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HIGHLIGHTS

President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh Mohammed Sahabuddin has officially resigned, citing his
health complications. [BBC: 03]

Speaker Hafiz Uddin Ahmad Bir Bikram assumes the president’s responsibilities under Article 54 of the
Constitution until a new president is elected. [BBC: 03]

Foreign Minister has reaffirmed Bangladesh’s commitment to working closely with ASEAN and its
partners to strengthen regional cooperation in tackling emerging and transnational threats. [Jago FM: 20]

BNP Secretary Genmeral and LGRD and Cooperatives Minister has said, government is working to
strengthen democratic institutions, revive economy and improve people's living standards. [Jago FM: 21]

Commerce, Industries and Textiles and Jute Minister has said that 5% of GDP will be allocated in
education and health sectors on coming days keeping them government's top priorities.  [Jago FM: 25]

Bomb Disposal Unit of Counter Terrorism and Transnational Crime division of DMP has recovered and
safely defused several bomb-like objects found beneath the Motijheel Metro Rail Station.  [Jago FM: 24]

R technical fault at a floating liquefied natural gas terminal off Moheshkhali has cut gas supply to
national grid, disrupting households, industries and transport services across the country. [R. Today: 27]

Bangladesh has secured the lowest 10 percent tariff rate under a new US trade measure, despite US
imposing tariffs on goods from 60 countries over forced labor concerns. [BBC: 04]

Iran has officially rejected a new cease-fire deal presented by Iraq’s Prime Minister on behalf of
President Trump, warning of a larger war. [R. Tehran: 12]

Indian Education Minister must resign or be sacked, Cockroach Janta Party has said after meeting with
Indian central ministers. [BBC: 04]
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BBC

TENS OF THOUSANDS EVACUATED FROM FRENCH TOURIST SPOT AND NEAR
MADRID AS WILDFIRES SPREAD

French authorities ordered the evacuation of the entirety of the Cap Ferre, t peninsula on the
south-west coast, with hundreds of people escaping the area by boat. Tens of thousands of
people are being evacuated from the tourism destination west of Bordeaux, as firefighters
continue to battle what the local prefect has described as an "XXL fire" in the Gironde region.
The fires, which began on Tuesday, have burned for days, with officials saying 10,000
hectares had been consumed by the flames. Meanwhile, the government in Spain has
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declared a national emergency as wildfires burn out of control in several areas close to the
capital Madrid. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez spoke of a "dramatic situation" and
urged people to take great care. Three fires were burning west of Madrid, at Village del
Prado and San Martin de Valdeiglesias. French Interior Minister Laurent Nunez said 40,000
people had either been or were in the process of being evacuated from the Cap Ferret
peninsula, which has the Atlantic on one side and the Bay of Arcachon on the other. (BBC
News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

US HITS DOZENS OF COUNTRIES WITH NEW WAVE OF TARIFFS

The US has imposed new tariffs on 60 trading partners in the latest escalation in the trade
war reignited by US President Donald Trump when he returned to office last year. Those
targeted, including the UK, China and the European Union, will face a tariff of 10% to 12.5%
on all goods, accounting for almost all American imports. The tariffs, which replace an
identical levy which expires on Friday, are based on claims key economic partners have
failed to properly tackle forced labour. But US trade expert Caroline Freund said the move is
"not about forced labour" but that Trump is simply "looking for a legal reason to put the tariffs
in". The US Supreme Court had ruled earlier this year that many of the tariffs imposed
globally under emergency powers were illegally enacted.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

US AND IRAN TRADE MORE STRIKES IN GULF AS FEARS OF ESCALATION MOUNT
Iran says it has carried out drone strikes on US military facilities and bases across the
Middle East in retaliation for the 13th consecutive night of American attacks on the country.
Explosions were reported along Iran's Gulf coast, and in western, northern and central
areas. Four people were killed and five injured in an attack in the south-west, Iranian state
media said. Iran later announced strikes on US-allied Kuwait, while sirens sounded in
Bahrain and Jordan, and flights were suspended at a major Iraqi airport after a reported
drone crash. It comes as Iran condemned the US plan to use frozen Iranian assets to pay for
war damages, in a sign of further escalation between the two countries.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA'S PRESIDENT WINS BID TO TEMPORARILY HALT IMPEACHMENT
INQUIRY OVER 'FARMGATE'

A South African court has ruled in favour of President Cyril Ramaphosa's bid to temporarily
halt a parliamentary inquiry looking into whether he should be impeached over what has
been dubbed the "Farmgate" scandal. In 2022, an independent panel said Ramaphosa
might have a case to answer after burglars stole huge sums of cash, hidden in a sofa, from
his private farm. The president denied any wrongdoing. At the time MPs voted against
establishing an impeachment inquiry, but in May the Constitutional Court ruled that
parliament had acted unlawfully by shelving the panel's report. Ramaphosa is now
challenging the findings of the panel in a separate court case to be heard in September. The
Constitutional Court's ruling in May paved the way for parliament to revive the impeachment
process. (BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

INDIA'S 'COCKROACH' PROTESTERS HOLD TALKS WITH GOVERNMENT AS
STALEMATE CONTINUES

Thousands of people continue to protest demanding the Indian education minister's
resignation after representatives of the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) held talks with the
government. CJP spokesperson Ashutosh Ranka told reporters that the government has
asked for a day to decide on their biggest demand - minister Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation. "The protest will continue and will keep growing until Dharmendra Pradhan
resigns. If that does not happen soon, we will be forced to announce another nationwide
protest call," said Ranka. The protests, which began more than a month ago, gained
momentum this week after a police crackdown on people marching to parliament left dozens
injured. The protests are led by CJP, an online satirical movement that has evolved into a
powerful platform for young people's anxieties and dissent. Saurav Das, another CJP
spokesperson, said the government had responded positively to two other demands:
compensation for the families of students who reportedly died by suicide after the
cancellation of a major medical entrance exam in May, and the withdrawal of police cases
against protesters who joined the march to parliament. He said the two sides would meet
again on Saturday. (BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)



29

OIL PRICES HIT $100 FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE MAY

Oil prices hit $100 a barrel for the first time since May as the escalating conflict in the Middle
East reignited fears over global energy supplies. Brent crude - the global benchmark for oil
prices - rose more than 6% on Thursday following several days of increases as the US
stepped up military strikes against Iran. Prices spiked after Houthi militia in Yemen attacked
oil tankers in the Red Sea, threatening a key export route that Saudi Arabia has used to
bypass the Strait of Hormuz. Gas prices have also risen steadily over the past month, with
the benchmark UK gas price currently at around 150 per therm, up from around 98p at the
end of June. Qil prices had been falling following a temporary ceasefire between the US and
Iran. They dropped back to levels last seen before the US and Israel began military action
against Iran on 28 February. However, the ceasefire has failed and this week US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio said the people in charge in Iran were "not ready to make a deal".
(BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

16 KILLED IN RUSSIAN ATTACK ON KYIV

At least 16 people have been killed in Russian attacks on Ukraine overnight, with 10 dead in
ballistic missile strikes just outside Kyiv, according to a national official. Writing on social
media, Volodymyr Zelensky confirmed about 100 people had been injured in Kyiv, where
emergency services are still at the scene, with five other people killed in the eastern city of
Sloviansk. Meanwhile, an overnight Ukrainian strike killed six people and wounded 26 near
the Russian city of Kirov, more than 1,000 km behind the front line. Ukraine also attacked
the warehouses of Wildberries - Russia's biggest online retailer - in St Petersburg and the
surrounding area, setting off huge fires. In the attacks near Kyiv, Russia also appeared to
have targeted Defence Minister adviser Serhiy Beskrestnov, aka Flash, and Lyuba
Shypovych, who has been involved in developing technology for the Ukrainian army.
Following the incident, both took to social media to confirm they were OK.

(BBC News Web Page: 24/07/26, FARUK)

:: The End ::



