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HIGHLIGHTS

Today is World Accreditation Day - Prime Minister in a message on occasion has said, accreditation is
a powerful tool to sustain country's industrial sector in global competition. [R. Today: 19]

Education Minister has declared that results of SSC & its equivalent examinations will be published on
July 20. [BBC: 03]

Health Minister has assured that government will not refrain from taking decisions regarding deaths of
six newborn habies at Ad-Din Hospital. [R. Today: 20]

Home Minister has informed that government has taken initiative to amend cyber security act to check
spreading of rumor and misinformation. [R. Today: 23]

BGB has denied the claim of West Bengal Chief Minister stating that 4,800 illegal immigrants have been

sent back to Bangladesh. [BBC: 03; DW: 10]
Government has suspended licenses of three recruiting agencies for allegedly sending Bangladeshi
workers to Russia with promise of work and involving them in Ukraine war. [R. Today: 23]
Eight more children have died from measles-like symptoms in country. [BBC: 03]

At least 32 people have died after a powerful earthquake strikes in southern Philippines. [BBC: 24]

EU member states have imposed sanctions on Iran over restriction of naval traffic in Strait of Hormuz.
[BBC: 09]
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BBC

AT LEAST 32 DEAD AFTER MAJOR EARTHQUAKE STRIKES SOUTHERN
PHILIPPINES

At least 32 people have died after a magnitude -7.8 earthquake struck off the coast of
Mindanao island in the southern Philippines, officials say. The quake hit at 07:37 local time
on Monday, triggering tsunami alerts in the Philippines, Indonesia, Japan and Australia.
Some of those were cancelled hours later. Videos and images showed buildings collapsing,
including a clip of a Jollibee fast food restaurant reduced to rubble, and landslides have been
recorded in some areas. More than 100 people have been injured across several provinces,
almost two dozen are missing, and 10,000 residents have been pre-emptively evacuated,
authorities have said. Mindanao is the Philippines second-biggest island - both in size and
population - and is home to around 26 million people.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

ARMENIA'S PRO-WEST GOVERNMENT WINS ELECTION DESPITE RUSSIAN
PRESSURE

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan's party has won a crucial election billed as being
key in deciding whether the country continues to move closer to the West. Pashinyan's
centrist Civil Contract Party secured 49.8% of the vote, with the Strong Armenia Alliance
coming in second with 23.2%. The Armenia Alliance was third with 9.9%. Sunday's vote was
the first general election since Armenia, a small South Caucasus country of three million
people, suffered a crushing military defeat by Azerbaijan in 2023. It was viewed as a test of
the prime minister's push to deepen ties with the West while facing mounting economic
pressure from Russia, its largest trading partner and traditional ally. Pashinyan, who has
been in power since 2018, declared victory on Monday after early results showed his party
had secured more than 50% of the vote. (BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)
ZELENSKY'S CLOSE EUROPEAN ALLIES SET OUT FIVE CONDITIONS FOR PEACE
TALKS

The leaders of Ukraine and its close European allies - the UK, France and Germany - have
set out five conditions for reaching a "just and lasting" deal to end the war with Russia. In a
joint statement after talks in London, Volodymyr Zelensky, UK Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer, French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said
they would "stand firmly with Ukraine". The five conditions include a stop to the fighting,
starting negotiations from the current position in the field as well as "robust" security
guarantees for Ukraine. The leaders reiterated the need for the US to be part of the process
at a time when US President Donald Trump's focus has shifted to the war with Iran.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

MALAWIANS REPATRIATED FROM SOUTH AFRICA AMID XENOPHOBIA CONCERNS
A group of 150 Malawians repatriated from South Africa amid growing worries about
xenophobia are due to arrive by road in their home country on Monday, the Malawian
authorities have said. The repatriation follows violence in South Africa’'s Western Cape
Province where there were reports just over a week ago of door-to-door intimidation, as well
as the deaths of two Mozambicans in Mossel Bay. The Malawians were "among a number of
foreign nationals" who had "sought refuge in temporary camps" in Mossel Bay, according to
a statement from Lilongwe. Ghana, Nigeria and Zimbabwe have also organized repatriation
flights and transport after raising concerns about xenophobia in South Africa. Anti-migrant
groups are demanding undocumented migrants leave the country - and have set 30 June as
a deadline. (BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

STOCK MARKETS FALL ON TECH PLUNGE AND RENEWED MIDDLE EAST ATTACKS
Global stock markets have fallen after a sharp sell-off in technology shares led to some
bruising falls in Asia. South Korea's stock market was forced to halt trading for 20 minutes
on Monday after the Kospi index plunged by nearly 9% within minutes of opening. The Kospi
eventually closed down 8.3%, while Japan's Nikkei index fell by 3.8%. European markets
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opened lower, but saw much smaller falls than those seen in Asia. Markets were also rattled
by a rise in oil prices, fuelling concerns of inflation, after Iran and Israel exchanged strikes for
the first time since a ceasefire was agreed between the sides and the US in April.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA'S PRESIDENT UNVEILS CRACKDOWN ON ILLEGAL MIGRATION
South Africa's President Cyril Ramaphosa has addressed the nation to announce a raft of
new measures to crackdown on illegal migration as tensions rise over anti-foreigner marches
and frustration about high unemployment. These steps include jailing employers who hire
undocumented workers, setting up dedicated courts to speed up deportations of
undocumented migrants and having a register with biometric data "for every person in the
country" to stamp out identity theft. But he also warned South Africans not to take the law
into their own hands. Over the last few weeks, several African nations have been organizing
the evacuation of some of their nationals as fears of violence grow.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

ISRAEL STRIKES BEIRUT SUBURB DAYS AFTER US-BROKERED TRUCE

Israel has hit southern Beirut in the first attack on the Lebanese capital since a truce
brokered by the US last week. Two air strikes on two apartment buildings in a stronghold of
Iran-backed Hezbollah killed two people and injured at least 20, including women and
children, Lebanon's health ministry said. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel had
struck "terrorist headquarters in the Dahieh district of Beirut, in response to Hezbollah's firing
at Israeli territory". Israel had limited its Beirut attacks under US pressure over concerns
strikes there could put a wider peace deal in jeopardy. But on Sunday night, Iran fired
missiles at Israel, which it said was a response to Israel's increasing attacks in southern
Lebanon and Beirut's suburbs. (BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

PAKISTAN PM URGES RESTRAINT 'WHEN FINAL OBJECTIVE IS ABOUT TO BE
ACHIEVED'

Pakistan's prime minister Shehbaz Sharif is urging "all sides" to exercise restraint in the
pursuit of peace, especially when "the final objective is just about to be achieved", in a
message on social media. Iran's military said it would stop strikes on lIsrael earlier, but
warned that if attacks on Lebanon continue that it would respond more severely than before.
Israeli media has also reported that Israel would stop attacks on Iran "at Trump's request". In
a post on X, Shehbaz Sharif says: "The recent surge in violence in the Middle East is a stark
reminder of the dangers associated with a tenuous ceasefire and the unbearable
consequences it may lead to. Pakistan has been a key mediator between Iran and the US.
One round of negotiations between Iranian and US delegations mediated through Pakistan
happened on 11-12 April in Islamabad. (BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)
EUROPEAN UNION SANCTIONS IRAN OVER STRAIT OF HORMUZ

The European Union (EU)'s foreign policy chief says member states have sanctioned Iran
over'restricting naval traffic" in the Strait of Hormuz. In a post on X, Kaja Kallas says: "The
Middle East is stuck in phases of peace talks and fragile ceasefires. "Tehran's drones
continue to threaten maritime traffic in the Strait of Hormuz. Ministers were clear that Iran's
actions are unacceptable. "In response, EU Member States in Brussels on Monday
sanctioned Iranians over restricting naval traffic in the Strait." She says the EU has
sanctioned Iranian individuals and entities involved in the disruption. Kallas says this is the
first time the EU is applying its new freedom of navigation sanctions regime.

(BBC News Web Page: 08/06/26, FARUK)

:: THE END ::



