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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has directed authorities concerned to intensify efforts to curb air and
noise pollution. (Jago FM: 12)

Government will launch pilot phase of Probashi Card programme next month. (R. Today: 19)

Prime Minister's Adviser and Office Spokesperson Mahadi Amin has said government has achieved
unprecedented and multidimensional achievements during its first five months in office.  (Jago FM: 10)

Commerce Minister has sought a three-year extension to Bangladesh’s preparatory period for graduating
from LDC category. (R. Today: 21)

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, Bangladesh's foreign policy is guided by economic
priorities rather than geopolitical considerations. (R. Today: 23)

Prime Minister's Press Secretary has informed that government is gradually implementing 31-point
election manifesto of BNP and July Charter. (Jago News: 09)

Government has a plan to introduce about 1,400 electric buses to modernize country's public
transportation system. (R. Today: 19)

Flood Forecasting and Warning Centre has warned of short-term flooding in five northern districts of
country due to heavy rainfall and onrush water. (R. Today: 19)

R free special surgery program has been launched at Government Employees Hospital to provide free
surgeries to children with cleft lip and cleft palate. (Jago FM: 08)

Iran has alleged that its civilian installations including power plants have been targeted hy US attacks.
(BBC: 03)
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BBC
US STRIKES HIT IRAN FOR SEVENTH CONSECUTIVE NIGHT
The US military said it carried out the seventh night of strikes on Iran since President Donald
Trump declared the temporary ceasefire agreement was "over'. US Central Command
(Centcom) said its forces "hit surveillance sites, military logistics infrastructure, underground
weapons storage, and maritime capabilities". Iran said it responded by targeting US allies in
the region including Kuwait, which said another of its power and water plants had been hit
following a similar attack the previous day. Jordan's military also said it had intercepted 10
Iranian missiles fired into its airspace overnight. No damage was reported. Bahrain also said
its air defences had "thwarted" Iranian attacks. (BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)
TRUMP THREATENS NEW CANADA TARIFFS OVER FIRES SENDING 'FILTHY' AIR
INTO US CITIES
US President Donald Trump has threatened to impose new tariffs on Canada after hundreds
of wildfires have left much of the northern US covered by a blanket of smoke. The threat
follows complaints by US lawmakers over the wildfires and Ontario's premier Doug Ford
asking the US to send support to fight the fires, rather than complain. "The United States is
being unnecessarily invaded by filthy, polluted, and unhealthy air,"” Trump said, threatening
to impose new levies over Canada's "willful negligence". As of Saturday, there were about
955 fires actively burning in Canada, according to the Canadian Wildland Fire Information
System - with the majority burning out of control. More than 190 of those blazes are burning
in Ontario, some out of control. (BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)
SPACE START-UP LAUNCHES INDIA'S FIRST COMMERCIAL ROCKET DESIGNED
FOR ORBIT
That's the vision behind an Indian private rocket company that achieved its first orbital
launch on Saturday. Skyroot Aerospace, which recently became India's first space tech
unicorn after reaching $1.1bn valuation, launched Vikram-1 from the Indian Space Research
Organization's (Isro) launch facility in Sriharikota in southern India. The seven-storey rocket
lifted off at 12:05 India time and travelled 280 miles to reach the Low Earth Orbit in a 16-
minure flight. Skyroot is the first Indian private company to launch a rocket into orbit, making
India only the third country, after the US and China, with a private company capable of
orbital launches. "Vikram-1 Test Flight-1 has reached orbit... History is made,"” the company
posted on X. The successful Vikram-1 launch will take Skyroot closer to its goal of offering
what it calls a "cab service to space”, where companies can hire a rocket "to ride to a unique
location in the orbit to place a satellite or visit a space station".
(BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)
EU PROPOSES SLOWING DOWN CUTS TO CARBON EMISSIONS FOR BUSINESSES
The European Union has unveiled proposals that would slow cuts to businesses greenhouse
gas emissions limits, as part of a major climate policy overhaul. The reforms would relax the
rules of the bloc's emissions trading system (ETS) to give businesses more time to reduce
their carbon output than previously planned. The changes would mean some industries
could obtain emission allowances until 2038 instead of 2034, if they commit to investing in
decarbonization efforts. The proposals still need to be approved by EU countries and
lawmakers - a process that could take a year. The European Commission, which develops
legislation for the EU's 27 member states, said the changes would ensure the ETS was
aligned with the EU's goal to reduce carbon emissions by 90% by 2040, compared with 1990
levels. (BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)
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MAGNITUDE 7.3 EARTHQUAKE QUAKE STRIKES OFF MEXICO COAST

A powerful magnitude 7.3 earthquake struck off the coast of southern Mexico on Friday,
triggering a tsunami warning for parts of the Pacific. No fatalities or significant damage have
been reported in Mexico or Guatemala from the quake, which was also felt in El Salvador.
Mexico's navy secretary Admiral Raymundo Morales told a press conference that there was
"no serious impact", but that people were being advised to stay away from beaches. The US
Tsunami Warning System had warned of possible "hazardous tsunami waves" along the
nearby coasts of Mexico and Guatemala. It later recorded waves of 0.3m above tide level in
Puerto Madero and Chiapas in Mexico. Several hours after the initial warning was issued,
the centre said the threat had passed but advised people in affected areas to "remain
observant and exercise normal caution near the sea".

(BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)

HELICOPTERS DUMP WATER AS HUGE NORWAY FIRE DESTROYS HOMES

More than 100 homes have been destroyed by a massive fire burning through Drammen in
southern Norway, rescue officials said. Hundreds of people have been evacuated from the
area, around 30 miles west of Oslo. No casualties or missing people have been reported so
far. Dozens of firefighters are working to extinguish the blaze, which has spread to a nearby
forest. Local police said the fire was "still not under control". It was not immediately clear
where or how the fire had started, but a Drammen Red Cross worker said it had spread
quickly due to the weather. "It says something about the heat we've had lately. It's been very
dry. So once the fire started, it spread quickly. That's what we've seen," Thomas Evjen told
Reuters. (BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 14 DEAD AFTER MINIBUS ROLLS OFF MOUNTAIN ROAD IN PERU

At least 14 people have been killed and five injured after a minibus in the Peruvian Andes
lost control on a curve, and veered off a mountain road. Rescue crews used ropes to recover
victims from the steep hillside. (BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)

ISRAELI ARMY DESTROYS THREE SCHOOLS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON: MINISTER
The Israeli military has looted and destroyed three schools in southern Lebanon, according
to the country's education minister. Israel "looted" the schools before using explosives to
reduce them into "piles of ashes", Education and Higher Education Minister Rima Karami
said in a statement carried by Lebanon's state-run National News Agency (NNA) on Friday.
Karami said the schools had been added to the growing list of educational institutions
destroyed during the conflict. The fighting in Lebanon escalated into a full-scale war in March
after months of cross-border exchanges between Israel and Hezbollah following the start of
the Gaza genocide in October 2023. Israel says it is targeting Hezbollah.

(BBC News Web Page: 18/07/26, FARUK)
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