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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has urged the nation to join hands in transforming Bangladesh into a
"green habitat", calling for tree planting & environmental protection to become part of everyday life.

[R. Today: 28]
Law Minister has said the next national parliamentary election will he held under a caretaker
government. [Jago FM: 14]

Information & broadcasting minister has informed that government has proposed amending Press Council
Act, 1974, to transform the Press Council into a stronger, more effective & media-friendly institution.
[Jago FM: 18]
Health and Family Welfare Minister has stated that government's top priority is to ensure primary
healthcare for countrymen. [Jago FM: 19]

Two more children have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [DW: 10]

Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employment Minister has said that 12 Bangladeshis have so far died

in recent Middle East war. [Jago FM: 20]
At least 30 people have died in several landslides triggered by heavy rainfall across various areas of
Chattogram, Bandarban and Cox's Bazar over past three days. [BBC: 07]
HRuthorities in Rohingya refugee camps have taken steps to relocate people from high-risk areas to safer
locations after landslides killed at least 13 refugees in the past few days. [DW: 10]
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was laid to rest in his hometown of Mashhad, Iran; huge crowds
gathered. [BBC: 30]
U.S. forces have struck more than 170 Iramian military targets in the past two days. Tehran officials
stated that at least 14 people have been killed in these latest airstrikes. [BBC: 09]
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IRAN LAUNCHES MORE STRIKES AFTER ACCUSING US OF STRIKING NEAR
NUCLEAR PLANT

The US and Iran have traded strikes for a second night, as observers report a “dramatic”
drop in the number of ships travelling through the Strait of Hormuz since hostilities resumed.
The US military says it struck some 90 military targets, some near the Strait. Iranian
authorities say 14 people have been killed in the past two days. Iran reported explosions in
several coastal areas and said it targeted US assets in Kuwait, Bahrain and Qatar in
response. Iran’s foreign ministry denounced the US strikes as a “gross war crime”, saying it
said targeted civilian infrastructure including railway bridges. In a statement, the ministry
described the US administration as “evil and psychopathic” and that it condemned the
attacks which have damaged bridges and a railway route connecting Tehran to the city of
Mashad, where the late supreme leader Ali Khamenei is due to be buried at a funeral service
later on Thursday. (BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)

INTERNATIONAL COURT TELLS BBC OF BREAKTHROUGH IN SUDAN WAR CRIMES
PROBE

The International Criminal Court (ICC) has “concrete evidence” linking leaders of the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) to recent war crimes in the Sudanese region of
Darfur, the ICC’s deputy chief prosecutor says. Nazhat Sharmeem Khan told the BBC the
ICC had reached a “breakthrough” in its investigation into the massacres of civilians in the
cities of el-Faser and el-Geneina. “It may take time for justice to develop, to be brought to
the court, but we will get there,” Khan said, adding that RSF leaders have also been linked to
crimes against humanity. The siege and takeover of el-Faser marked one of the bloodiest
episodes in the ongoing war between the RSF and Sudan’s army. More than 6,000 people
were killed in el-Faser as the RSF seized the city in October last year, the United Nations
says, while the paramilitary group is accused of carrying out a similar massacre in el-
Geneina. The group has repeatedly denied carrying out widespread Kkillings anywhere in
Darfur. (BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)

UKRAINE TO GET LICENCE TO PRODUCE PATRIOT MISSILES: TRUMP

US President Donald Trump has offered to give Ukraine the right to produce Patriot
interceptor missiles, which could help Kyiv defend against Russia’s ballistic missile attacks.
“We are gonna give you a licence to make Patriots,” Trump told Ukraine’s Volodymyr
Zelensky during Wednesday’s Nato summit in Ankara. “I think they can produce them very
quickly once we explain it.” He said he had not yet informed defence manufacturers
Lockheed Martin and Raytheon of his decision, “but that'll work out alright”. Patriots detect
and intercept missiles and are regarded as one of the world’s best air defence systems —
and the most expensive: a single battery, with missiles, is worth around $1bn. It also has
lengthy production times, with only 600 missiles produced per year, according to the US
Department of Defence. The US is reluctant to part with any, given that it used more than
half of its stockpile during its war with Iran earlier this year, according to the US-based think
tank Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS).

(BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)

STARMER GIFTED GUN AND AMMUNITION BY TURKISH PRESIDENT AT NATO

Sir Keir Starmer was given a personalized revolver with live ammunition as a gift by Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during the Nato summit. The firearm, engraved with the
prime minister's name, was one of a series of similar gifts presented to the leader of each
country who attended the event in Ankara. Sir Keir's revolver has not been brought back to
the UK and remains with British officials in turkey. It is expected to be decommissioned
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before it is returned, meaning it will no longer be capable of firing live ammunition. Erdogan
waived export controls on the gift but it was left in Turkey because it is illegal to import a live
firearm into the UK. Downing Street has not released a picture of the revolver. At the
summit, sir Keir signed a defence agreement with Erdogan which will pave the way for closer
intelligence sharing between the countries. (BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)
HUGE CROWDS IN MASHHAD AS IRAN'S LATE SUPREME LEADER IS BURIED

Huge crowds lined the streets of the holy city of Mashhad for the burial of Iran's late
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Khamenei was laid to rest at the shrine of Imam
Reza, Iran's holiest Shia Muslim site, marking the end of six days of public mourning
ceremonies in five cities across Iran and neighbouring Iraq.The burial, reported by the state
news agency IRNA, came after an exchange of strikes between Iran and the US that
threatens to derail a preliminary deal to end the war in which he was killed.Earlier, Iran's
Revolutionary Guards accused the US of bombing two bridges on the railway line from the
capital, Tehran, to Mashhad overnight "in an effort to overshadow" the funeral. Khamenei
and several members of his family were killed in an Israeli strike on his residence in Tehran
on 28 February, the first day of Iran's war with the US and Israel.

(BBC News Web Page: 10/07/26, FARUK)

TENSIONS ERUPT IN INDIAN STATE AFTER 11-YEAR-OLD RAPED AND MURDERED
The Indian state of West Bengal has been on the boil for the past few days over the alleged
rape and murder of an 11-year-old girl. The body of the child was fished out from a pond on
Sunday — a day after her family reported her missing. The incident in Surjyapur village in
Baruipur, on the outskirts of Kolkata, has triggered days of violent protests, a mob lynching
and the police killing of one of the suspects. Three other men who have been arrested
remain in custody. The child’s rape and murder — and the subsequent killing of the suspect —
has snowballed into a huge political row, with the opposition parties accusing the state’s
newly-elected Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government of failing to protect women. The
BJP, which swept to power in West Bengal for the first time ever in May, has rejected the
accusation. But the crime, barely two months after the win, couldn’t have come at a worse
time as the party had campaigned heavily on the issue of making the state safe for women.
(BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)

A COUNTRY (BANGLADESH) THAT MADE HUGE PROGRESS ON MEASLES NOW
REPORTS 1,20,000 CASES

“I have never seen an outbreak this huge,” says paediatrician Dr Mohammad Golam Mawila,
as we look around a measles ward in the Bangladeshi city of Mymensingh. Until March this
year, Bangladesh had made “substantial progress” towards eliminating measles, according
to the World Health Organization. Vaccination rates had been higher than 90% until recently.
But that progress has quickly and suddenly come undone. Since March, government figures
show nearly 750 people, mostly children, have died from the highly contagious disease,
which spreads easily through breathing, coughing or sneezing. The death toll includes
confirmed and suspected cases of measles. But Unicef says the true numbers are likely to
be higher, given the sudden surge, an overwhelmed health system and difficulties in
gathering data. Those numbers are made real by the dozens of families around us who have
no choice but to lie on blankets on the floor, in the hallway. The ward at Medical College
Hospital is at more than double its capacity, with nearly 130 patients in just 32 rooms. Four-
month-old Arafat is one of them. His nose is too small for oxygen tubes to sit comfortably so
doctors have bandaged and taped them into place. “We have been in the hospital for about
15 days now, but my baby isn’t getting any better,” his father, Mohammad Alam Mia, tells us.
His baby is writhing in the heat and struggling to breathe. Arafat’s parents travelled nearly 10
hours to the hospital. His father vomited and fainted in the ambulance, as his first child
became unresponsive. Doctors diagnosed Arafat with pneumonia and heart failure, both
complications of measles. The little money Mohammad has is not enough for his treatment,
and he’s been forced to borrow from neighbours. Arafat is one of Bangladesh’s more than
1,20,000 suspected and confirmed measles cases since cases spiked in mid-March,
according to government figures. “This disease was under control in our country,” says
Mawla. Vaccines are highly effective. “Why did this suddenly happen?”

Miguel Mateos Munoz, Unicef’s spokesperson in Bangladesh, puts it down to a “perfect
storm” of several factors. Firstly, there were alleged delays in vaccine orders. Bangladesh
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has seen years of political turmoil, with student-led protests in 2024 toppling the country’s
authoritarian leader, former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Unicef claims the interim
government, under Muhammad Yunus, delayed ordering vaccines last year, opting instead
to consider new vendors and restructure how the purchases were financed. Munoz says
Unicef insisted the interim administration give themselves enough time to make the changes.
“We were worried about possible vaccine gaps increasing, and it unfolding into what we’re
now seeing.” A shortage of vaccines is exactly what the new government, under Tarique
Rahman, claims to have discovered once they took office. The BBC contacted the office of
former interim leader Muhammad Yunus, but he declined to be interviewed. Yunus’s former
top health ministry official, however, denies any shortage of vaccines, and tells the BBC
while Unicef had raised concerns, “these communications did not contain any specific
warning about a potential measles outbreak”. Syedur Rahman claims experts “including
representatives from other UN agencies suggested that a competitive procurement process
could, over time, create opportunities for greater cost efficiency”. Munoz also points to other
factors fuelling this particular surge: the Covid pandemic delaying routine jabs, a lack of
regular measles-rubella mass vaccination campaigns since 2020, overcrowding and Eid
holiday travel. Globally, Bangladesh is not the only country seeing an outbreak this year.
Public health experts are warning the outbreak in Bangladesh is proof of the dangers of any
interruption in vaccine coverage. Three hours outside of the capital Dhaka, we witness the
consequences of the vaccine shortage. Mosammat Nila Akhter and her husband took their
10-month-old child, Maliha, to a clinic for her vaccine in February, but were told there were
none left. In late March, as the outbreak took hold, Maliha was admitted to hospital with
pneumonia, but was discharged just days later. Her parents later noticed a rash beginning to
form on her belly. Back at the hospital, they were told there were no beds available.
Desperate, they waited three hours at yet another hospital until another child was
discharged. Akhter claims bed shortages led to children with and without measles sharing
wards. “No matter how much we wiped her body down, her fever didn’t come down. The
doctors just kept coming and saying, ‘keep wiping her body,” Akhter says. They were told
Maliha needed an ICU bed, but that the hospital had none to offer. For hours, they travelled
in an ambulance, while Maliha was struggling to breathe, until they found one. The
government and Unicef launched an emergency vaccination campaign in April in certain
regions, and have so far inoculated more than 18.4m children. They say reported cases and
deaths have now slowed, but Bangladesh is still recording nearly 1,000 suspected measles
cases on average a day, and multiple deaths daily. Health Minister Sardar Sakhawat
Hossain acknowledges the strain on the health system but says it is to be expected given
the country’s population of more than 170 million people. “The accommodation facilities are
comparatively low, but we have managed,” he says. But public health expert Mushtuq
Hussain says the government is refusing to accept this is “not an outbreak, it's an epidemic”.
He calls the current figures “the tip of the iceberg”. “We have to take the numbers with a
pinch of salt, but what it’s telling us is that the work is still not done,” Munoz tells us. “It is still
a grave situation,” Hussain argues. “It is unacceptable that every day children are dying, and
thousands of people are being infected.” Days after our visit to the measles ward in
Mymensingh, we hear news that baby Arafat has died. He is now one of the hundreds of
children claimed by this preventable disease. On the phone, his father is in tears. “I spent all
my money, took loans, and tried my best to save my son. But everything is gone now.”

(BBC News Web Page: 09/07/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



