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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman, during a meeting with a delegation of BGMEA, has assured all
necessary support for development and growth of ready-made garment industry. [Jago FM: 17]

Tarique Rahman has stated that govt. is working to build a transparent, accountable & investment-
friendly environment for a planned, sustainable & corruption-free housing sector in country.[R. Today: 30]

Information & Broadcasting Minister has said philosophy of Bangladeshi nationalism represents country's
only inclusive national identity which embraces all languages, religions, cultures & ethnic communities.
[Jago FM: 21]
LGRD and Co-operatives Minister has informed that local government elections are likely to he held
either by the end of this year or in early 2021. [R. Today: 29]

Health & Family Welfare Minister has said government will introduce home-to-home health screening
program across country to ensure hetter public health & facilitate early detection of serious diseases.
[Jago FM: 26]
Election Commission has decided to make it mandatory to renew National Identity Card for all citizens
after its 15-year validity expires. [Jago FM: 20]

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami has expelled Satkhira-4 MP Gazi Nazrul Islam from the party after an
internal investigation found evidence of moral misconduct. [BBC: 07]

Gas supply to national grid has heen temporarily suspended due to technical fault at LNG terminal.
Industrial units, power plants, CNG stations & other consumers across country are facing gas crisis.

[Jago FM: 23]
Six more children have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [BBC: 07]

Flood situation in Assam, India has deteriorated significantly, with 21 people losing their lives in a
single day. [BBC: 13]

Death toll has risen to 12 following a portion of an under-construction tunnel collapsed in India's Sikkim
state. [BBC: 13]
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UKRAINIAN DRONES HIT MORE SITES OF RUSSIAN ONLINE RETAILER
WILDBERRIES

Ukrainian drones have hit warehouses belonging to Russia's biggest online retailer again,
injuring 15 people, according to the company's founder and regional governors. Logistics
hubs run by Wildberries in two south-west cities were impacted by overnight attacks and
workers evacuated, the founder said. It is the second time Ukraine has attacked the firm's
facilities in four days, with warehouses in Tambov and Elektrostal hit over the weekend,
killing eight people. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said on Wednesday that
Ukraine had hit logistics hubs in the Krasnodar and Stavropol regions "involved in providing
the Russian army with drone components, navigation equipment and other gear". Workers
were evacuated after the attacks on logistics centres in Krasnodar and Nevinnomyssk in the
Stavropol region, Wildberries founder Tatyana Kim said.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

ZELENSKY SACKS UKRAINE'S TOP ARMY COMMANDER AFTER DAYS OF
PROTESTS

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has dismissed the country's army commander-in-
chief, Oleksandr Syrskyi. It comes just days after the removal of popular Defence Minister
Mykhailo Fedorov - a move that triggered street protests across the country. Initial rumours
that the end of Fedorov's tenure was related to a conflict between him and Syrskyi were
soon confirmed. Fedorov, 35, has been widely praised for energizing the ministry and
transforming the armed forces, as well as leading a drive against corruption. Syrskyi, 60, is
seen by many in Ukraine as a Soviet-school commander reluctant to implement radical
changes in the army. Syrskyi defended his record in a farewell address, writing on Telegram:
"An army that was fighting a difficult defensive campaign two years ago is now on the
offensive." (BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

IRAN WAR HAS COST US $37.5BN SO FAR, HEGSETH SAYS, AS PENTAGON SEEKS
BILLIONS MORE

The war with Iran has cost the US some $37.5bn so far - an increase of nearly $8bn since
the last estimate in May, Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth has said. Hegseth told the Senate
Appropriations Committee it was urgent that lawmakers approve another $87bn in
congressional funding for the Pentagon, with $67bn of that destined for operations in the
Middle East. The hearing was disrupted several times by anti-war protesters and ended in a
shouting match between the defence secretary and a senator. It was Hegseth's first
appearance on Capitol Hill since hostilities between the US and Iran restarted last week and
comes after three American soldiers were confirmed killed in the region. The White House
asked Congress in April for $1.5tn for the Pentagon over the next fiscal year, which would
raise American military spending to an all-time high in the modern era.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

INDIA'S MODI GOVERNMENT UNDER GROWING PRESSURE AS 'COCKROACH
PROTESTS INTENSIFY

Pressure has been growing on India's government with thousands of Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) supporters continuing to protest in the capital Delhi despite heavy rains overnight. The
youth-led movement, seeking education reforms and the resignation of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, got a boost on Tuesday when India's main opposition Congress party
leaders protested outside the prime minister's house. They were protesting against the brutal
police crackdown on Monday's CJP protest in which dozens of protesters and policeman
were injured. Congress shared videos of their MP Rahul Gandhi and others being dragged
into buses and taken to detention centres. They were later released. A day after the
violence, they were visited by several senior opposition leaders such as former Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal and veteran politician Sharad Pawar.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

US RENEWS STRIKES ON IRAN AS TRUMP THREATENS TO ATTACK
UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR SITE

The US launched strikes on Iran for the 11th consecutive night late on Tuesday, as Tehran
warned the US against targeting its nuclear facilities. US Central Command (Centcom) said
the wave of strikes were "designed to continue degrading Iran's ability to threaten
commercial shipping" in the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian state media reported that air defences
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were activated in the capital Tehran. Explosions were also reported in the north-western city
of Tabriz, the south-eastern ports of Chabahar and Konarak, and in the southern city of
Bushehr, home to Iran's only nuclear power plant. Iran, which has retaliated against the US
and its Middle East allies, warned of reprisals after Donald Trump said the US would soon hit
an underground nuclear site near Natanz. Iran and the US agreed a ceasefire in April, but
hostilities resumed last week as both countries battled over control of the vital Strait of
Hormuz waterway. (BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

FRANCE PASSES LAW BANNING UNDER-15s FROM SOCIAL MEDIA

France's parliament has approved a law to ban social media for under-15s from January
2027, making it the first European country to block young people from the platforms. The law
will mean everyone in France must verify their age to access social media and comes as the
UK and EU are developing their own limits in response to concerns for children's mental
health. French President Emmanuel Macron has welcomed the move, which he had pledged
to introduce to mark the end of his decade in office. While sceptics have questioned the
law's viability, the government has insisted the online tools to put the age checks in place
are effective and safe. Both the French Senate and National Assembly adopted the ban on
Tuesday, despite criticism from some on the left. (BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)
COCAINE WORTH $370M SEIZED IN LIBERIA'S BIGGEST-EVER DRUGS BUST

A huge quantity of cocaine has been seized during a raid on a suspected illegal storage
facility near Liberia's capital, Monrovia, in what authorities say is the biggest drugs bust in
the country's history. Videos and photos released by police showed dozens of sealed
suitcases and boxes inside a lorry that investigators believed contained high-grade cocaine.
Police chief Gregory Coleman told the BBC that forensic tests had confirmed the substance
was cocaine, with an estimated street value of more than $370m . Several people were
arrested during the raid in Duazon, a town about 20km east of Monrovia, including two
foreigners and several Liberians. (BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

JAPAN TEMPERATURES SOAR OVER 40C, MARKING FIRST 'CRUELLY HOT DAY’
Japan has experienced its first "kokushobi", or "cruelly hot day", as temperatures in parts of
the country climbed past 40C. The term was introduced in April by the country's weather
agency to describe days when temperatures reach 40C, with the aim of more effectively
warning the public about dangerous heat. On Tuesday, temperatures in three central
Japanese cities - Tajimi, Gujo, and Toyoda - hit that threshold. The heat is expected to
continue into next week, said Japan's Meteorological Agency (JMA). It comes as extreme
weather events like heatwaves are becoming more intense around the world. Last year,
Japan saw its highest-ever temperature of 41.8C in the city of Isesaki. Japan currently
already has terms for days over 25C, 30C and 35C.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)

US TO ANNOUNCE DEAL ALLOWING SAUDI ARABIA A NUCLEAR PROGRAMME:
REPORTS

The US and Saudi Arabia are expected to announce a deal that will allow the Gulf kingdom
to develop a civilian nuclear programme, according to US media reports. An announcement
is expected from US President Donald Trump's administration on Wednesday, US officials
were cited as saying. The agreement could be worth billions of dollars to the US, whose
companies could be involved in building a facility to produce enriched uranium, which can be
used as fuel for power plants but also to make nuclear bombs. Nuclear experts and former
officials in Israel - the US's top ally in the Middle East - have voiced concern that the plan
could ultimately lead to Saudi Arabia being able to develop a nuclear weapon. The US
media reports say that, under the terms of the arrangement, after undertaking a joint study
with the US, Saudi Arabia may be allowed to enrich uranium on its soil to produce fuel at a
US-built enrichment facility instead of relying on imported fuel.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/07/26, FARUK)
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