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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has assured business leaders that government will take steps to address
ongoing gas crisis affecting country's industrial sector. [R. Today: 22]

Foreign Minister has emphasised need to address some irritations that exist in Bangladesh-India relations,
noting that govt. is reviewing the invitation extended by India to PM Tarique Rahman.  [Jago FM: 19]

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister has said government has taken a series of reform
measures to reduce the longstanding backlog of civil cases. [Jago FM: 21]

Bangladesh Bank has paved the way to launch international digital payment and money transfer services
including PayPal and Payoneer in country. [R. Today: 25]

Former minister Abdul Latif Siddique has been arrested in crimes against humanity case filed over the
killings during Hefazat-e-Islam's rally at Shapla Chattar in Dhaka's Motijheel. [BBC: 03]

Three more people have died from dengue, bringing the total death toll this year to 50.  [Jago FM: 1]
Dhaka Metropolitan Police have arrested 503 people in separate drives across the capital. [Jago FM: 16]

Japan's south-western Kyushu region has had more than 100 aftershocks since it was struck on Tuesday

by a powerful earthquake which left at least 13 people dead. [BBC: 26]
Death toll in the ongoing floods in India's northeastern state of Assam has risen to T5. [BBC: 06]
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BBC

MORE THAN 100 AFTERSHOCKS HIT JAPAN AFTER POWERFUL QUAKE THAT
KILLED 13

Japan's south-western Kyushu region has had more than 100 aftershocks since it was struck
on Tuesday by a powerful earthquake which left at least 13 people dead. Many others were
said to be in "cardiopulmonary arrest" - a term often used in preliminary reports in Japan
before a death is officially confirmed. Amid searing heat, rescue crews are digging through
the rubble at a paper factory and a shopping mall in Kumamoto prefecture, looking for
trapped survivors. The mail suffered an explosion in the hour after the quake struck.
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi warned it was "truly a race against time" to rescue
those trapped. Thousands are in evacuation centres, and many are without power. The
Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) is urging residents to be alert for the possibility of
strong aftershocks, public broadcaster NHK reported.

(BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

SAUDI ARABIA JOINS US IN STRIKES ON IRAN-BACKED MILITIAS IN IRAQ

Saudi Arabia and the US have carried out strikes against Iran-backed militias in Iraq, in a
potential escalation of the Middle East conflict. US Central Command (Centcom) said the
strikes were against "lran-aligned terrorists that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) directed to attack US forces and Saudi energy infrastructure". Iraq's paramilitary
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), which is dominated by Iran-backed Shia militias, said at
least 20 of its members had been killed in US-Saudi strikes on its bases. It came hours after
Centcom said Iran had launched missiles at US forces in the Middle East in an "attempted
surprise attack", ending a lull in hostilities. The US said the Iranian attack occurred at 17:45
EDT (21:45 GMT) on Tuesday, with all missiles "successfully intercepted”. The IRGC said
the missiles had targeted a US sir base and a command centre in Jordan "in response to the
acts of aggression of the American child-killing army".

(BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS IN SPAIN RETURN HOME BUT NEW HEATWAVE RAISES WILDFIRE
FEARS

Spanish authorities have allowed thousands of people evacuated because of wildfires to
return to their homes after restrictions were lifted in the areas of Toledo, Madrid, Avila, and
Castellon. In the Madrid region alone, 24,000 people have been told they can return and
lockdowns on another 20,000 have been lifted. Spain and France are both braced for the
start of the fourth heatwave so far this summer and some fires have continued to burn,
including one at Burgohondo 150km west of Madrid. In south-west France, the largest fires
in the Gironde region are described as "still stabilized" despite several flare-ups, however
officials warn of dry winds and temperatures of up to 41C. The mayor of Le Barp, south-west
of Bordeaux, Blandine Sarrazin, warned that the situation was "getting harder", after two
fires had broken out the day before, and said everyone had to be "hyper-vigilant". Sixteen
departments or districts are under orange heatwave alert, including in the Landes area
further south. (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

GHANA HIT BY NATIONWIDE BLACKOUT AS POWER PLANTS FAIL

A major fault on Ghana's national power grid has triggered widespread outages, leaving the
capital, Accra, the commercial hub of Kumasi and much of north without electricity. Several
power plants across the West African nation were forced to shut down in the early hours of
Wednesday morning, the state-run power distribution company said. "Our engineers and
system operators are working continuously to restore power in the shortest time possible
without compromising safety," Ghana Grid Company Limited (GRIDCo) has said in its
statement. Ghana has had regular power shortages for years - popularly known as
"dumsor”, meaning "on and off" in the Akan language - but the situation has been improving.
Wednesday's power cut has left homes, businesses and essential services without electricity
across multiple regions of the country. (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION BANS NEW CHINESE HUMANOID ROBOTS

The Trump administration on Tuesday announced a ban on new foreign-made humanoid
robot imports to the US over "unacceptable risks" to America's national security. The move
applies to advanced robots - including humanoid and four-legged machines. Many of them
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are made in China, which is competing with the US to develop robotics and atrtificial
intelligence (Al). The federal Communications Commission (FCC) also banned imports of
power inverters - devices used in data centres and solar panels - which it said could also
pose a risk to the US economy. The Chinese embassy in Washington said Beijing has long
opposed the US "politicizing" of trade issues and sanctions based on "groundless pretexts".
FCC chairman Brendan Carr said the agency was doing its part "to secure America's critical
supply chains". (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

TURKIYE TAKES 'HISTORIC STEP' ON ENERGY ALLIANCE WITH IRAQ

Turkiye might soon receive up to 1 million barrels per day of oil from Iraqg after buying a stake
in the British Petroleum-run Kirkuk oilfield in northern Iraq, according to Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. At a joint news conference with Iragi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi in
Ankara on Tuesday, Erdogan said state-owned Turkish Petroleum (TPOA) would acquire a
15% stake in BP Energy Company of Kirkuk Limited under a separate share-transfer
agreement. Al-Zaidi was in Turkey to discuss bilateral security, trade, transport and water
management, as well as a new energy deal. The visit came just as the Iraqgi-Turkiye crude oil
agreement - which in 1975 operationalized the Kirkuk-Ceyhan Oil Pipeline moving Iraqi
crude to the Turkish Mediterranean terminal of Ceyhan - expired on July 27. Rather than
renew the agreement, Turkiye said it was seeking a new energy cooperation framework with
Irag. (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

IRAN AND OMAN SWAP PROPOSALS TO MANAGE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

Iran has rejected a proposal from Oman for the countries joint oversight of the critical Strait
of Hormuz and has, instead, made a proposal of its own as both sides continue to pore over
the terms of what a final agreement could look like. Iran's Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem
Garibabadi said in a state broadcast on Tuesday that Oman's proposal had not sufficiently
addressed Tehran's concerns about control of the strait. He added that Iran's
counterproposal would give Tehran more control over the waterway. Following a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed by Iran and the US on June 17, the strait was
supposed to be reopened to shipping, without charge, for at least 60 days. However, the
vogue wording of the MoU has caused considerable disagreements over who has ultimate
control over the waterway - which passes through the territorial waters of Iran and Oman -
and which routes ships should take. (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL SITES ON FIRE AFTER UKRAINIAN DRONE ATTACKS
Ukrainian drone attacks have hit industrial facilities in Russia's western city of Ryazan,
causing several to catch fire and forcing major retailer Wildberries to evacuate its local
warehouses, according to authorities. Ryazan Governor Pavel Malkov said 45 drones were
shot down over the region overnight Tuesday, with falling debris causing a fire in an
"industrial area" and damaging a home and a building. Six people were hospitalized with
injuries, he said in a post on Telegram. The report comes as Ukraine ramps up attacks on
Russian industrial sires, including those belonging to Wildberries, which Kyiv accuses of
helping to supply the Russian army. Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky said Ukraine's
latest strikes hit "an oil refinery and logistics centre in Ryazan," as well as a site in Russian-
occupied Crimea, where high-speed boats belonging to Russian Black Sea Fleet are based.
(BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL KILLS PALESTINIANS, DESTROYS MOSQUE IN GAZA

Israel has attacked Gaza, killing at least two Palestinian, wounding more than 12, and
destroying a mosque and tents sheltering hundreds of displaced Palestinians. Israeli jets
struck the Al-Muttagin Mosque, near the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) building
in Gaza City, on Tuesday. Israeli warplanes carried out a series of air strikes focusing on
central and northern Gaza. Israel killed one person in a separate strike on the Nuseirat
refugee camp. (BBC News Web Page: 29/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



