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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has announced that 41 lakh families will be brought under Family Card
programme within a year. [Jago FM: 17]

Prime Minister has urged countrymen to keep environment clean to make Bangladesh livable.
[R. Today: 26]

Death toll in flood has risen to 54 in country, over 6 lakh affected in floods and landslides.  [BBC: 20]

Disaster Management and Relief Ministry has allocated over Tk 4 crore and 8,950 metric tonnes of rice
for flood victims across country. [Jago FM: 16]

Health and Family welfare Ministry has cancelled leave for healthcare workers in 11 flood-affected
districts to ensure uninterrupted medical services. [R. Today: 28]

Malaysian Immigration Department has detained 503 undocummented foreigners in different raids.
[Jago FM: IT]

UN CHIEF has expressed deep concern for remewed military confrontations in Gulf region urging all
parties to exercise maximum restraint. [BBC: 31]

UK is banning support for Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps for threat to national security.
[BBC: 10]

At least 28 people have heen killed in fire at bar in Thai capital Bangkok. [BBC: 30]
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BBC

AT LEAST 28 KILLED, 25 CRITICALLY INJURED AFTER FIRE ENGULFS BANGKOK
BAR

A huge fire tore through a bar in Bangkok late on Sunday, killing at least 28 people and
leaving 25 critically injured. The blaze started near the stage of the bar in the popular
Chatuchak district, then spread rapidly, cutting power and engulfing the room with smoke,
eyewitnesses say. Footage posted online show panicked customers screaming as they fled -
some with their clothes on fire - through the flame-enveloped front door of Rong Beer Na Lat
Phrao. Firefighters, who arrived at the scene just after midnight, quickly extinguished the fire.
They found the bodies of most of the victims in a bathroom, where they had apparently
sought shelter. Preliminary investigation by Bangkok's disaster mitigation department
suggest the fire could have been caused by an electrical short circuit in an air conditioner,
though no official cause has been given. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)
PETROL AND DIESEL PRICES CREEPING UP AGAIN

Earlier, the EU's energy task force said there is "no immediate security of supply concern”
over oil and gas this winter. But, the UK's Royal Automobile Club (RAC) have released some
new figures this morning showing that prices at the pumps in the UK are climbing following a
resumption of attacks between the US and Iran. The average price of a litre of petrol had
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reached a high of 159.53p in May during the conflict, but had fallen back since by 9p to
150.59p at the beginning of last week. Over the weekend it's crept up to 151.19p. Diesel,
which had hit 191.54p a litre in April, had dropped 27p to 164.52p before climbing to 164.85p
on Monday. At the start of the conflict, petrol had been 132.83p a litre on average, and diesel
142.38p. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

JET FUEL SUPPLY IS STABLE DESPITE VOLATILE SITUATION: EU

Fewer ships transiting the Strait of Hormuz - a key supply route for imports into Europe - had
raised fears of jet fuel shortages. In a statement released on Sunday following a meeting on
Friday, the European Union's energy task force has quelled those concerns. The task force
says the supply of jet fuel "remains overall stable so far" despite the "volatile" situation in the
Middle East. It also says there is "no immediate security of supply concern" over oil and gas
this winter. Gas prices are still above pre-conflict levels, although "volatility has remained
relatively low and prices are significantly lower than levels seen in the 2022 energy crisis," it
adds. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

STRAIT IS A HIGH-RISK ZONE: IRAN EMBASSY IN UK

Iran has established a temporary safe maritime corridor “free of technical and military
barriers” in compliance with the Islamabad memorandum of understanding, the country's
embassy in the UK has said. In a post on X, the embassy claims the Strait of Hormuz has
turned into a "high-risk zone" for maritime traffic due to US military aggression. It also
accuses the US of pushing vessels toward a "dangerous southern parallel route”, referring to
the Joint Maritime Information Center advising ships to take a route through Omani waters in
the south of the strait. The route is described by the embassy as being "unsafe, unreliable,
and prone to accidents". (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

UK, FRANCE AND GERMANY CONDEMN 'RECKLESS ATTACKS' ON SHIPS: JOINT
STATEMENT

The UK, France and Germany have condemned Iran's "reckless attacks" on vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz and in Bahrain, Oman and Jordan. In a joint statement issued last night,
before the latest round of overnight attacks, the E3 group called for the "swift and full"
resumption of shipping in the strait. The US military said it carried out a wave of strikes in
response to Iranian attacks on commercial ships in the vital waterway. Iran said it retaliated
with strikes on US military bases in Kuwait, Jordan and Bahrain.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

'"ABSOLUTELY UNTRUE'": IRAN DISPUTE TRUMP'S 'NO NUCLEAR' DEAL

On Sunday, President Donald Trump told NBC Iran had agreed to a deal with the US during
talks over the weekend. He said: "They agreed to a deal yesterday, a perfect deal for us. No
nuclear, no this, no that, no nothing. They gave up everything." On Monday, Iran's foreign
ministry spokesman called Trump's comments "absolutely untrue”. Esmail Baghaei says no
topic other than the Strait of Hormuz was discussed during a meeting between the two
countries in Oman on Saturday. Mediators are continuing their efforts in negotiations
between the US and Iran, he adds. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

UN CHIEF WARNS OF 'CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES'

The UN secretary-general said on Sunday he was "deeply concerned" by the renewed
military confrontations in the Gulf region, urging all parties to exercise"maximum constraint"”.
In the statement, made before a further set of US strikes overnight on Sunday, Antonio
Guterres warned that a return to full-scale hostilities would have"catastrophic
consequences". He also called for the restoration of "full freedom of navigation” in the Strait
of Hormuz. The secretary-general's comments were criticized by Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmail Baghaei, who said on Sunday that Iran's strikes on US bases in the
region were a "legitimate and lawful exercise of its inherent right to self-defence under
international law". He also called on Guterres to urge the countries in the region to stop
allowing the US to use their territories "as launchpads for aggression against Iran".

(BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

WILDFIRE RAGING SOUTH OF PARIS COULD HAVE BEEN SET DELIBERATELY:
MINISTER

The battle by firefighters in France to bring under control a large wildfire raging in forests
south of the country's capital is entering its second day. The Fontainebleau forest blaze,
described by officials as "virulent" and of "exceptional scale", partially closed the country's



33

main north-south highway. Interior minister Laurent Nunez has indicated the blaze may have
been deliberately set, after officials said the fire had raced across 800 hectares in the forest
about 40 miles south-east of Paris. The Paris region is suffering through its third heatwave
this year during a summer in which temperature records have been broken in several
countries across Europe. It is the first time firefighting planes had been sent up from the
normally drier and hotter south of the country to tackle fires in the Paris really, Eric Brocardi,
of France's national federation of firefighters, said. Two firefighting helicopters and an
observation aircraft had also been deployed, he added, according to French news agency
Agence France-Presse. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA SAYS MORE THAN 53,000 FOREIGNERS DEPORTED IN MIGRATION
CAMPAIGN

The South African government says more than 53,000 foreign nationals have been deported
or repatriated since launching a "migration management" campaign five weeks ago. Most
were from Malawi, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique, officials say, and the number is likely to rise
as repatriations and deportations continue. South Africa is carrying out one of its biggest
crackdowns on undocumented migrants in years, following weeks of anti-immigration
protests that have seen violence, intimidation and looting. Protesters have been demanding
tighter border controls and mass deportations, accusing migrants of contributing to high
unemployment, rising crime rates and collapse of public services. The UN has warned
against using migrants as scapegoats for South Africa's socioeconomic challenges. Anti-
migrant activists have threatened to stage weekly protests to pressure the government until
their demands are met, and there are fears the protests could turn violent.

(BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

SUDAN'S PARAMILITARY RSF CHIEF SENTENCED TO DEATH OVER WAR CRIMES

A Sudanese court has sentenced the leader of the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo to death for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide
over atrocities committed in the West Darfur region. The court in Port Sudan, an area under
the control of the army, convicted Dagalo - known as Hemedti - in absentia, along with 15
other senior RSF members, who were given the same sentence. The RSF has not
commented on the verdict, but previously rejected accusations of war crimes during the
conflict. The trial centred on alleged atrocities committed in the regional capital el-Geneina,
including the June 2023 killing of the state governor, Khamis Abbakar. The court also found
the 16 defendants guilty of orchestrating attacks on civilians, widespread destruction and
looting of property, and the targeting of schools, places of worship and residential
neighbourhoods. Among those sentenced were Hemedti's brother and deputy, Abdelrahim
Hamdan Dagalo, another brother, Al-Qoni Hamdan Dagalo, and the RSF's West Darfur
commander, Abdul Rahman Juma Barkallah. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)
HEAVY RAINS AND FLASH FLOODS IN BANGLADESH LEAVE 51 DEAD

At least 51 people have died and more than a million affected by heavy rainfall in
Bangladesh in recent days. Thousands have lost their homes as flash floods and landslides
hit large parts of the country, including the capital Dhaka. More than half the deaths so far
have occurred in Cox's Bazar, home to a large Rohingya refugee population. Last week
several students and a teacher were killed in that district when floodwaters swept through
their school. Bangladesh is a low-lying country that has many rivers, and often sees heavy
rain and floods during its annual monsoon season. But experts warn that climate change has
made rainfall more intense and more frequent. The heavy rain began more than a week ago
and as it intensified in recent days, authorities issued warnings about floods and landslides,
evacuated families in high risk areas, and postponed student exams. Thousands of people
are now living in government shelters. As of Sunday, more than 1 million people have been
affected by the rain, according to authorities. Twenty-eight out of the 51 deaths reported so
far have been in Cox's Bazar. The district is home to more than a million Rohingya who
make up the world's largest refugee settlement. In Dhaka, traffic has slowed in the capital as
residents report of flooded streets, with the water rising up to knee level in some areas,
according to BBC Bangla. Some local media outlets on Monday questioned previous
governments efforts to fix the drainage systems in Dhaka. Sarder Udoy Raihan of the Flood
Forecasting and Warning Centre told the AFP news agency that the situation in the
southeast of the country was likely to improve soon. But with the monsoon continuing to
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affect the northeastern and northern parts of Bangladesh, "there is a possibility of further
inundation”, he warned. (BBC News Web Page: 13/07/26, FARUK)

- THE END ::



