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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Tarique Rahman has congratulated newly appointed PM of UK Andy Burnham & expressed confidence
that Bangladesh & UK will continue to strengthen their longstanding partnership under his leadership.

[R. Today: 19]
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister has said that Mandatory pre-litigation mediation has
reduced new case filings hy average 62% on pilot basis program. [Jago FM: 13]

Religious Affairs Minister has announced 2027 Hajj packages setting the lowest cost at Tk 505,648 under
government management and Tk 513,648 under private management. [BBC: 06]

Bangladesh Inter-Education Board Examination Regulatory Committee said information circulated on social
media regarding exam schedule of Chittagong Education Board is completely false, haseless & motivated.

[Jago FM: 13]
EC has decided to propose expanding disqualification criteria for candidates in local government elections
by making loan guarantors who become defaulters, hill defaulters, MPO-listed teachers & dual citizens.

[Jago FM: 1T]
Bangladesh CNG Filling Station and Conversion Workshop Owners Association has threatened to shut
down CNG filling stations across country from August 23 demanding increase in commission.

[Jago FM: 1T]
TIB has expressed deep concern over ruling party's unilateral use to introduce hills, violations of Rules
of Procedure, laws and formation of parliamentary standing committees in Jatiya Sangsad.

[Jago FM: 18]
Members of BGB has prevented India's BSF from installing cement boundary posts near the Patgram
border in Lalmonirhat. [Jago FM: 13]

Student protests in New Delhi have turned violent after more than 100 people injured in police action
against thousands of demonstrators during march on parliament. [R. Tehran: 09]

Qatar formally notified UN Security Council, condemning recent Iranian attacks, accusing Tehran of
violating international law, and demanding full financial compensation. [BBC: 07]
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BBC

US LAUNCHES FRESH STRIKES ON IRAN, AS TRUMP WARNS OF RETALIATION

The US military says it launched another round of strikes against Iran to "further degrade" its
capabilities to attack ships in the Strait of Hormuz. The strikes - the 10th consecutive night of
attacks - come after US President Donald Trump vowed to punish Iran for the deaths of US
soldiers. In response, Iran said it struck two oil tankers in the waterway, as well as US
military assets in Bahrain, Kuwait and Jordan, state news agency IRNA reported. President
Masoud Pezeshkian said Iran was now fighting a "full-scale war" with the US. Trump earlier
said Iran had been hit "very hard" the previous night "in honour" of three US soldiers killed
recently - two in Jordan and one in Irag. (BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)
LEBANESE ARMY TROOPS DEPLOYING IN 'PILOT ZONE' ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL
Lebanon's army says its troops have begun deploying to a "pilot zone" in the south of the
country following the withdrawal of Israeli forces under a US-brokered agreement reached
last month. A statement from the army command said units had entered the village of Zawtar
al-Gharbiyeh in Nabatieh district on Tuesday morning. On Monday night, Israel's military
confirmed the start of the pilot zone plan, which should see Israeli troops pulling out of a
small part of the territory occupied during their conflict with Hezbollah as well as the
disarmament of the Iran-backed group. It comes ahead of a meeting in Washington between
US President Donald Trump and his Lebanese counterpart, Joseph Aoun. Aoun is expected
to urge Trump to put pressure on Israel to withdraw from the rest of southern Lebanon and
to provide support to the Lebanese army to take full control of areas where Hezbollah hold
away. (BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)

INDIA'S 'COCKROACH' PROTEST CONTINUES A DAY AFTER POLICE CRACKDOWN
Thousands have gathered again in the Indian capital Delhi a day after a police crackdown on
supporters of India's Cockroach Janta Party (CJP), a youth-led movement seeking education
reforms and resignation of Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan. Tens of thousands of
young men and women had turned up for Monday's protest and tried to march on
parliament, defying a police ban. Central Delhi witnessed overwhelming violence, with at
least 60 protesters wounded when police used batons and tear gas on them. Policemen also
tore down the stage and makeshift tents at the main protest venue. Police said 118 of their
personnel were also injured and 70 protesters have been detained. Police and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government have not commented on the use of sticks and tear gas
against protesters. Opposition parties have condemned the violence.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN WARSHIP CARRIED OUT FIRING EXERCISE OFF PLYMOUTH COAST

A Russian warship, shadowed by a Royal Navy vessel, carried out a live-fire artillery
exercise just 46 miles south of Plymouth on Monday. The Royal Navy monitored the
exercise and is continuing to "track the vessel's activity closely", a Ministry of Defence (MoD)
spokesperson said. The Russian frigate, Neustrashimy (English: Dauntless), was also being
monitored by a French military aircraft which made radio contact with the warship asking it to
clarify its intentions, the BBC has been told. The BBC was told that, prior to opening fire, the
Russian warship had informed the Royal Navy Offshore Patrol Vessel, HMS Tyne, of its
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intention to conduct gunnery activity. The Russian warship requested that HMS Tyne
reposition to a safer distance, which it did. The Russian live-fire exercise took place in
international waters and lasted for 30 minutes. (BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)
BBC REVEALS OFFICIAL REPORT INTO DEADLY MILITARY JET CRASH AT SCHOOL
IN BANGLADESH

The BBC has revealed the results of an official report into why a Bangladesh Air Force
training plane crashed into a packed school. The investigation say the pilot flew at an angle
that could stall the jet's engine, but that there may have been a bird strike just before he
changed altitude. It highlights possible gaps in his supervision and training experience. At
least 36 people - most of them children - were killed when the aircraft hit Milestone School
and College in July 2025. (BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)

AT LEAST 20 DEAD AND MORE THAN 100 MISSING IN AFGHAN FLOODS

Flash floods caused by torrential rain in eastern Afghanistan on Monday have killed at least
20 people and left more than 100 missing, the Taliban government said. Parun, the capital of
Nuristan province, suffered the brunt of the damage, with the city's mayor among those
missing. More than 80 residents have also been wounded. Taliban officials say they expect
"severe financial and human losses". Footage posted on social media shows homes, shops
and municipal buildings severely destroyed. Afghanistan is among the nations most
vulnerable to the extreme impact of climate change and natural disasters, including storms
and droughts. It is also one of the poorest nations in the world, having been ravaged by
decades of war which culminated in the withdrawal of a US-led coalition and the Taliban
retaking control in 2021. The recent flood "completely destroyed the municipality" of Parun,
Ashiqullah Safi, who leads local NGO Shpoul, told AFP news agency.

(BBC News Web Page: 21/07/26, FARUK)

ASEAN DIPLOMATS VOICE 'SERIOUS CONCERN' OVER IRAN WAR AND ENERGY
CRISIS

Southeast Asian nations are "deeply concerned" about the impact of blockades of key
maritime trade routes in the Middle East, their top diplomats have said. Foreign Ministers
from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and their key partners met in the
Philippines on Tuesday against a backdrop of instability due to the global impact on trade
and energy supplies caused by the US-Israel war on Iran and the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, as well as territorial disputes with Beijing in the South China Sea. Southeast Asian
countries have a combined gross domestic product (GDP) of $3.8 trillion but are highly
exposed to supply limitations caused by the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, as they are
heavily dependent on Gulf countries for their oil imports. At the ongoing ASEAN summit in
Manila, heads of state and top diplomats from the region are seeking to agree on an oil-
sharing mechanism to mitigate the impact of the war on Iran.
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INDIA TUNNEL COLLAPSE AT A HYDROPOWER PROJECT KILLS 10 AS 17 REMAIN
MISSING

At least 20 people have died and 17 others remain missing after a suspected gas explosion
triggered the collapse of a tunnel under construction at a hydropower project in India's
northeastern state of Sikkim, officials said. The blast ripped through the tunnel on Monday at
Samardung village, near the border with Bhutan and Tibet in the Himalayas, officials said.
Multiple workers were carrying out construction projects on the 500-megawatt project for the
state-owned National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) on the Teesta River.
Survivors told authorities they heard a loud explosion before debris came crashing through
the tunnel, trapping dozens inside. NHPC said in a statement that a sudden burst of gas
suspected to be methane trapped or embedded in rocks in the tunnel caused the blast.
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