime Minister of Bangladesh to visit the country on a bilateral trip and to attend the
upcoming BRICS Summit, according to Indian Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.

(Radio Today:23)

The Ministry of Public Administration has issued a 12-point directive, including hiometric verification measures,
to prevent impersonation and fraudulent candidates from participating in government recruitment examinations.
(Radio Today:24 )
R Syrian court has sentenced former president Bashar al-Assad to death in absentia after finding him guilty of
war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the country’s civil war. (BBC:10)
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TRUMP HID IN CATERING TRUCK IN SECRET PLANE SWAP OVER IRAN THREAT:
REPORTS

Donald Trump secretly swapped planes as he left a Nato summit in Turkey last month, as
part of an elaborate ruse in response to a possible Iranian threat, US media report. The US
president boarded Air Force One in view of television cameras before being transported to a
military aircraft with the help of a catering truck, the Washington Post said. Journalists and
some White House staff on board did not know he had been smuggled out. Officials told the
BBC's US partner CBS News that the US had detected a credible Iranian threat to fire a
missile at the plane. The White House has not confirmed the secret switch. Trump had
earlier said he was Iran's "number one target" during the summit in Ankara. The clandestine
manoeuvre came a day after the US renewed military strikes on Iran following a breakdown
of negotiations between Washington and Tehran to end the war.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

RUSSIA USING NORTH KOREAN MISSILES TO STRIKE UKRAINE: ZELENSKY

Ukraine and Russia have continued striking each other overnight, with Volodymyr Zelensky
accusing Moscow of using North Korean missiles. The Ukrainian president said strikes in
Zaporozhzhia - which killed at least six and injured at least 19 - involved ballistic missiles
from Russia's ally. In Voronezh, in southern Russia, warehouses belonging to the online
retailer, Wildberries, were hit by Ukraine. The company, known as Russia's Amazon, has
been repeatedly targeted in recent weeks. The attacks come a day after at least 13 people
were killed, including one child, in Ukrainian drone strikes on the Russian republic of
Tatarstan, more than 1,100km from the Ukrainian border. In a video address on Monday
evening, Zelensky said "for the first time" Russia "cannot wage war without reinforcements
from North Korea". (BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

OUSTED SYRIAN DICTATOR BASHAR AL-ASSAD SENTENCED TO DEATH IN
ABSENTIA

A Syrian court has sentenced ousted dictator Bashar al-Asaad to death in absentia, after
convicting him of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during the country's
civil war. It is the first conviction against Assad, who fled from Damascus to Moscow with his
family after his regime was overthrown in December 2024, ending his family's five-decade
grip on power. Assad's cousin and the former head of political security in southern Syria's
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Deraa province, Atef Najib, was also sentenced to death. He had been put on trial and
appeared wearing a striped prison uniform inside a cage in the courtroom as the judge read
out his sentence. Deraa is widely seen as the birthplace of the uprising against Assad's rule.
(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

LIBYAN AUTHORITIES BATTLE BIG BLAZE AT MAJOR OIL REFINERY

Libyan emergency services have been battling to contain a huge blaze at a major oil plant
after it was targeted by unknown attackers. The Zawiya refinery, west of the capital Tripoli,
was hit in a drone strike on Monday evening - the third such incident in two days. The
National Qil Corporation (NOC) said a tank containing about 4.5m litres of fuel was directly
hit, triggering a huge fire that caused it to collapse. It said it was considering suspending
operations if the attacks continued. There were no "serious injuries" from the fire, with most
patients treated for smoke inhalation, Libya's Ambulance and Emergency Service said on
Tuesday. The Zawiya refinery is the largest operational facility in Libya, with an output of
1,20,000 barrels per day. The NOC condemned similar attacks in past days in Zawiya,
including two drone strikes on a naphtha reservoir and a water desalination plant.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 132 KILLED IN COLOMBIA'S LARGEST EARTHQUAKE IN YEARS

At least 132 people are dead and a state of emergency has been declared after Colombia
was hit by one of its largest earthquakes in years. The death toll is likely to rise, with more
feared trapped under collapsed buildings. The magnitude 7.4 quake struck at 07:34 at a
depth of 103km in Choco province, the country's geological service said. It was felt across
an enormous area, stretching for hundreds of miles across western Colombia. Many of the
deaths have been concentrated in the city of Pereira, in Colombia's coffee-growing region,
with surrounding cities and the Valle del Cauca region also hit hard. The epicenter of the
quake was near the village of San Jose del Palmer, in Choco province, but local mayor Leon
Fabio Marin Moncada said that there had miraculously been no deaths or injuries - despite
the roads in and out being damaged. At least 570 people were injured in the quakes,
Colombia's Association of Capital Cities wrote in a statement update on Monday.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

TRUMP SIGNS ORDER TO LIMIT CHILDHOOD VACCINES AND SPLIT MMR SHOTS

US President Donald Trump has signed an order that calls for fewer childhood vaccines and
also recommends splitting the mumps, measles and rubella (MMR) shots. "Decades ago,
children received only a small fraction of the vaccines required today," Trump said. "In those
times, people were much healthier and of course the high rates of autism now observed did
not exist." The president has long cast doubt on the safety of MMR vaccines, but multi
studies have found no connection between the shots and autism. Medical experts have
criticized the new order and said it could reduce vaccination rates and expose children to
harmful diseases. The order also recommends that the number of childhood vaccines drop
to 11 from the existing 18 recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).
Trump's order serves as guidance, not a mandate, since shots required for school
attendance are set at the state level, rather than by the federal government.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

NEW TRAIN SERVICE CONNECTS FINLAND AND SWEDEN FOR FIRST TIME IN
DECADES

A new passenger train linking Finland and Sweden has begun running, creating the first rail
connection between northern Finland and southern Europe in nearly 40 years. Shortly after
05:00 local time on Monday, a double-decker train set off from the coastal Finnish city of
Oulu, rumbling its way across the border to Sweden. As the inaugural service crossed the
Torne river from Finland and pulled into Sweden's Haparanda station, it was met by crowds
of people waving Finnish and Swedish flags. The route was initially suspended in the late
1980s to the early 1990s, due to low passenger numbers and technical differences in the
tracks between Finland and Europe. Finland uses the same track widths as Russia, which
are wider than the European standard - a holdover from when the Nordic nation was part of
the Russian Grand Duchy in the 19th and early 20th centuries.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

US JUDGE DROPS BRIBERY AND FRAUD CASE AGAINST INDIAN BILLIONAIRE
GAUTAM ADANI
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A US judge has dismissed criminal charges against Indian billionaire Gautam Adani, bringing
a high-profile bribery and fraud case against one of India's richest businessmen to an end. In
2024, Adani was accused of allegedly paying bribes to Indian officials for high-profile
renewable energy projects and misleading US investors about it. Adani and his companies
have consistently denied wrongdoing. Adani has welcomed the court order and said he
accepted the decision with "humility" and "deep respect" for the judicial process. In a 47-
page order, US District Judge Nicholas Garaufis on Monday approved the Justice
Department's request to drop the charges against Adani. However, the judge strongly
criticized the way the decision was reached. He said R Trent McCotter, principal associate
deputy attorney general, had worked with Adani's lawyers on the dismissal without
consulting prosecutors and investigators who had handled the case.

(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

CHINESE ROCKET EXPLODES AFTER LIFT-OFF

A Chinese rocket, the Long March 7A, failed and exploded on its 10 August launch in
Wenchang, Hainan, China. State media reported that the failure occurred due to an "in-flight
anomaly". This was the rocket's first failure since its maiden flight in March 2020, according
to Reuters. (BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

DRC EBOLA DEATH TOLL PASSES 2,000 AMID FASTEST-GROWING OUTBREAK ON
RECORD

More than 2,000 people have died of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
since its outbreak was declared fewer than three months ago. At least 1,000 of the deaths
have occurred in the last three weeks, according to official government data, as the virus
continues to spread at an alarming rate. A total of 4,381 Ebola cases across five provinces
of the DRC have been confirmed as of Tuesday, including 2,011 deaths. It is the fastest-
growing outbreak on record in the Central African country and is second in size only to the
West African outbreak from 2014 to 2016, during which 11,310 people died. The response to
the outbreak has been complicated by several factors, including strikes by unpaid health
workers, misinformation and cultural traditions. These have included intimate family burials
of some of those killed by the virus, potentially increasing the risk of further transmission.
(BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

IRAQ'S SEMI-AUTONOMOUS KURDISH REGION SUFFERS AS US-IRAN WAR DRAGS
ON

For the last five months or so, Irag's Kurdistan region has suffered the impact and
ramifications of the ongoing United States-Israel war on Iran. Despite efforts by the
government to distance itself and not take sides or allow attacks on Iran from its territories,
the repercussions were heavy on the semi-autonomous region and Iraq as a whole. Since
the outbreak of the war in February, hundreds of missiles and drones have hit the Kurdish
region. Masrour Barzani, prime minister of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), told
the BBC, the region has "paid a heavy price" in the war. According to KRG data, the attacks
hit military and security sites, energy facilities, bases and headquarters of opposition Iranian
Kurdish parties, in addition to civilian areas. (BBC News Web Page: 11/08/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::
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