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HIGHLIGHTS

BNP Secretary General and LGRD & Cooperatives Minister has said elected government will implement
July Charter; opposition parties are misleading public over July Charter. (Jago News: 21)

The July unity that formed around death of Abu Sayeed was divided after August 5 over the issue of
achievements of movement, elections and reforms. (BBC: 03)

Home Minister has said government has made all necessary preparations to respond to natural disasters;
government-private initiatives are continuing relief efforts for flood-affected people across country.

(R. Today: 24)
Due to flood situation, all remaining HSC and equivalent examinations in five districts under Chattogram
Board have been postponed indefinitely. (Jago News: 22)

Rgriculture Minister has announced distribution of rice seeds & seedlings to flood affected farmers in
Chattogram & introduction of cent percent FMD vaccination of cattle within next 15 days.

(Jago News: 21)
EU and G-TT & China have reaffirmed their support for Bangladesh's efforts to ensure a smooth,
sustainable, and irreversible graduation from LDC category. (R. Today: 26)

UNFPA Executive Director has pledged to highlight Bangladesh’s development achievements globally,
praising country’s demographic resilience, women’s empowerment and inclusive social security system.
(Jago News: 22)

Chinese government officials & economists expect China's foreign trade to maintain steady growth
momentum in second half of 2026, supported by strong innovation drive and resilient market players.

(R. Today: 28)
Trump administration has finalized plans to tighten visa policies for foreign students. (BBC: 05)

Iran has launched heavy attacks on US bases and installations in Kuwait and Bahrain.  (R. Tehran: ()
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BBC

US LAUNCHES NEW STRIKES AS IRAN SAYS CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE HIT

The US launched a wave of strikes against Iran for the sixth night in a row, its military said,
as the two sides battled over control of the Strait of Hormuz. US Central Command
(Centcom) said the attacks were intended to "further degrade Iranian military capabilities",
before saying it had boarded a vessel as part of its blockade of Iranian ports. State media
and provincial authorities reported that the US had hit civilian infrastructure, including
bridges, a train station and an airport. BBC Verify confirmed an attack on one bridge to the
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west of Bandar Abbas in Hormozgan province. Iran's Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
says it has retaliated by striking US maritime surveillance radar sites in Oman as well as
targets in Kuwait and Bahrain. It also claims to have attacked a US special operations
command centre in Syria. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

TRUMP ALLEGES CHINA MEDDLED IN 2020 ELECTION AND QUESTIONS VOTING
SECURITY AHEAD OF MIDTERMS

US President Donald Trump has delivered a primetime address in which he accused China
of interfering in the 2020 election and alleged "shocking vulnerabilities" in American voting
systems. Trump, who spoke from the White House on Thursday, has repeatedly made
unsubstantiated claims about voter fraud and foreign meddling in the 2020 election, which
he lost to Joe Biden. In the half-hour speech, delivered three months before the midterm
elections, he said he had declassified hundreds of intelligence files which supported his
claims that Beijing had tried to sway the election in Biden's favour. The US intelligence
community has previously concluded China did not interfere in the 2020 election. In
response to his speech, China's foreign ministry strongly denied the allegations of Chinese
meddling in the 2020 presidential election, saying they were "entirely fabricated". Trump's
claims are "malicious smears" which have "long been proven to be groundless", foreign
ministry spokesman Lin Jian said. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 500 ROHINGYA VANISHED AT SEA - WHAT HAPPENED?

Two boats carrying an estimated 530 Rohingya asylum seekers left Myanmar's Rakhine
state on 29 June, and have not been heard from since. The equivalent of a jumbo jet full of
people has vanished. It is very likely that they both capsized. The monsoon has started, the
season are rough, and the boats - unusually old fishing trawlers converted to carry as many
people as possible - are barely sea-worthy with unreliable engines. It is also very likely that
there were few, or no survivors. Half of them may have been women and children. Rakhine
has been in a state of war for many years, with the insurgent Arakan Army driving the
Myanmar military out of most of it and besieging its last stronghold in the state capital Sitter,
which is now accessible only by air and sea. Almost all telecommunications have been cut
by the military. Chris Lewa, who runs the Arakan Project that campaigns to improve the
situation of Rohingya, has been trying to piece together what may have happened to the two
boats. This is extremely challenging. She no longer has contacts she can reach in Sittwe, or
in Sin Tet Maw, the Arakan Army-controlled village from where the boats departed. But
through a series of other contacts, combined with other snippets of information, she is
confident that both boats did leave on 29 June, one in the morning, the other later in the day.
She says they would have been heading for the southern coast of Myanmar, where they
would unload their human cargo. From there they would be transported by road, via rough
transit camps in the forest, through Thailand to the Malaysian border. The Bangladesh
authorities have recovered the body of one woman, washed up from the sea. Fishermen
working the sea between the Irrawaddy delta and the coast of Mon state found several other
bodies none days later. Chris Lewa believes all this suggests that the boats capsized, one
several hours after leaving Sin Tet Maw, the other after several days of sailing south east.
There are more than a million Rohingyas living in over-crowded camps in southern
Bangladesh, where aid is drying up, there are almost no jobs, and organized crime gangs
operate freely. They are not allowed to leave. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)
SCHOOL BUS CRASH KILLS AT LEAST 20 PUPILS IN UGANDA

At least 20 students and one adult have been killed after a bus carrying pupils on a study trip
crashed in eastern Uganda, local officials say, in one of the country's deadliest road
accidents involving children in recent years. Dozens of others, including staff, were injured in
the crash in Kapchorwa district on Thursday evening. Preliminary investigations suggest the
bus had a mechanical fault before the driver lost control on Chekwatit Hill, a stretch of road
that has been the site of several serious crashes, according to local officials. As a result of
the accident, all school educational trips have been cancelled until an investigation is
complete, a state-run outlet is reporting. The bus carrying pupils from King David Junior
School in Ndejje, crashed at about 20:00 local time at Chekwatit village. (BBC News Web
Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

CHINA HITS OUT AT BRITISH STEEL NATIONALIZATION
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China has hit out at the nationalization of British Steel, saying it "firmly opposes and is
strongly dissatisfied with the British government's decision". On Thursday, the UK
government said that taking the loss-making firm into public hands would protect jobs and
safeguard a "vital national capability". The UK took control of British Steel's operations in
Scunthorpe last year, though it was still owned by China's Jingye Group, limiting the
government's ability to steer its future. China's commerce ministry said on Friday that the
moves "seriously infringed upon Jingye's legitimate rights and interests and severely
undermined the confidence of Chinese companies investing in the UK". It also called on
Britain to "faithful fulfil" its obligations under the China-UK Bilateral Investment Treaty. (BBC
News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

INDIAN ACTIVIST ON FAST FOR 20 DAYS REFUSES TO END HUNGER STRIKE

Indian activist and educationist Sonam Wangchuk has refused to end his indefinite hunger
strike despite growing calls for him to do so. The 59-year-old has been on a fast for the past
20 days, consuming nothing but salt and water, and has lost more than 9kh. The activist has
been protesting in support of an online satirical movement called the Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) who are seeking educational reforms. On Friday, the official X account of CJP shared
a short video of Wangchuk speaking to the crowds gathered in front of the dais on which he
has been sitting in protest. Wangchuk looked noticeably frail and even though he spoke into
a mic, his voice sounded feeble. He urged the crowd to participate in a protest March that
has been organized by the CJP on Monday. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

US SEEKS EXTRADITION OF WEALTHY PRO-PALESTINE DONOR FROM SPAIN

The United States is seeking the extradition of James "Fergie" Chambers from Spain, having
accused the wealthy donor to Palestinian and other causes of financing "terrorism".
Authorities in Ibiza detained Chambers last Friday on an international arrest warrant, after
the US alleged he has provided material support to Hamas, the Palestinian group that
governs Gaza but is designated a "terror organization" by Washington. The arrest and
extradition request has raised concern that the Trump administration is extending its
crackdown on Palestine solidarity beyond US borders. Chambers is currently imprisoned in
Madrid. Spain's High Court has 40 days to rule on the extradition request, with the final say
resting with the Council of Ministers. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)

UN URGES PROBE INTO DEATHS IN PAKISTAN-ADMINISTERED KASHMIR UNREST
The United Nations human rights chief has called for an independent investigation into
deadly unrest in Pakistan-administered Kashmir. On Friday, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Volker Turk, urged Islamabad to launch "prompt, thorough and impartial
investigations" into all civilian and security forces deaths. At least 31 people have been killed
in clashes since last month, in the run-up to regional elections at the end of this month. The
unrest has involved the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami Action Committee (JAAC), an umbrella
group of traders and activists. (BBC News Web Page: 17/07/26, FARUK)
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