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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has directed all concerned to work with utmost vigilance and
coordination to protect lives and properties in waterlogged areas. [BBC: 03]

Tarique Rahman has asked authorities concerned to implement two major waste-to-energy projects at
Aminbazar and Matuail of Dhaka within stipulated timeframe. [Jago FM: 14]

Heavy rainfall has left large parts of Dhaka submerged in deep water causing immense public sufferings.

[BBC: 04]
51 people have been killed in floods and landslides in Bandarban, Cox's Bazar and Chattogram - BGB
deployed in 11 flood-affected districts. [BBC: 06; R. Today: 29]

HSC and its equivalent examinations under all education hoards except Chattogram Board will be held as
per schedule. [BBC: 05]

Finance Minister has said, govt. will not join any IMF programme that clashes with country’s interest.

[Jago FM: 25]
Former Speaker of Jatiya Sangsad Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar has been laid to eternal rest at Jatiya
Sangsad premises. [BBC: 03]

Bangladesh Prime Minister has condoled death of former Amir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al
Thani. [R. Today: 31]

US has launched fresh wave of strikes in retaliation to Iranian attacks on a ship passing through Strait
of Hormuz. [BBC: 08]
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US LAUNCHES FRESH STRIKES AS IRAN CLOSES STRAIT OF HORMUZ

The US launched a fresh wave of strikes in response to Iranian forces hitting a ship passing
through the Strait of Hormuz. In response to the American strikes, Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) said the waterway was closed until further notice and
launched attacks on US bases and allies in the region. The IRGC said it had hit a US base in
Jordan, while the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain all responded to missiles
and drones from Iran. It comes after incidents earlier this week in which three commercial
tankers were attacked, prompting an exchange of strikes between the US and Iran. Earlier
on Sunday, state media said Iran had closed the Strait until further notice after firing a naval
cruise missile at a vessel that was attempting to sail along an unapproved route.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

CHINA EVACUATES NEARLY TWO MILLION PEOPLE AS POWERFUL TYPHOON
MAKES LANDFALL

A powerful typhoon has made landfall in China, the second to hit the country in a week, with
nearly two million people evacuated from areas in the path of the storm. Typhoon Bauvi,
which spans 1,000km at its widest point - roughly the width of France - first came ashore in
the coastal city of Taizhou on Saturday evening before making a second landfall in Wenzhou
around midnight. After pummelling a chain of remote Japanese islands, it brought heavy
rainfall to Taiwan as it brushed past its northern trip. Earlier landslides triggered by the storm
killed at least 17 people in the Philippines. On Sunday morning, the centre of the typhoon
reached Hangzhou City in Zhejiang province, Chinese state media reported. Forecasters
said the typhoon would move to eastern Anhui on Monday, and to the northern Yellow Sea
from the Shandong Peninsula on Tuesday. Parts of southern China are still reeling from the
devastation brought by Typhoon Maysak earlier this week. Maysak left at least 39 people
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dead and killed large numbers of livestock, resulting in massive agriculture loss. It also
spurred two rare tornadoes in the central Hubei province.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST TWO KILLED IN TORONTO STREET FESTIVAL SHOOTING

At least two people have been killed in gunfire at a street festival in Toronto. Police in the
Canadian city initially received reports of an active shooter on St Clair Avenue at
approximately 20:12 local time, where a salsa festival was being held. Six victims with
gunshot wounds were found by police, who said two people had been pronounced dead at
the scene. At a press conference hours after the shooting, police said there had been an
exchange of gunfire at the festival between two individuals, and two firearms had been
recovered from the scene. Police were yet to arrest anyone in connection with the shooting,
and investigations were ongoing. (BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

US DEMOCRAT RO KHANNA SAYS HE WAS DETAINED BY ARMED ISRAELI
SETTLERS

US Congressman Ro Khanna says he was detained for 90 minutes by armed Israeli settlers
during a visit to the occupied West Bank. Khanna, 49, had been in a van with his team when
they were surrounded by settlers wielding M4 rifles on Wednesday, he told Reuters news
agency. Writing on X, Khanna said that when the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) arrived, "they
sided with the settlers and continued our detention”. The BBC has reached out to the IDF for
comment. The Israeli military said in a statement troops and police officers took action after
getting a report settlers had blocked vehicles in the area. "Upon their arrival, the troops
dispersed the Israeli civilians and allowed the vehicles to continue on their way," the IDF
said. Khanna was visiting the ruins of Khirbet Zanuta, on a fact-finding visit to look at the
impact of Israeli occupation of the area. (BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

MUSLIM JUDGE IN INDIA FACES DEATH THREATS AFTER CONVICTING 'COW
VIGILANTES'

An Indian judge has become the target of online abuse and death threats days after she
sentenced 14 men to life imprisonment for lynching a man to death. On 12 June, the
additional district and sessions judge of a court in Madhya Pradesh state, Tabassum Khan,
found the men guilty of offences including murder, attempt to murder, rioting and wrongful
restraint. The crime took place in 2022, when 50-year-old Nazir Ahmed was transporting
cattle at night and was intercepted by a group of self-styled "gau rakshaks" (cow protectors),
armed with sticks and rods. Hindus consider cows sacred and killing them is illegal in many
states. The men dragged Ahmed and his two companions out of the vehicle and brutally
assaulted them on suspicion of smuggling cows. Ahmed later succumbed to his injuries
while his companions survived to tell the court what happened. In her judgement, Khan
noted that the crime was a clear case of mob lynching. But the verdict has made her the
target of religious hate. In the days following the judgement, numerous videos abusing and
threatening Khan, a Muslim, surfaced online. The videos implied that Khan had acted
against the men because they were Hindu. (BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)
SOUTH AFRICA WORLD CUP MIDFIELDER ADAMS DIES AGED 25

South Africa and Mamelodi Sundowns midfielder Jayden Adams has died at the age of 25,
just weeks after featuring for his country at the World Cup. Adams featured in all three of
South Africa's group games at the tournament, where they reached the knockout stages
before losing to co-hosts Canada in the round of 32. "It is with profound shock and a heavy
heart that | have learnt of the passing of Jayden Adams," South Africa's minister of sport,
arts and culture Gayton McKenzie said, in a statement. Police in South Africa said they had
opened an investigation after the body of a 25-year-old man was found at a house in
Schotschekloof, a suburb in central Cape Town, on Saturday morning. The South African
Football Players Union said it was "devastated by the untimely passing" of Adams who made
his debut for his country in 2022. Jayden had only recently represented South Africa at the
2026 World Cup, carrying the hopes of the nation with pride, courage and distinction.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

MORE THAN 40 KIDNAPPED CHILDREN AND TEACHERS FREED AFTER NIGERIAN
ARMY OPERATION

Nigeria's military says it has freed all 44 pupils and teachers who were abducted two months
ago from schools in the southern state of Oyo, and arrested some of their captors. A local
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teachers union has told the BBC of its "relief* - but families say the ordeal has been
harrowing and they are still waiting to be reunited with their loved ones. The military said that
several soldiers died in the rescue mission. The freed captives are currently receiving
medical treatment at an undisclosed hospital and will return home at a later date, army
spokesman Danjuma Jonah Danjuma said in a statement issued on Friday evening. A
renewed wave of mass kidnappings has hit Nigeria in recent months, and insecurity remains
a major issue ahead of next year's general election. The government says it is stepping up
security around schools and vulnerable communities but critics say it is not enough.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

SIXTEEN STARVE TO DEATH In UGANDA AS DROUGHT KILLS CROPS

The Ugandan government says at least 16 people have died from hunger in recent weeks in
the north-eastern region of Karamoja due to a prolonged drought. Farmers say they've lost
crops because the area received little or no rain since April - the beginning of the planting
season. Experts warn the region's recurring shortages are caused by climate change, poor
rainfall, deforestation, overgrazing and crops pests. Together, they leave communities
increasingly vulnerable to hunger. Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja says thousands of
families have been left without food as the dry spell has destroyed crops, and her office is to
seek cabinet approval on Monday to buy more supplies for affected areas. The government
says it has started distributing emergency food aid. Large areas of maize, sorghum and
soybeans have withered, shattering hopes of a bumper harvest. Experts are calling for better
forecasting, investment in irrigation and drought-resistant crops. (BBC News Web Page:
12/07/26, FARUK)

UKRAINE'S ZELENSKY ANNOUNCES CABINET RESHUFFLE, REPLACES PM
SVYRYDENKO

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky has announced a government reshuffle, as well as
proposing the replacement of Prime Minister Yulia Svyrydenko and the heads of some law
enforcement agencies. "Ukraine is changing its political strategy. Each priority foreign policy
direction will be overseen by a specific individual with substantial experience who is capable
of delivering on the agreements reached at the leaders' level and fulfilling the expectations of
the Ukrainian people," Zelensky said on Sunday in a lengthy post on social media. Zelensky
also said there would be changes in the leadership of law enforcement agencies.

(BBC News Web Page: 12/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



