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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has urged Japan to recruit more skilled Bangladeshi workers while
seeking active cooperation in human resource development, skills enhancement & increased investment.
(Jago News: 12)
State Minister for Power, Energy & Mineral Resources has said, Tarique Rahman has sought energy
cooperation during a telephone conversation with Malaysian Prime Minister. (BBC: 03)

Acting President Hafiz Uddin Ahmad, Bir Bikram has received his first ceremonial salute and held his
official engagements at Bangabhaban after taking charge. (BBC: 04)

BNP Secretary General and LGRD & Cooperatives Minister has said that an effective social movement
against drugs should be built to protect young generation. (Jago News: 15)

Prime Minister's Information & Broadcasting Adviser has said government is prioritizing Smart Farmer
Card initiative, youth employment creation, and semiconductor industry as key economic drivers.

(Jago News: 12)
IRC Deputy Regional Director for Asia, has praised government's social protection initiatives during a
courtesy call on Social Welfare and Women & Children Affairs Minister. (Jago News: 21)

A sudden measles outbreak in remote hills of Bandarban's Ruma has claimed lives of T Khumi children in
15 days, exposing low vaccination coverage & fragile healthcare services. (Jago News: 17)

BSTI has urged people not to panic over a recent study that detected microplastics in several toothpaste

brands, saying no product should be declared unsafe without scientific testing and legal verification.
(Jago News: 20)

At least 7,364 students were killed in road accidents across country between 2019 & June 2026,

according to Road Safety Foundation. (DW: 11)
R powerful 7.1 magnitude earthquake has hit Japan raising fears of heavy casualties after a shopping
mall collapse. (BBC: 08)
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ZELENSKY TO PRESS TRUMP ON AIR DEFENCES WHILE IN WASHINGTON

Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky is due to hold important talks with US President Donald
Trump at the White House, where he is hoping to firm up commitments to bolstering Kyiv's
anti-ballistic missile defences. Zelensky has arrived in the US at a significant stage in
Russia's full-scale war in Ukraine, with Moscow's mayor saying the capital was targeted by
390 drones in a matter of hours overnight. The Ukrainian leader is expected to press Trump
over support he gave earlier this month for Kyiv to be given a licence to produce Patriot
interceptor missiles. Russia has escalated deadly ballistic missile attacks on Ukraine's
capital recently, and Zelensky has said interceptors are urgently needed. Patriot missiles
have been at the top of Zelensky's wish-list for some time, but after the wars in Ukraine and
the Middle East, these US air defence interceptors are in very short supply.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

US WALKS OUT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING DURING FRANCE'S
REMARKS

The US delegation walked out of a UN Security Council meeting on Monday, in protest at
comments made by France that compared Washington's voting on human rights to that of
authoritarian states. The diplomatic row was initially sparked last week, when the US joined
North Korea and Russia in voting against extending Volker Turk's term as UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights. After the vote on Friday, France's UN mission criticized the
US and compared it to North Korea and Russia. "The US used to be a beacon of human
rights. Not anymore," it posted on X. In response, US ambassador Mike Waltz accused
France of voting for a human rights chief who had been "lecturing” democratic countries
while "cozying up to the world's worst oppressors”, without elaborating on what he meant.
Turk has criticized Russia's war in Ukraine and Israel's military conduct in Gaza.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

WIDESPREAD DAMAGE FROM MAGNITUDE 7.1 EARTHQUAKE IN SOUTH-WEST
JAPAN

Several people are trapped inside a shopping centre after a strong earthquake hit south-
west Japan, officials say. Local media reports that there was an explosion at the Aeon Mall
in Kumamoto prefecture, following the magnitude 7.1 earthquake. The quake hit inland on
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Kyushu island at 16:27 local time, with about 3,00,000 people being told to move to
evacuation shelters. There was a brief tsunami warning that was lifted within the hour.
Emergency services said "many people" were trapped inside the Aeon Mall in the
Kumamoto prefecture. In the town of Kashima, "a shopping complex's second floor
collapsed, leaving many people trapped inside," the fire department said in a statement.
Japan is one of the world's most earthquake-prone countries, experiencing about 1,500
guakes a year. The meteorological agency has warned of strong aftershocks given the
shallow epicentre - 10km. Footage aired by national broadcaster NHK shows cracked roads
and bridges and several buildings on fire. The quake's epicentre was about 20km south of
Kumamoto, which is Kyushu island's largest city with a population of about 7,00,000.

(BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

INDIA MOVES TO DEMOLISH UNIVERSITY MUSLIM LEADER FOUNDED

More than 100 people sit cross-legged on mats, braving the brutal July heat, as they raise
slogans and wave the national flag in a north Indian town. Barely 200km from the capital,
New Delhi, where thousands of youths demanding education reforms just forced a minister
to resign, a group of students, alumni and residents are holding an indefinite sit-in to oppose
the planned demolition of 38 of Mohammad Ali Jauhar University’s 40 buildings. Named after
a freedom fighter who fought against British rule, the university was founded by prominent
Muslim politician Azam Khan in Rampur district of Uttar Pradesh state. Khan established the
Mohammad Ali Jauhar Trust in 2003, which oversaw the university’s establishment three
years later. On July 15, when protests led by the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) — a youth
movement born out of a joke — were at their peak, the Rampur district administration issued
an order to demolish most of the university’s building, alleging they flouted regulatory
guidelines. (BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

SIXTY PALESTINIANS DETAINED BY ISRAEL RETURN TO GAZA, DESCRIBE ABUSES
Sixty Palestinians detained by Israel were returned to Gaza, arriving at a hospital in Khan
Younis frail, injured and, in several cases, unable to walk. The men were brought by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to Nasser Medical Complex for
examination on Monday, where crowds of relatives and medical teams greeted them. This is
the largest prisoner release since the first phase of the “ceasefire” in Israel’'s genocidal war
on Gaza, which took effect in October. They are among nearly 1,300 people from Gaza held
by Israel as “unlawful combatants”, according to Israeli rights group HaMoked. Israel said the
men were released after interrogations determined they were “no longer security suspects”.
(BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

HOUTHIS WANT TO COPY IRAN’S HORMUZ CONTROL IN THE RED SEA: YEMENI FM
Yemen’s Houthi movement is aiming to replicate Iran’s strategy in the Strait of Hormuz by
controlling shipping flows in the Red Sea’s Bab al-Mandev Strait, the Yemeni government’s
top diplomat warns. “The Houthis want to copy the Iranian model, and this will shut down two
main straits, the gateways into the Gulf and Red Sea,” the foreign minister-designate for the
internationally recognized Yemeni government, Afrah al-Zouba, told journalists on Monday.
Speaking at the Yemeni embassy in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, al-Zouba said the Iran-backed
Houthis have been emboldened due to the insufficient international response to their
activities in the region. Bab al-Mandev Strait connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and
the wider Indian Ocean, and — much like the Strait of Hormuz — a significant portion of the
global economy depends on the unimpeded flow of maritime traffic through it. Approximately
30% of global container traffic passes through the Red Sea, and 12 to 15% of overall global
trade. (BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

FRANCE AND SPAIN BRACE FOR HEATWAVE THAT COULD WORSEN RAGING
WILDFIRES

The spread of wildfires in France and Spain that had come dangerously close to the cities of
Bordeaux and Madrid appears to be slowing, authorities say, but they are bracing for yet
another stifling heatwave this week, which could fan the flames of current blazes and ignite
new ones. Nearly 4,000 people were evacuated from tourist sites in the Lacanau area of the
Gironde region in southwestern France on Tuesday, bringing the total number who have fled
Gironde to well over a quarter of a million. The wine-growing region, which includes the
historic city of Bordeaux is the worst affected in France by the wildfires. France’s fourth
heatwave of 2026 is expected to began on Tuesday as temperatures are forecast to reach
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as high as 40 degrees Celsius in the coming days. When the heatwave reaches Spain on
Wednesday, temperatures are expected to be even hotter there. In Spain, 1,16,000 people
have had to leave their homes since the wildfires began, but some have since been able to
return. In the central province of Toledo, people from nine of 11 evacuated towns were
allowed to go back to their homes on Tuesday. (BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)
IRAQI PM VISITS TURKEY TO BOOST TIES DESPITE COMPLEX CHALLENGES

Iragi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi is leading a high-level delegation to Turkey, in his first visit to
the neighbouring country since taking office in May. Accompanied by ministers and senior
officials, al-Zaidi’s visit on Tuesday will focus on “strategic cooperation” between the two
countries, as well as issues related to security, water and the economy, according to
government spokesman Haider al-Aboudi. Relations between Iraq and Turkey have
fluctuated over the past decade but remained a priority for both sides, particularly for Iraq in
relation to oil and water resources. And the launch of the US-Israel war on Iran in February
and the subsequent closure of the Strait of Hormuz have elevated Ankara’s importance for
Baghdad, prompting it to press Turkish authorities to resume and increase the exporting of
oil through the lIraqi-Turkiye pipeline after years of suspension. The two countries are
seeking to sign an oil pipeline agreement that governs the export of Iraqi oil after the
expiration of the previous deal on Monday. (BBC News Web Page: 28/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



