Daily Monitoring Report

¥ S Directorate of Monitoring
(| \) Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
/ e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd

‘W@é@ Srabon 02, 1433 Bangla, July 17, 2026, Friday, No. 192, 56t year

HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has pledged to build a prosperous & discrimination-free Bangladesh, saying his
government wants to ensure equal rights & opportunities for all communities, including ethnic minorities.

(Jago News: 13)
R special prayer has been held at Baitul Mukarram National Mosque seeking divine mercy for souls of
those who were martyred during July mass uprising, recovery of injured and peace & progress of nation.

(Jago News: 18)
Prime Minister's Office spokesperson has said that present government is determined to implement the
election manifesto to build the Bangladesh of the dreams of July martyrs. (R. Today: 26)

Dhaka Metropolitan Detective Branch has detained retired Major Md Mozzaffar Hossain, a convicted
fugitive in assassination case of former president Ziaur Rahman, after he remained on run for 45 years.

(BBC: 03)
Home Minister has said, certain quarters are instigating the movement demanding suspension of HSC
examinations and resignation of Education Minister to embarrass government. (BBC: 03)

Finance Minister has said ecomomic reforms will be implemented gradually under the International
Monetary Fund's new loan programme according to government's priorities and needs. (R. Today: 25)

State Minister for Information and Broadcasting has said present government is determined to root out
the misrule and corruption across the country. (Jago News: 21)

TIB has expressed deep concern over shooting targeting a group of journalists in Khulna, describing the
incident as an attack on independent journalism and media freedom. (Jago News: 16)

IMF has mentioned revenue deficit, high inflation and weakness in banking sector as main challenges for
Bangladeshi economy. (Jago News: 23)

Iranian Embassy in Dhaka has sent emergency relief supplies for devastating flood victims in
Bangladesh. (R. Tehran: 10)

UN fears that more than 500 Rohingya have drowned in two shipwrecks off Myanmar coast.  (DW: 11)

Iran has launched retaliatory attacks on US military bases in Gulf in response to US attack on Iran.
(BBC: 10)
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PROTESTS IN UKRAINE'S CITIES AGAINST ZELENSKY'S REMOVAL OF DEFENCE
MINISTER

Protests have been taking place in several Ukrainian cities against President Volodymyr
Zelensky's surprise dismissal of popular Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov. A crowd of
people - mostly young - gathered in Kyiv, holding up signs reading "Hands off Fedorov" and
"Stop sabotaging victory!" and chanting "Shame!". Zelensky has not yet explained his
decision, which is causing significant upset among commentators and the military as well as
parts of civil society. Fedorov, 35, was appointed only in January but has been credited with
energizing the ministry, heading a drive against corruption and using data to analyze and try
to improve performance on the front line. MPs were due to vote on Thursday on the
proposed replacement as defence minister, lhor Klymenko, who currently heads the interior
ministry. (BBC News Web Page 16/07/26, FARUK)

IRAN TARGETS MILITARY BASES AS US LAUNCHES WAVE OF STRIKES

Tehran has launched fresh attacks on US military bases in neighbouring Gulf states, while
Washington continued to strike sites across Iran overnight. Tehran said it had struck targets
in the region, including in Jordan, Kuwait and Bahrain, as a sixth day of renewed hostilities
strained their preliminary deal to end the war. Meanwhile, the US military said it inflicted a
six-hour wave of strikes in multiple locations to "degrade Iran's ability to threaten innocent
mariners" in the Strait of Hormuz. The latest exchanges came after US President Donald
Trump warned Iran it had "better behave" or face further military action should Iran not return
to negotiations. On Tuesday, Trump threatened to target Iran's energy infrastructure if
Tehran failed to return to talks. (BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

'MOMENT OF JOY' AS UGANDA DISCHARGES LAST EBOLA PATIENT

The last patient being treated for Ebola in Uganda has been discharged from hospital,
leaving the country with no active confirmed cases of the deadly disease. A 42-day
countdown now begins before Uganda can officially be declared Ebola-free, as long as no
new infections emerge. The first case in this outbreak of the Bundibugyo species of the virus
in Uganda was confirmed in May. The patient was a man who had travelled from
neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo, the outbreak's epicenter, for medical
treatment. In all, Uganda recorded 20 confirmed cases, mostly among visitors from DR
Congo, and two deaths. There have been more than 2,000 confirmed infections and 796
deaths in DR Congo, according to government data. Speaking after Uganda's last Ebola
patient left hospital, Health Minister Dr Chris Baryomunsi described it as "a moment of joy".
"It demonstrates that with early detection, prompt treatment and a strong health system,
Ebola can be defeated." Nevertheless, the ministry of health has urged people to "remain
vigilant". (BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

ELEVEN PEOPLE DIE IN FIRE AT ALGERIAN CHILDREN'S CARE HOME

Eleven people have died in a fire at a foster care facility in Algiers, Algeria's capital city. The
country's civil protection department said 19 others were injured in the blaze, which
firefighters began to tackle at 03:30 local time on Thursday. They were still attempting to
extinguish the fire just over three hours later, when the authorities released an update on the
situation. The civil protection department's statement did not specify the cause of the fire,
nor the ages of those killed or injured. Ten fire engines and 16 ambulances were deployed to
the facility in Mohammadia, an eastern suburb of Algiers. Algeria has been experiencing a
heatwave for several days, and nearly 1,000 fires have been recorded in the space of a
week, the AFP news agency has reported. On Thursday morning, the civil protection
department said it had recorded 115 wildfires over the past 24 hours. Algerian President
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Abdelmadjid Tebboune expressed his condolences following the fire at the children's home,
calling the incident a "tragic loss". (BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

US MILITARY TO START SCREENING FOR TESTOSTERONE DEFICIENCY: HEGSETH
US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has announced that military personnel aged 30 and
older will undergo testing for testosterone deficiency as part of annual health screenings. In
a video posted on X, captioned "High-T Department", Hegseth said he was authorizing the
screening programme for troops to ensure "you have the right testosterone levels to operate
at your absolute best". Troops with low testosterone levels will be offered voluntary hormone
replacement therapy. Chief Pentagon Spokesman Sean Parnell said: "All Active Duty and
Reserve Component personnel aged 30 and older will undergo mandatory screening for
testosterone deficiency during their Periodic Health Assessment." Personnel younger than
age 30 would also be able to request the screening voluntarily, Parnell added.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 800 CANADIAN WILDFIRES BURNING AS AIR QUALITY ALERTS
EXTEND TO US

More than 800 wildfires are burning across Canada, with air quality alerts now extending
south into multiple US states. The air quality in large parts of the northern states of Michigan,
Minneapolis and Minnesota is deemed "hazardous" by the US Air Quality Index program,
with people recommended to stay indoors. Alerts span the Upper Midwest, the Great Lakes
region and into the US's Northeast, the US's national weather service (NOAA) said in an
update on Thursday. There are currently 857 fires actively burning in Canada, including 23
new fires on Thursday, according to the Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre. According
to the Canadian Wildland Fire Information System, the vast majority of wildfires are burning
out of control. The large cluster of fires affecting western areas of Ontario are responsible for
sending thick plumes of smoke and poor air quality across Thunder Bay and Toronto, with
lower concentrations of smoke high in the atmosphere drifting over the Great Lakes and
above New York with hazy skies and redder sunrise and sunsets likely.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

STARMER PLEDGES 'CAST-IRON SUPPORT' FOR UKRAINE ON FINAL VISIT AS PM
Sir Keir Starmer has said the UK's "unwavering" support for Ukraine will continue, on a final
visit to the country as prime minister. He met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to
announce fresh funding worth £255m, including 16 new advanced aircraft, for Ukraine's fight
against Russia. Speaking in the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, he said: "Anyone who thinks that
Ukraine is somehow a drain is just plain wrong - The truth is Ukraine's stand has preserved
European security." Sir Keir's visit, where he was awarded Ukrainian honour the Order of
Freedom, comes amid protests in several Ukrainian cities over Zelensky's surprise dismissal
of popular Defence Minister Mykhailo Fedorov. Zelensky has not yet explained his decision
to get rid of 35-year-old Fedorov, who was appointed in January and credited with heading a
drive against corruption. Ukrainian MPs are expected to vote in Ihor Klymenko, who currently
heads the interior ministry, as Fedorov's replacement on Thursday.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

CRACKDOWN ON 'OBJECTIONABLE' BOOKS IN INDIAN-ADMINISTERED KASHMIR
SPARKS ROW

Authorities in Indian-administered Kashmir have issued a sweeping order to all educational
institutions to review books for "inappropriate and objectionable" content, in a move that has
sparked a debate over who gets to shape the region's history in classrooms. The order,
issued last week, directs schools, colleges, universities and coaching centres to screen all
published material on their premises - including research papers and academic theses - for
content that could violate "religious sentiments, laws, educational values and established
norms". They must also report books deemed objectionable to the authorities. Authorities
insist the directive is not about restricting reading but removing material they say is factually
inaccurate or unlawful, including content that "promotes, glorifies, legitimizes or justifies
terrorism, violent extremism, secessionism, radicalization" or any activity prejudicial to the
security of the nation. But opposition parties, academics and students say the move is an
attack on academic freedom and an attempt to erase Kashmir's turbulent history.

(BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)
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NEW MONKEY SPECIES WITH ORANGE LIPS FOUND 'HIDING' IN DR CONGO
FOREST

A monkey that has striking pinkish-orange lips and a black face - lives in the forests of the
Democratic Republic of Congo - has been confirmed as a new species to science. The
black-furred primate was spotted and photographed hidden away in the high tree canopy of
dense tropical forests in Lomami National Park, in the central east of the country.
Conservationists working there first reported seeing this unusual-looking animal back in
2008. But they captured just one blurry photograph. After another sighting 10 years later, an
international team set out to find and study the monkey and revealed that it was a previously
unknown species. This is only the fifth African monkey species to be discovered in the last
75 years. (BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 500 FEARED DEAD AFTER REPORTS OF BOATS CAPSIZING OFF
MYANMAR

Two boats carrying more than 500 people are feared to have capsized off the coast of
Myanmar in recent days, United Nations agencies have said. According to preliminary
information reported on Thursday by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and
the UN refugee agency (UNHCR), the two vessels departed from Myanmar's Rakhine State
in late June carrying mostly Rohingya passengers. One boat, believed to have been carrying
about 250 people, lost contact shortly after departure. A second boat, reportedly carrying
some 280 people, is believed to have sunk off Myanmar's Ayeyarwady coast on July 8, they
said. "While the incidents and casualty figures have yet to be officially confirmed, UNHCR
and IOM are gravely concerned by the potentially devastating loss of life," read the
statement. Before the latest incidents, more than 300 people had been killed or reported
missing in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal, it said. These included Rohingya refugees
and Bangladeshi nationals, it added. (BBC News Web Page: 16/07/26, FARUK)
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