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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has stated that government is working to transform Bangladesh into a
trillion-dollar economy by 2034. [BBC: 03]

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has invited Prime Minister Tarique Rahman to attend the 18th
BRICS Summit, to be held in New Delhi on September 12-13. [BBC: 03]

Ziaur Rahman Foundation Vice President Dr Zubaida Rahman has remarked that lack of adequate
healthcare is one of main causes of poverty in country. [R. Today: 21]

Information & broadcasting minister has said, there is a need for an appropriate authority to determine
who qualifies as a journalist and who does not. [BBC: 03]

Education Minister has informed that HSC & its equivalent examinations which were postponed due to
flood and inclement weather under Chattogram Education Board will resume on July 2T. [BBC: 03]

Death toll has risen to 5 following a cylinder explosion at Confidence Salt Limited factory in Boalkhali,
Chattogram. [Jago FM: 19]

Price of crude oil in global market has risen to over $100 again due to ongoing conflict between the
United States and Iran. [BBC: 03]

President Donald Trump has stated that the nuclear deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia
was "totally subject” to Riyadh joining the Abraham Accords recognising Israel. [BBC: 16]

In retaliation for US attack, Iran has launched counter-drone strikes targeting US military facilities in
Kuwait and Jordan. [BBC: 13]

Death toll has risen to 22 following a portion of an under-construction tunnel collapsed in India's Sikkim
state. [BBC: 12]
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BBC

US SIGNS LANDMARK NUCLEAR DEAL WITH SAUDI ARABIA

The US and Saudi Arabia have signed a landmark deal that will allow the Gulf kingdom to
develop a civilian nuclear programme. The deal is described as a "peaceful nuclear
cooperation agreement” that will provide "great access for American companies in the Saudi
nuclear energy program" by the US energy department. Text from the deal has not been
made public, but US media report that it could allow Saudi Arabia to enrich uranium in the
future - which can be used as fuel for power plants, but also to make nuclear bombs. Experts
say that would mark a first for the US and could run the risk of future nuclear proliferation in
an already unstable region. The US Department of Energy said a "bilateral safeguards
agreement" had been signed along with the co-operation deal.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

HOUTHIS CLAIM ATTACK ON OIL TANKERS AS US LAUNCHES MORE STRIKES ON
IRAN

Yemen's Houthis say they have attacked two Saudi oil tankers in the Red Sea as the US
launched its 12th consecutive night of strikes on Iran. Iranian state media said two people
had been killed in the US strikes on Wednesday, and a tanker caught fire in an explosion in
a mined route in the Strait of Hormuz. Ahead of the latest | round of strikes, US President
Donald Trump had threatened to destroy an Iranian bridge or power plant if Iran attacked a
ship in the Strait and to "take care of" the Houthis if they blocked the Red Sea. If confirmed,
the Houthi attack would be the first since the Iran-backed group announced a "maritime
embargo" against Saudi Arabia. The Houthis named the tankers as the Encelia and the
Layla, through their responsibility has not been confirmed. The group's military
spokesperson Yahya Saree said they had targeted the ships with drones and missiles for
allegedly violating its naval blockade. The state-run Saudi Press Agency confirmed early on
Thursday that the Encelia was struck "while sailing in the Red Sea", resulting in a fire on its
bow. (BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

THOUSANDS EVACUATED IN FRANCE FIRES

Around 20,000 people have been evacuated from the south-west of France as the country
battles ongoing wildfires days after two firefighters died near Bordeaux airport, French media
reported. The Gironde region government said more than 2,400 hectares of land have been
destroyed. The use of internal combustion and electric engines have been banned in
predominantly forested areas, and a number of roads have been closed. No injuries have
been reported on Thursday. Meanwhile in Italy, authorities have paid tribute to a firefighter
who died tackling a wildfire in San Caraldo, as Sicily President Renato Schifani wished a
"speedy recovery" to another involved in the same operation. Italian Interior Minister Matteo
Piantedosi paid tribute to late firefighter Alessandro Marchi who he said died "in service to
the community”. (BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)
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FIRE KILLS 10 MEMBERS OF SAME FAMILY IN PERU: POLICE

A fire has killed 10 members of the same family, including five children, at a home in Peru's
capital Lima, police say. The blaze ripped through the property in the southern La Victoria
district early on Wednesday, Gen Oscar Arriola from the Peruvian National Police told local
media. Five children, aged between three and 15 years old, were Killed, as well as four
adults aged between 29 and 72, and a fifth whose age was not given. Two people were also
reportedly injured. Police are investigating reports that the fire was started by arsonists.
Local media say the family, who manufactured mattresses and owned electric motorcycles,
had received threats and demands for extortion payments.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

A YEAR AFTER DEADLY JET CRASH AT BANGLADESH SCHOOL, FAMILIES
DEMAND ANSWERS

It was a normal day for sixth-grade student Nure Jannat Yusha when suddenly, a
Bangladeshi air force jet crashed into her school in the capital, Dhaka, killing 36 people -
most of them children. Within minutes, Milestone School and College, a private institution
buzzing with student activity, was transformed into a scene of chaos and raging flames. It
was the deadliest aviation disaster the country had seen in decades. Earlier this week,
families and survivors gathered to mark one year since the incident - many of them students
who say they are struggling to return to normal life, Yusha among them. "Even now, if | go to
school and see a plane, | feel afraid. | can't sleep at night. In my dreams, someone is
throwing me into the fire," she told BBC Bengali. She was one of more than 160 people who
were injured in the crash at Milestone School - and among those at the memorial held at a
hospital in Dhaka on Tuesday, where the families of some victims say they are still waiting
for answers about the deadly crash. Yusha's mother Yasin Akter says her child had once
dreamt of becoming a dancer - an aspiration that has since faded. "Mu daughter screams all
day and is afraid,” she says, adding that Yusha has become paranoid about planes falling
from the sky. "Earlier she was interested in studies. Now she does not want to study any
more." On 21 July 2025, a training aircraft took off from a Bangladesh Air Force Base in
Dhaka at around 13:00 local time and crashed soon after in the Uttara neighbourhood.
Images from the scene hours after the crash showed scores of emergency service workers
sorting through charred rubble in an attempt to find survivors. Authorities announced that an
investigation commission had been formed to investigate the crash, but in the days that
followed, hundreds of student protesters took to the streets, clashing with police as they
demanded accountability over the disaster and changes to training flights regulations. The
committee's findings, which it reportedly submitted to the government last November, have
not yet been made public. According to a copy of the full report obtained by BBC Bengali, it
highlighted issues like Milestone School's lack of compliance with building codes. It also
found more than 600 buildings - including schools and hospitals - located near Dhaka's
international airport that had violated height restrictions. The report also found that the pilot
lacked sufficient flight training and proper ground supervision. And there was no technical
fault with the aircraft, the report said - contradicting an early statement by the Bangladeshi
Armed Forces that the jet had experienced a mechanical fault after taking off. The
Bangladesh Armed Forces did not respond to a request for comment. "No one can give a
guarantee that another plane will not fall onto this school in the future,” Mansur Helal, the
husband of one victim, told the crowd during the memorial, referencing a recent BBC
documentary on the committee report. "This is truly a horrific situation. Every day around
2,500-3,000 students go to that school." Helal's wife, schoolteacher Mahreen Chowdhury,
had died in hospital from extensive burns she had suffered while rescuing students. "The
building in which this accident happened had only one door. How can there be only one door
for 800-900 students?" Helal added. Helal and others are calling for the government to
release the full report. They are also urging better government support for survivors
undergoing treatment, as well as compensation for them and victims families - which was
recommended in the investigative committee report but yet to be implemented. Health
Minister Sardar Sakhawat Hossain, who was at the event on Tuesday, said the government
would support survivors who require further medical treatment. And Zubaida Rahman, the
wife of Prime Minister Tariqgue Rahman, hailed the courage shown by survivors as "a source
of inspiration for the nation". But many of the students who attended the memorial this week,
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sporting burn scars, are still grappling with their new reality. Mehreen, who's in the fifth
grade, says she is no longer able to go to school because of her injuries. "If | get a little
sunlight, my whole body burns. For that reason, | do not go to school any more." It has also
affected her sleep and learning ability: "Earlier, if | read something, | would memories it in
two minutes. Now | can't memories a line in two hours. "I can't sleep at night. When | do
sleep, | often have strange dreams. | still can't forget that incident.”

(BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

IRELAND ANNOUNCES €125M UKRAINE SUPPORT PACKAGE

Ireland is to provide a further €125m in support to Ukraine next year, the government has
announced. The package includes €100m for non-lethal military equipment, as well as a
further €25m to help restore and protect Ukraine's energy infrastructure. The announcement
was made as the Irish Prime Minister Micheal Martin visited Kyiv for a meeting with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Martin, who described the conflict as an
"unprovoked war of aggression" said support for Ukraine is a top priority for the lIrish
presidency of the Council of the EU. The package means Ireland has provided more than
€670m in support to Ukraine since Russia's invasion in 2022.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 4,200 ISRAELIS STORM AL-AQSA MOSQUE IN JERUSALEM

More than 4,200 Israeli settlers and members of far-right groups have stormed the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound in occupied East Jerusalem in one of the largest incursions this year as
they mark a Jewish holiday, Palestinian officials say. Far-right Israeli National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir also entered the site under heavy police protection on Thursday for
Tisha B'Av, a Jewish day of mourning that marks the destruction twice of an ancient Jewish
temple believed to have stood at the site known to Muslims as al-Agsa and to Jews as the
Temple Mount. The Palestinian administration of the Jerusalem governorate said 4,288
Israelis had so far entered the compound. This number was expected to keep rising until
sundown, perhaps reaching 5,000, the governorate said, which would exceed the numbers
recorded in previous years during the same Jewish holiday.

(BBC News Web Page: 23/07/26, FARUK)

. THE END ::



