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HIGHLIGHTS

Bangladesh Prime Minister is now in China in an official visit after concluding his two-day state wvisit to
Malaysia. [R. Today: 22]

Prime Minister Tarique Rahman has urged his Malaysian counterpart to reopen country’s labour market
for Bangladeshi workers as soon as possible. [BBC: 03]

Bangladesh and Malaysia have declared joint statement to strengthen cooperation in new areas including
trade --- Signed one MoU and exchanged two instruments after holding bilateral talks.

[BBC: 03; R. Today: 22]
Home Minister has said, government has decided to deploy army in 6 districts marking Awami League’s
founding anniversary to prevent any acts of sabotage. [R. Today: 24]

Information and Broadcasting Minister has said, government has taken different steps to prevent
spreading of rumor and misinformation. [Jago FM: 19]

Education Minister has informed that government will recruit 50,000 teachers for primary schools within
next three months. [BBC: 0T]

Religious Affairs Ministry has issued show-cause notices to four Hajj agencies for failing to provide proof
of completion of sacrifing animals during this year’s Hajj. [Jago FM: 13]

Bangladesh Bank has decided to appoint administrators to refund small depositors of five Non-Bank
financial institutions. [DW: 11]

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has announced his resignation accepting his party’s decision.

[BBC: 08]

Mediators from Pakistan and Qatar has said, U.S. and Iran made encouraging progress on ceasefire
agreement. [BBC: 28]
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FIRST ROUND OF US-IRAN TALKS ENDS WITH ENCOURAGING PROGRESS:
MEDIATORS

The first round of negotiations between the US and Iran to reach a final deal to end the war
has ended with "encouraging progress"”, mediators Qatar and Pakistan say. In a joint
statement early on Monday, Qatar and Pakistan said that a "High Level Committee" had
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agreed to "a roadmap towards reaching a final deal within 60 days". Iran's foreign minister
Sayed Abbas Araghchi said there had been "major progress” towards ending the conflict in
Lebanon. The memorandum of understanding (MoU) signed last week includes a
commitment to ending the fighting on "all fronts" - including Lebanon - and the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz. "Pakistani and Qatari mediation has delivered major progress to end
Lebanon War," Araghchi posted on social media. (BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)
TRUMP-BACKED POLITICAL OUTSIDER WINS COLOMBIA ELECTION, INITIAL COUNT
SHOWS

Right-wing candidate Abelardo de la Espriella has narrowly won Colombia's presidential
election, an initial vote count shows, marking a dramatic shift in how the government will
tackle the country's internal armed conflict and violence. De la Espriella, who was endorsed
by Donald Trump, has pledged a military crackdown on illegal armed groups, drug trafficking
and crime. He appeared to defeat left-wing lvan Cepeda, a close ally of the president,
Gustavo Petro. With over 99% of votes counted, de la Espriella had won nearly 49.7% of the
vote, while Cepeda won 48.7%, according to an initial count of the runoff election.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

LARGEST EVER COCAINE BUST IN AUSTRALIA AFTER POLICE RAID
UNDERGROUND BUNKER

Australian police have seized 2.7 tonnes of cocaine - the country's largest ever such bust -
from an underground bunker system in western Sydney. The drugs, with an estimated street
value of A$816m, were found on Friday in compartments concealed beneath false floors in
three shipping containers at a property in Londonderry. Two men aged 21 and 25, who
allegedly attempted to flee from police, were arrested at the scene and charged with
possessing a commercial quantity of an unlawfully imported border-controlled drug. Police
say the cocaine was smuggled into Australia via the small town of Midge Point in North
Queensland on the orders of an organized crime group. The two men, who were remanded
in custody after appearing in court on Saturday, face life in prison if convicted.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

RUSSIAN TROOP BUILD-UP THREATENS CITY SEEN AS KEY TO SEIZING UKRAINE'S
DONBAS

Russian troops have infiltrated the strategic city of Kostyantynivka in eastern Ukraine and
are now trying to surround it. The entire city is now effectively in a "grey zone", no longer
controlled by anyone, Ukrainian soldiers have told the BBC. "They get into areas behind our
backs and in urban conditions it's extremely difficult to push them out," says a Ukrainian
drone pilot who operates in that area and prefers to remain anonymous. Kostyantynivka is a
gateway to the rest of the Donbas region. If it falls, Russian forces would be able push
towards Ukraine's last remaining strongholds in the east, the cities of Kramatorsk and
Sloviansk, and move closer to seizing Donbas completely, one of the Kremlin's key
objectives in this war. (BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

JAPAN QUINTUPLES VISA FEES IN FIRST PRICE HIKE SINCE 1978

Japan has implemented a five-fold increase to visa fees for all foreigners, marking the first
price hike in nearly 50 years. From 1 July, single-entry visa fees will be raised from the
current 3,000 yen to 15,000 yen, while multi-entry visas will now cost 30,000 yen, up from
6,000 yen. The visas fee revisions - the first since 1978 - were made to "reflect inflation and
exchange rate fluctuations", Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi told reporters on Friday.
"We do not anticipate that it will have an immediate impact on inbound tourism,” he added.
The Japanese yen has been weakening continually since 2021, and is how hovering near
historic 40-year lows. This, along with a post-pandemic travel rebound, has led to a surge in
tourists to Japan. The country welcomed a record 42.7m international tourists last year. In
May, Japan's Upper House enacted a bill to raise other fees relevant to foreigners.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

SCHOOLS CLOSE AS MORE THAN HALF OF FRANCE UNDER RED HEAT ALERTS
Forty-nine of France's 96 regions are under a red heat alert, as the country braces for
sweltering temperatures due to an intensifying heatwave. Highs of more than 40C are
expected across parts of western France on Monday, with temperatures expected to hit 42C
in Bordeaux, according to weather forecaster Meteo-France. Some 845 schools have been
shut for the day, while a further 1,800 are allowing pupils to finish classes early, according to
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the ministry of education. But more than a million high school students are due to take their
oral final exams for the baccalaureate amid the soaring heat. The French government has
warned people not to try to cool off in unsupervised areas such as lakes and rivers, after 13
drowning deaths at the weekend. Dozens of other regions in France are under an orange
alert, with an estimated 63 million people in total affected across the country.

(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

THREE DEAD IN PHILIPPINES HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING OVER BULLYING 'GRUDGE'
Three students have been killed and more injured after two of their peers opened fire at a
high school in central Philippines, police say. Investigators believe the suspects, aged 14
and 15, were motivated by a "grudge" over bullying. One was arrested soon after the
shooting at the San Jose National High School in Tacloban city while the second later
surrendered. The suspects were armed with a .38 revolver and a 9mm pistol, the latter of
which belongs to a policewoman who is one of the suspect's relatives and is now in custody.
Gun violence is not uncommon in the Philippines, but school shootings are extremely rare.
(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

CHINA'S IMPORT OF CUSTARD APPLES IS SPARKING FEARS IN TAIWAN

A scaly, heart-shaped fruit could become the latest cause of friction between China and
Taiwan, as the latter warned farmers against Beijing's plan to step up imports of the crop.
The atemoya, a hybrid of different custard apple species with creamy white flesh encased in
a rough green exterior, is a speciality of Taiwan's Taitung county. China, a key importer of
Taiwanese atemoyas, pledged to buy more of the fruit earlier this month. But a press release
by Taiwan's agriculture ministry on Saturday claimed this was a "classic example of China's
raise, trap, kill process", by which Beijing creates reliance before leaving farmers exposed to
market changes. Beijing claims the self-governed island of Taiwan as its territory and has
not ruled out taking it by force. In recent years it has stepped up military drills near Taiwan,
including simulating blockades on the island. (BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)
ETHIOPIA PM'S PARTY WINS LANDSLIDE AS FEARS GROW OF NEW CONFLICT
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is the big winner following the country's general
election as his party has retained its overwhelming parliamentary majority, despite the poll
being overshadowed by conflict, accusations of repression and little participating by
opposition parties. The Prosperity Party, which won 438 of the 501 contested seats, will from
the new government with Abiy set to be sworn in for another term at the beginning of
October. It is a boon for Abiy's supporters , who believe he will continue with the economic
gains he has overseen. But others fear the internal divisions and security challenges facing
Africa's second most-populous country are only going to get worse with Abiy at the helm.
Just a year later he won the Nobel Peace Prize, mainly for his efforts in ending hostilities
with Ethiopia's northern neighbour Eritrea. (BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)
FORMER KENYAN JUSTICE MINISTER BLOCKED FROM ENTERING UGANDA:
LAWYERS BODY

Leading Kenyan lawyer and former Justice Minister Martha Karua has been blocked from
entering Uganda and ordered to return home, according to the Uganda Law Society. Karua
had just arrived at the Entebbe airport to join a team defending her Ugandan lawyer
colleague Erias Lukwago, with whom they have been representing detained opposition
leader Kizza Besigye, who is on trial for treason. Lukwago was himself charged with a
treason-related offence last week, and his bail hearing had been due on Monday. A
statement from Karua's office said she had been detained at the airport, adding that she was
expected to return to the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, on Monday but "remains incommunicado".
(BBC News Web Page: 22/06/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



