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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam is not only a figure of past
but also a source of inspiration for future generations. [R. Today: 31]

Health and Family Welfare Minister has announced that government will set up mobile hospitals to
handle the pressure of dengue patients if necessary. [Jago FM: 26]

Bangladesh has called for enhanced international cooperation to counter evolving threat of terrorism at
UN General Assembly debate on UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. [Jago FM: 13]

Chinese Ambassador to Dhaka Yao Wen has stated that China will continue to provide all forms of
assistance including technical support for implementation of Teesta project. [BBC: 10]

Government has enacted Gambling Prevention Act, 2026, replacing the colonial-era Public Gambling Act,
1861, to tackle the growing threat of online gambling, sports betting and digital gambling networks.

[Jago FM: 30]
Government has approved “Visa Policy 2026” to simplify visa process to encourage investment at home
and abroad. [Jago FM: 15]

Five more children have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [Jago FM: 20]

Price of liquefied petroleum gas has been reduced on consumer level. The price has been cut by Tk
29.76 per kilogram, bringing down the cost of widely used 12kg LPG cylinder by Tk 357. [BBC: 08]

Transparency International Bangladesh has termed the proposal to place the National Human Rights
Commission under a government ministry as 'unacceptable'. [Jago FM: 27]

People in Teknaf Upazila of Cox's Bazar were shaken by repeated sounds of explosions from across

border in Myanmar. [R. Today: 32]
Russia has launched a massive drone and missile attack on Kyiv, killing at least 20 civilians in the city.

[BBC: 07]
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BBC

'MOST MASSIVE' RUSSIAN ATTACK ON KYIV KILLS AT LEAST 20

Russian forces launched a major drone and missile attack on Kyiv overnight, killing 20
people, in what the city's mayor has described as the "most massive attack" on the Ukrainian
capital. Vitaly Klitschko declared Friday a day of mourning and said around 90 people were
injured. He said an ambulance station was among the places hit in the strikes. Although
previous attacks have killed more people, this latest barrage deployed the largest number of
weapons on the capital and hit locations over a very wide area of Kyiv. Several
neighbourhoods were evacuated as strikes rocked buildings throughout the city, hours after
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned Russia was preparing an attack.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

US BLOCKS LONG-TERM RENEWAL OF NORTH AMERICAN TRADE DEAL

The US has declined to renew the landmark US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) in its
current form, according to a senior US official. This decision means the trilateral trade pact
will miss out on an automatic 16-year extension. The official said the administration "chose
not to rubber stamp a USMCA renewal without addressing existing issues" and that "the
United States did not agree to renew the USMCA in its current form". If the countries fail to
unanimously agree to renew the agreement, "it essentially sets a 10-year shot lock to
termination”, the official said. Under the pact guidelines, each country must decide whether
to renew the agreement for another 16-year term. While the free-trade deal remains in place
for now, the lack of a long-term commitment creates fresh economic uncertainty across
North America. (BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

GAZA PATIENTS FACE AGONISING DELAYS FOR MEDICAL EVACUATION

Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry says Amina is one of 300 Palestinians who have died
waiting for medical evacuations since the US-brokered ceasefire between Israel and Hamas
began there last October. The figures are also used by the World Health Organization
(WHO), which assists with patient transfers via Gaza's Israeli-controlled border crossings
with Israel and Egypt. Thousands of others - the health ministry currently says 15,000 - are
still waiting for treatment abroad - some for war-related injuries; others for conditions such as
cancer. The list of evacuees is constantly fluctuating, as patients’ conditions and decisions
change, meaning not all deaths may be recorded. Since the ceasefire began over eight
months ago, the WHO says 1,977 people have left Gaza for medical treatment. Unless the
process speeds up, it could take years to evacuate all those in need.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

NINE THAI MONKS KILLED AFTER 11-YEAR-OLD DRIVER COLLIDES WITH
PROCESSION

Nine Buddhist monks were killed and several others in their procession injured when they
were hit by an 11-year-old boy driving his parent’s pickup truck in north-east Thailand, police
said. The group of 35 monks and five lay followers were walking along a road in Mukdahan
province during a pilgrimage when the incident occurred. Footage posted online shows
saffron robes and belongings scattered by the roadside, and a wrecked vehicle. Five of the
monks died at the scene and four others later in hospital, according to police. They said the
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boy took the pickup without permission before losing control and crashing into the monks,
according to Agence France-Presse. (BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

EU BORDER DELAYS 'NOT BEARABLE' OVER SUMMER, WARNS AIRPORT BOSS
The boss of Berlin Airport has said non-EU nationals arriving in the German capital are
having to queue for up to two hours under a new digital border system, and warned the
situation is "not bearable over the summer". Aletta von Massenbach told the BBC that at one
terminal in Berlin, where Ryanair and Wizz Air operate, waiting times can run between "an
hour to two hours". Under the EU's new Entry-Exit System (EES) travellers from outside the
bloc must register biometric information when entering most European countries, which is
checked when they leave. Airports and airlines say the system is not working. The European
Commission (EC) says it is willing to offer more support. EES is meant to modernize the
EU's system of border control, making it more secure and eventually making travel
smoother. It has been fully operational since April.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

SYRIA'S PRESIDENT NAMES FINAL 70 LAWMAKERS TO NEW POST-ASSAD
PARLIAMENT

Syria's Interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa has appointed the final 70 members of the
country's new parliament, paving the way for it to hold its first session next week. Fifteen of
the new lawmakers are women and 13 were imprisoned during the rule of Bashar al-Asaad,
who was overthrown in 2024. It is not clear how many are members of religious and ethnic
minorities. Last October, regional electoral colleges selected two-thirds of the 210-seat
People's Assembly, which will be responsible for legislation during the transitional period.
After only six seats were won by women and 10 by minority candidates, electoral officials
said Sharaa would use his appointments to address the imbalance.

(BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA AND GHANA IN DIPLOMATIC ROW OVER KILLING OF MIGRANT

A diplomatic row has erupted between South Africa and Ghana, over claims that a Ghanaian
man was killed during anti-migrant protests, which South African officials deny. Ghana's
Foreign Affairs ministry said it had received with "profound shock" reports that Bashiru Isak,
40, had been shot dead on Tuesday in Cape Town's Khayelitsha's township. It said it had
sent a formal protest note and filed a complaint with the police. South Africa’s justice minister
responded by expressing concern "that Ghanaian authorities continue to communicate false
information about South Africa regarding developments on irregular migration". The police
said they had "no record of the Khayelitsha murder".

(BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST FIVE KILLED IN EXPLOSION INSIDE CENTRAL DAMASCUS CAFE

An explosion at a cafe in central Damascus has killed at least five people and injured 16,
according to Syria's Ministry of Health. The explosion was reported at around 3:24pm local
time at a cafe on al-Nasser Street in the al-Marjah district, close to the Palace of Justice,
according to Syrian state media. Syrian state television said the blast was caused by an
explosive device. Syrian news service SANA said authorities have launched an investigation
into the cause of the explosion. Footage from the site showed severe damage to the cafe
with blood smeared on the floor. Security forces have cordoned off the area, fearing a
secondary explosion. (BBC News Web Page: 02/07/26, FARUK)
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