Daily Monitoring Report

\ A<\ Directorate of Monitoring
(| \) Bangladesh Betar, Dhaka
‘ / e-mail: dmr.dm @ betar.gov.bd

‘W@é@ Srabon 01, 1433 Bangla, July 16, 2026, Thursday, No. 191, 56% year

HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has said, government has taken a plan to bring all welfare-oriented
citizen henefits under a single card called "Universal Card'. (Jago News: 09)

Tarique Rahman tells Jatiya sangsad that government will no way tolerate extremism or militancy in
country. (BBC: 03)

Education Minister has informed that students who could not sit for ongoing HSC and equivalent
examinations due to adverse weather will get another chance. (BBC: 04)

Disaster Management and Relief Minister has warned that no irregularities and nepotism will be
tolerated in distribution of relief in flood-hit areas. (Jago News: 19)

Home Minister has said, there is no scope for ousted former prime minister Sheikh Hasina to surrender
after returning back to Bangladesh. (BBC: 04)

Domestic and foreign assets of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and 10 industrial groups worth a
total of Tk76,000 crore have heen frozen. (R. Today: 22)

Press Information Department has called on media outlets to refrain from publishing false information
and misleading contents created with AL (Jago News: 14)

Human Rights Support Society has reported that 133 people were killed in mob violence in country
during last six months. (BBC: 03)

Nine people have heen killed by BSF along Bangladesh-India border in last six months. (DW: 09)

US President Donald Trump has threatened to strike Iran's bridges and power plants if the country does
not return to talks. (BBC: 05)
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https://www.thedailystar.net/news/politics/news/hasina-tells-reuters-she-and-senior-al-leaders-plan-return-bangladesh-around-dec-and-surrender-4220596
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RUSSIAN ATTACKS KILL EIGHT AS UKRAINE HITS BLACK SEA OIL TANKERS

Eight people have been killed across Ukraine in overnight and early morning Russian
attacks, local officials say. In the Black Sea port of Odesa, three people were killed and
another three injured in a "massive" drone and missile strike, regional head Oleh Kiper said.
It was the fifth day in which Russia has hit the region. In the north-eastern city of Sumy,
three people were killed and 17 injured in shelling by guided aerial bombs, said acting Mayor
Artem Kobzar. Another two casualties were reported in the central Dnipropetrovsk region
and Zaporozhzhia, in the south. Meanwhile, Ukraine's military said its drones hit 20 Russian
vessels, including 17 oil tankers, in the Black Sea overnight. The Russian ministry of
defence confirmed it had attacked Odesa, saying it had deliberately targeted port
infrastructure, "used for the unloading of petroleum, oil and lubricants".

(BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

IRAN THREATENS TO BLOCK MORE TRADE ROUTES AS US LAUNCHES FRESH
STRIKES

Iran has threatened to block further trading routes in the region, as the US launched a fresh
wave of strikes on military targets. Iran's Revolutionary Guards said the Strait of Hormuz
would remain shut until the US ends its "acts of aggression" and said other regional oil and
gas export channels could also be closed. The warning came as the US military's Central
Command (Centcom) said it had carried out drone, air and navy strikes on Iran on
Wednesday morning, in addition to a seven-hour operation overnight. US President Donald
Trump vowed to strike Iran's bridges and power plants next week if the country does not
return to talks. The escalation in rhetoric comes after Trump said a 20% toll he had
threatened to impose in the Strait of Hormuz would be replaced by "massive" trade and
investment deals with Gulf states. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

ITALY'S MELONI SUFFERS SURPRISE SETBACK IN CLOSE VOTE ON ELECTORAL
REFORM

Italy's Giorgia Meloni coalition government has lost a crucial vote on an amendment to
electoral reform - a significant setback ahead of next year's general election. In a secret
ballot in Italy's lower house of parliament on Wednesday evening, MPs rejected a proposal
spearheaded by her party, Brothers of Italy (Fdl), by 188 votes to 187 - indicating that
several of Meloni's MPs voted against the amendment. In an angry post on social media
after the vote, she said the result had been "a missed opportunity for Italians". Meloni did not
address calls from the opposition to resign and bring forward the general election, currently
planned for autumn 2027. The proposed reform would see Italy move to a fully proportional
system which would award a bonus to the party or coalition with the largest share of the
vote, even if they fall short of a majority. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

TRUMP RETREAT OVER HORMUZ TOLLS SUGGESTS HE IS STRUGGLING TO END
IRAN WAR
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Donald Trump's latest Iran war demand lasted all of 24 hours and suggests a president
searching for unorthodox ways out of a difficult position. On Monday morning, in a social
media post announcing the resumption of an American naval blockade on Iranian shipping,
he said that all vessels transiting the Strait of Hormuz - including those of US allies - must
pay a 20% fee to reimburse the US "for any and all costs necessary to do the job of
providing safety and security to this very volatile section of the world". The following day, he
abandoned that proposal completely, offering instead that he would strike "trade and
investment deals" with America's Gulf allies, implying the US would offer them safe passage
through the Strait in return. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

CHINA ECONOMIC GROWTH FALLS SHARPLY, MISSING TARGET

China's economic growth slowed sharply between the start of April and end of June as weak
domestic demand and the Iran war's impact on oil prices overshadowed the country's strong
exports. Official gross domestic product (GDP) figures showed the world's second largest
economy grew in the second quarter by 4.3%, below Beijing's annual target, and after a 5%
rise in the first quarter. It comes a day after separate data showed China's exports had
jumped by 27% in June compared to a year earlier. In March, China cut the growth target to
a range of 4.5%-5%, its lowest economic expansion goal since 1991, a move some analysts
say has given Beijing space to acknowledge pre-existing economic weakness. The
announcement represents the first full quarter of GDP data since the start of the Iran war on
28 February and marks the lowest quarterly expansion since the end of 2022, as China was
emerging from its strict Covid-19 restrictions. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)
MILLIONS IN CANADA SWELTER AS HEATWAVE CONTINUES TO MOVE EAST
Another record-breaking heatwave has hit parts of Canada and the US, bringing extreme
temperatures and poor air quality. Extreme heat warnings have been in place across
multiple Canadian provinces, including most of Ontario and part of Quebec, Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories - affecting millions of people. The high temperatures are expected
to continue for Canada, as well as for parts of the US Midwest and Northeast, into
Wednesday as the strong area of high pressure moves eastwards. It has already led to all-
time temperature records being broken in parts of Montana and Utah, and comes after a
record-breaking heatwave hit large portions of the US earlier this month. The Canadian city
of Toronto was braced for possible record-breaking heat on Tuesday, but stopped short at
98F. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

SIX PEOPLE FOUND DEAD IN LIFT SHAFT AFTER FIRE IN CENTRAL BRUSSELS
BUILDING

Six people have died in a fire at a building under construction in Brussels on Tuesday, local
authorities have said. The bodies were recovered from a lift blocked in a shaft at the Oxy
tower in the centre of the city, in an operation that lasted several hours. The cause of the
fire, which broke out around 08:00, is unclear. While the fire was put out quickly, firefighters
discovered it had spread to the lift shafts, where two lifts were stuck. Officials earlier said at
least six people were missing, and that rescuers had found several victims after prying one
lift open. The prosecutor's office later confirmed six bodies had been retrieved from one lift,
according to local media. (BBC News Web Page: 15/07/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::
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